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Spokesman forced 
to issue correction 


NDchaelWhits 
Political Edttor 


T ony blair last 

night withdrew 
his most sweep' 
ins criticism of 
media aUegertions 
in the row over 
New Labo ur’s lobbying prac- 
tices after William Hague had 
marked his recoveiy from si- 
nusitis with an ezcoriatlttg 
attack on the money-grabhing 
“culture a£ croiQrism” threat- 
ening the Comment 
In a series rowdy ex- 
changes between the two 


party leaders, the Prime Mm- 
ister repeatedly asserted that 
there was no ihondation fbr 
weekttid reports of fixmer 
party offlcialsrtumed-lobby- 
Ists iMxisting of the access to 
people and confidential docu- 
ments which tbelr govern- 
ment contacts gave fhww 
Mr Ibgue taunted his rival 
with what he ^ detailing 
moment in the Government’s 
life. “Vnien are you going to 
stop protecting the money- 
grabbing cronies you've sur- 
rounded yourself wito ^ tb^ 
are feather-bedding, pocket- 
lining, money-grabbing cro- 
nies — and actmdly dean up I 


‘Only war can 
happen now 
. . . we have 


Alex Duval 
Smith in Lagc» 
on the sullen, 
angjy mood 
in Nigeria 


P ERCHED m the back 
seat of a crowded yel- 
low minibue, Olagton 
was handing out plas- 
ters to his ftlends. 

cut on your nose is 
again,” he told one 
of them, Adaoye. “Hausas,” 
came the seething r^dy, the 
word ladeh with racial 
haftod. 

In the riot chaos of Agege 
Motor Road in the Lagos sub- 
urb oridiora, Olaguju Gbeml- 
ga's communal toxi had be- 
come a Orst-aid retreat for 
Yorubas, the main ethnic 
gfoijp in this sprawling dty 
of nine million people. 

*‘We have to g/^ the H aiis as . 

They were made powerful by 
the white man, they run the 
mflitary, they keep us from 
getting jobs, they killed 
Ahiola, they have destroyed 
our country,” said Adaoye 
Phillips as a doaen more 
youths running towards 
the heat-up minibus. Behind 
thAHi. the li^ts of a mUitaiy 

personnel carrier pierced the 

dust they threw up with their 
feet. 

On the day that saw the end 
of a month cf Junta-imposed 
mourning for Nigeria’s late 
dic ta t o r. General Sanl Aba- 
eha, Lagns gtonta necnid y Inr 
■rented its own grievlzig pro-, 
cess for the OHXJsition figure 
he jailed. Chief Moshood 
Abi^ 'vrtio died on Tuesday. 

Fbr Adaoye. OlagoJu and 
hundreds of otiier young men 

ca^i gbt up in the rtoting and 
that claimed at least 

19 lives In La^ market artts 
yesterday and Tuesday night, 
Nigeria’s future was now 


finnty an and rdligiouS' 
issue. In less populous dis- 
tricts of the country’s main 
city, an eerie sense of inet^ 

' had' cr^^ in. nananWi drlzde- 

I <W»d half 

j dosed and the nonxtaDy buflt- 
I Sng streets were deserted. 

Military roadblocks kept 
cars oat of the centre and 
minibus drivers, fearing trou- 
ble, took the day oS, bning up 
their vehicle in the usual 
petrol Queues. 

But the few ears on the road 
placed fresh branches of 
green leaves on their dash- 
boards. Leaves have ecxne to 
be a symbol of the democracy 
nipped in the bod tAen foe 
results ot Sections on June 
1% 1993, apparently won by 
Abioila. were nnllifi^ 

The three private tOlevisioa 
stations and the independent 
Ray Power PM ran repeated 
tributes to Abiola, phone-ins 
and lively discussion pro- 
grammes with opposition 
figures. 

To hear them, you would 
hme tbiou^t. you were in a 
democracy. To see foe de- 
serted hl^ways of Lagos you 
would have tbou^t yourself 
In a moumliig cold-war auto- 
cracy. To meet Adaoye. Gla- 
gUju and foeir mates in Amer- 
ica ’hood mar, yon felt at 
the centre of a gangland feud 
— but one with andertoras of 
civil war. 

“Only war can happen 
now,” «aid QT-yeax'Old Adwale 
Ayo, a car mechanic buying a 
cigarette on a stand by CMagu- 
ju’s minibus. “We have noth- 
ing dse. ^sople die in wars 
but t he n people are already 
dying hunger in NigKia. In 

the rural areas, people go Sx 
aiz nwmflie wlfooiit electrie* 
ity or water. Bven in Lagos, 
where we are Yorubas, foe 
Bausas get foe jobs first in 
parastatals and fedael of- 
Tom to page 3, column 1 


LaUera,] 


the act of *'hig govemmmt?” 

The shadow is des- 

perate for a suceessfol hit on 

a Labour Tnlr>igl*r or 

and believes the Government 
is guilty of double standards. 
But tbere is litOe sign that it 
will g^ a scalp this time — i 
although some backbench ^ 
Labour MPs are trowed both ' 
by the original anggHtit wa 
and DownoDg Street’s hard- ; 
nosed rebuttal tactics. 

Yesterday Mr Blair was in- 
censed by what he called 
“dassie smear tactics” and 
said that anyone shown to 
have disclosed unaofoorlsed 
infonnatioD would be “out (m 
their ear”. But he again de- 
clined Mr Hague's demand 
that he suspend Ro^ Liddle, 
the Downing Street 
caught up in the controversy 
— and denied that Mr Liddle 
was getting special kid-glove 
treatment 

He told the Tory leaden 


“Yon bandy around allega- 
tions of cxocyism and comii^ 
tion. What you wmt do is : 
make a spec^ charge and 
sustain it That is because 
every aDegaticm made in the 
Observer has been investi- 
gated and found to be un- 
true.” He added later: “Not a 
single allegatlcm in that Ob- 
server article is true.” 

But questioned ^ reportms 
at his afternoon briefing, the 
Prime Mlnista^s spokesman 
modified th e niaiwi. Mr wiaii- 
bad only intended to deny 
those charges relating to the 
Govemment and its employ- 
ees — not the wider conduct 
(MT young New Labourites who 
are now lobbyists. 

In a letter to the^lme Min- 
ister last night, Will Hutton, 
editor of file Observer, said: 
“You have migiarf the Com- 
mons and traduced the r^m- 



He demanded a puhlie apef- 
ogy of Mr Blair. 

In a statement foe news- 


tationofthe Observer in front paper claimed that cfficially 
rtf' the nation m television.” inspired attaV-fea on foe credi- 


‘You have 
misled the 
Commons and 
traduced the 
reputation of 
the Observer in 
front of the 
nation on 
television’ 

WH nuuuii 

bOity of its chief investigator, 
Greg Palast had backfired, 
kfr Palast details his past 
dealtogs with senior Labour 
pcditicians, as an energy ad- 


viser in Opposition, in today’s 
Guardian. 

Labour MPs — and Paddy 
Ashdown — were as outraged 
as Mr Blair by Conservative 
eSbrts to suggest that this 
week’s row over “boastful” 
lobbyists was as serious as 
the “casb-for-questioas” af- 
fedr and othm steaxe-r^ted 
incidents that engulfed the 
Major govemment. There 
have been no suggestions that 
ministers, MPs or officials 
have been paid. 

But foe Issue is seosltive 
for a prime minister who 
wants his team to be' “purer 
than pure” and yesterd^ Mr 
Blair told foe Commons that 
he had asked the Cabinet Sec- 
retary, Sir Richard Wilson, to 
tilfotea guidelines on the con- 
' duct of senior officials and 
the 60 OT so special advisers. 

Demands were made at yes- 
terday's weekly meeting of 
backbendi Labour MPs that 


special advisers should be 
banned from attending lobby- 
ists’ parties, at one of which 
Mr Liddle was cau^t making 
seemlogly compromising 
remarks Mr Palast and a 
colleague, who took notes — 
but no tape-ivcording. 

Mr Liddle has strongly de- 
ified impropriety, but is not 
threatening legal action. 

Some MPs also asked that 
Derek Draper, whose “boast- 
ful and brash” remarks may 
have cost him his lobbying 
career as well as his news- 
paper column, be expelled 
frum the Labour Party for 
bringmg it into disrepute. Mr 
Draper yesterday resigned 
fhxn GPC Market Access, the 
firm frrom which he was sus- 
pended <xi Monday. 

Mast's Labour feiks^ page 4; 
Roy Hattorrisy and Hugo 
Young, page 10s Laader 
comment. Letter^ page 11 
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Canterbury Tales first edition sells for record £4.6m 


P an IMatirtiirr 

Alfa Oerraspondant . • 

A FIRST edition copy 
of Chaucer’s Canter- 
burr Tales was sold 
for a world record figure of 
£4>6Z1,500 at Christie’s last 
nlgiiL 

As returns on investment 
go. It was hard to beat: the 
last 'time the book was sold 
at foe auction house In 
1776 — h fetched just £6. 

The edition, one of the 
rarest books In private 
hands, was printed by 
Ibomas iTwgtmi in late 1476 
or early 1477 at his woEfc- 
shop near Westminster 
Abbey. 'The most complete 
copy seen at auctio n this 

century, it had been ex- 


pected to go under the ham- 
mer for bet w een £500.000 
and £700,000. 

The price beat foe previ- 
ous record for a book — the 
sale of the Guttenberg 
Bible for fiS.3 mfilion at 
Christies, in New York, in 
1987. 

It was purchased by a 
London dealer on behalf of 
an ano ny m o u s bidder. 

“Nothing like it has come 
up this century,” said Felix 
de Marex Oyens, director of 
Christie’s books colleetion. 

The Canterbury Tales' 
was Caxtoo’s first m^r 
production after moving 
his p rluUii g works from 
Bruges to his native Eng- 
land in 1476. 

The last time the volume 
was sold was also at Chris- 


tie’s, in lilarcb 1776 whmx 
Walter Shropshire ac- 
quired it for £6 at foe sale 
of John Ratelxffe’s library. 
The book had been rebound 
forRatoliffe. 

Shropshire was acting on , 
behalf of foe 2nd Marquees I 
of Rocldnghaza. whose es- 
tates passed to his nephew, 
William Wentworth Xfttz- 
wfiliam, 4th Earl PitzwU- 
Bam. The fomily tifie is 
now extinct, and their pala- 
tial house, Wentworth 
Woodhouse in Yorkshire, 
which housed foe prcqtei:^ 
being auctioned, is empty. 

The sale of the prepmiy 
on oe h elnug tn g tO the Ista 
Olive, Countess Fitzwil- 
liam, inclnded (me of the 
earliest books to be printed 
In kn ciiflii language. 


I The Reeuyell of the Iffistor- 
yes of Tr^e was translated 
by Caxton and printed by 
him in 1473 or 1474. 

The first Illustrated bohk 
prin te d in Bn^and, The 
Myrroup of the Worlde. 
also translated and printed 
by Caxton. was also in the 
sale. The Myironr ot the 
Worlde includes the earli- 
est printed map of Britain. 

Other items include a 
Van Dyck portrait of Lady 
Lucy Percy, A Book of 
Hawking, Hunting and Her- 
aldry, and A Treatise of 
FisUi^ With an Angie. 

Caxton, a merchant, dip- 
lomat, trar^lator and pub- 
lisher, teamed the art of 
printing in Col(^e and 
later became England’s 

first printer. 
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Sketch 


Poison, pure 
lovely poison 



Simon Hoggart 


W ILUAMJ 
returned 
after two 


[Hague 

returned to the House 
after two weeks of 
ness. When they drained his 
s inuses, they extracted a 
small reservoir of mu- 
cous, poisonous gnnk Yester- 
day Mr Hague tO(& the oppor- 
tunity to spray it all over the 
Prime Minister. 

It was quite the routes! 
Questioa Time since Qie elec- 
tl<m — vlciDusi, rebarbative 
and thoroughly mean-spir- 
ited. We loved it Mr Blair, 
however, sagnipd almost Mat- 
tered by the experience. His 
hands were shaking, at 

one point he gazed behind 
him, then up at the press gal- 
lery. as if hoping there was 
some relief born the fusillade 

of fury and contempt. 

It b^n with a surprisingly 
mild question from Bob Mar- 
shaU-Andrews. the L^ur 
MP fbr Medway. Mr Marshall- 
Andrews is an unrecon- 
structed Old Labour trouble- 
maker. With his wild hair and 
ferocious ^eam, he looks like 
a cross between Dennis the 
Menace and his dog Gnasher, 
and generally behaves like 
both of them. 

He is a lawyer, and his ques- 
tion resembled the b^niMig 
of a long summing-up fbr the 
prosecud on. After two hours 
he would have been scream- 
ing with rage and pointing a 
quivering finger at the mis- 
creant in the dock. As it was, 
his point, mlldiy expressed, 
was that there should be a ban 
cm ministers and oCQciala 
dealing with people who had 
been go^mment aides dur- 
ing the previous five years. 

Mr Blair was equa^ mild. 
He'd clearly decided that it 
wasagood Idea, if not to shoot 
the Tories' fox, at least to glire 


it apainless lethal izUection. 
He said he had asked the Cabi- 
net Secretary to tighten the 
rules on lobbying, niese 
would be strMgthened and, he 
added, anyone who breached 

them **wis be out on their 

ear". 

Perhaps be thon^t that 
this htendoTmateynesa and 
sweet reason would keep Mr 
Hague placid as recovering 
patients are suppoMd to be. 
But the Tory leader needed to 
prove to his party that he was 
back and at fighting wei^t 

His flat Yoztofaire voice 
rose and ten, betraying what 
— if we didn’t kziow better — 
might have been rMl emotion. 
When was the Government 
going to stop protecting its 
cronies and act? 

Mr Blair rejdied as mildly 
as before, claiming (wron^y) 
that all the Observer allega- 
tions bad been checked and 
proved untrue. 

Mr Hague snapped bade 
“Even with my sinuses, I can 
smell the stench coming out of 
these revelatiDCsr* The Gov- 
ernment front bench sat try- 
ing not to notice, like nuns on 
a train whose compartment 
has been invaded by drunken 
fboAall tens. All except Gor- 
don Brown, who allov^ him- 
self a merry, but very short, 
chuclde. 

Mr Hague came slashing 
back. ' “When are you going to 
stop protecting the money- 
grMbing cronies yoo’ve sur- 
rounded yourself with— the 
teather-bedding, pocket- 
lining, money-grabbing 

cronies and actually clean 

up thi.Q government?" 

Mr Blair suddenly lost it 
This wasn't Jonathan Aitkoi. 
be said, or Neil Hamilton, or 
cash-for-questloDS, or Asil 
Nadir. “Not aslngle aDega- 
tion in that Obs^'ver article is 
true!” he shouted s^ain. 

He Is right about the Tories' 
Roll-Call of Shame, though 
some of us thought we voted 
Labour in because there 
would never be the fhlntest 

hint nf that ghiff a gain , 

StOl, as Paddy Ashdown 
pointed out a few momeuts 
later, it was ''stomach-chum- 
ing” to see the IVuries com- 
piaining about slcaze. 


Review 


Berkoff a Wolfit In 
sheep’s clothing 


Michael Billington 

Shake 9 paare*sVniaina 

hlaymarket 

L ike a mixture of Archie 
Rice and F. R. Leavis, 
Steven Berkoff presents 
us with what he terms “a 
masterclass in evil": a lecture- 
demonstration on the Bard’s 
baddies from lago to. some- 
what surprising, Oberon 
that convinced me Berkoff's 
natural talent is more comic 
than Satanic. 

Berlu^s general comments 
on villainy in Shakespeare 
are, to be frank, not all that 
revealli^. He ti»n« us u 
may spring from envious me- 
diocrity. lack oflove, social 
conditioning or sesu^ dis- 
placement I wish he’d pur- 
sued the more interesting 
point that four of his chosen 
seven — lago. Richard m. 

Macbeth and Coriolanus 

are soldiers unable to adjust 
to peace. Did Shakespeare see 
a natural link between post- 
battle tetigue and moral 
madness? 

As literary analysis, this 90- 
rainute show leaves a lot to be 
desired. Where It does work is 
as a portrait of the actor's psy- 
che. Playing Shakespeare's 
villains, says Berkoff. ** is Like 
being In the ring with invis- 
ible ghosts you can't beat". 
That is a Ihsclnating remark; 
and, by his constant invoca- 
tion of Olivier’s shade, you 
realise Berktrff is a natural 
nxnantic haunted and domin- 
ated bya demonic genius 


whose spirit he can never 
quite exorcise. 

Berkoff is at his best when 
he is talking about theatrical 
tradition. He recalls how Gar- 
rick's Hamlet, on seeing the 
Ghost, made spectators feel 
the thaatripai temperature 
had suddenly dropped. He 
also amusingly describes the 
practical problems of Hamlet 
and Gertrude wearing lockets 
to depict "the counterfeit pre- 
sentment of two brothers". 
You feel that Berkoff is en- 
thralled by the theatre’s actor- 
driven past and su^icious of 
modem directors' Shake- 
speare. He is. in short, a Wolfit 
In sheep’s 

At times he is also sardonic- 
ally flinny . He compares Rich- 
ard m in peacetime to "a Jour- 
nalist who has no newspaper 
to w r i te ter”. He even, rather 
audaciously, presents Shylock 
not as the conventional heroic 
victim but as a salivating 
comic villain. 

Iei]Joyedfierkofi*5eheeky- 
chappie asides. Buthispor- 
tra3^ofcharacte^5issome- 
irtiat erratic. His hands weave 
elaborate arabesques. He 
mocks the idea that you 
should pause at the end of a 
line yet, at one point, runs out 
of breatlL He divers every- 
thiog at maximum vidtage. 

Perhaps be should heed 
Hamlet'sadvioe to the players 
that, even in the very whirl- 
wind of passion, “you must 
acquire and beget a temper- 
ance that may give it 
smoothness”. 

'Htisreoiew appeared in 

some editions yestetfbi^. 


Britain to get airborne cavalry for rapid hits on trouble spots □ Services to merge in combined war roles 

Defence leaker may be Tory 


Mchard Norten-Taylor 
andEwenMacAaMD 


P UBLICATION Of 
the blueprint set- 
ting out the role of 
Britain's armed 
forces wen into the 
next century was over- 
shadowed yesterday when 
George Robertson, the De- 
fence Secretary, was forced to 
apologise to the Commons for 
the iMking eff the entire con- 
tents of his long-awaited 
review. 

He told MPs that he ordered 
an immediate investigation 
by the Cabinet Secretary, Sir 
Richard wnsoa. after copies 
oi the S7-page Strategic De- 
fence Review were sent to a 
number of newspapers on 
Tuesday night — and he said 
he hoped those involved 
would be severely dealt with. 

liie Conservatives accused 
the Government of deliber- 
ately leaking it to distract at- 
tention from the row over lob- 
byists. But evutence last night 
pointed to the Conservatives 
as being responsible. 

The party was only supposed 
to get a first sl^ of it four 
hours before Mr Robertson 


delivered his Commons state- 
ment bat a Conservative 
source confirmed <xie of the 
pity's MPs bad a copy at tea- 
time on Tuesday. 

Tony Blair chaHenged Wil- 
liam Hague during Prime 
Minister's Question Time to 
deny the Tories were respon- 
sible but the Conservative 
leader carefully avoided 
doing so. 

Copies of the review were 
also sent.out.to servioemen in 
sealed envelc^es on Tuesday 
wifii instructions that they 
were not to be opened ontfi 
Mr Robertson dMvered the 
statemenL 

The much-heralded review 
firmly commits Britain to a 
worldwide role with the abil- 
ity to send-.laige eqteditaon- 
ary forces to trouble spots. 
“We do not want to stand Idly 
by and watch humanitarian 
disasters or the egression of 
dictators go unchecked.” Mr 
Robertson says in his intro- 
duction to the document 

"In the post cold war 
world,” he adds, “we must be 
prepared to go to the crisis, 
rather than have the crisis 
come to us.” 

Anticipating significanf 
changes in the methods of 


Main points 


□ J(^ rapid reaction forces 
able to mount operations involv- 
ing some 1 5,000 troops at short 

notice. 

□ “Joint Force 2000” of RAF 
and Navy jetsoperating frem 
Iwid and dreraft carriers. 

□ Tridentfleetoffoursub- 
marines but only orw on fialral at 
any one time carrying 48 war- 
hMds — h^thepreviousceA- 
Ing. Reduced state of alert of 
several days "notice of fire”. 

□ Stockple of fewer man 200 
operabonally available 
warheads. 


□ Two new large aircraft 
carriers capable of taking 50 

pianas, to replace three ex istirtg 

ortes. 

□ An"aircavalry'',inciudlngthe 
Parachute Re^rnent. equipped 
with Apache attack hefleopters. 

□ 2,500 troops return to Britain . 
fromGermMy. 

□ Army to be increased by 
3,300. Territorial Army to be 
reduced from 56 J)00 to 40,000. 

□ Defence bud^ to be cut by 
£915 million in real terms over 
next three years. 



warfare by 2015. the review 
states: "Opezations will no 
inn gpr be charactezlsed as 
Tanti, sea or air. There will in- 
stead be a single battleapace." 

There will a new. tri-ser- 
vice command structure, 
bringin g together the navy, 
anny, and RAF In joint rapid 
reaction forces and a com- 
bined airborne force of 400 
h^copteis. RAF azid navy 
Hhrrier Jump-jets wiQ form a 


single “Joint Force 2000". 

^ about 2012, two large 
carriers wQl replace the the 
three «"»aiT ones while the 
Parachute Regiment will join 
a new airmobile brigade with 
attanlr hiMcopterS, fonZiiDg 
Britain’s first “air cavalry”. 

These forces will enable 
Britain to respond quickly to 
a zzuUor intemational crisis 
like Me Golf war, or deploy 
forces in two smaller, Bosnia- 


type, operations. 

The RAF’s order fbr 232 
Eurofighters, costing £15 
billion, and the Trident nu- 
clear submarine Beet will 
remain tmtouched, though 
the Government has dis- 
dosed the number of British 
Tinrifi**' warheads: one Tri- 
dent will be on patrol at a 
tinwi carrying 48 warheads — 
half Me ceiling of 96 an- 
nounced by the previous 


goverzunent — tbou^ a total 
of nearly 200 warheads will be 

stockpiled. 

The defence budget of more 
than £22 billion will be cut by 
£915 million In real terms 
over the next three years. If 
oneoff sales MoD asset are 
taken into account 

pe tite cute in aircraft, 
submarines, surface ships, 
and the Territorial Army. 
General Sir Charles Guthrie. 
Chief of the Defence Staff; 
welcmned the review. 

But John Maples, the 
shadow defence secretary; 
accused the Government of 
not justif^'ing the review on 
strategic growds. “It was al- 
ways a cost cuttizig exercise 
to help the Governizient bal- 
ance t&ir books," he said. 

Liberal Democrat defence 
spokesman, Menzies Camp- 
bell. welcomed wbat be called 
Britain’s new “expeditionazy 
strate^’ but warned that “it 
ffh onid not be based on an 
automatic assumption that 
the United Kingdom wiU te 
all circumstances underpin 
the foreign policy of the 
United States". 


WnBMn WaOwev, p« 9 * 1 0 f 
Lender common^ page 1 1 



Flying over Siberia. . .a boon to worldwilde travellers — and the Rnssian economy 


Arctic route 
set to shrink 
the worid for 
air travellers 


James Meek In Mencow 


C ROSSING the North 
Pole will become as 
routine for interconti- 
nental travellers as crosslz^ 
the Atlantic from next year, 
when Russia throws open its 
Arctic airspace to lo^-baul 
flights by foreign atritnas, 
allowing dramatic savings in 
journey times from Etuope 
and North America to Asia. 

Test flights are being car^ 
ried out on a range of aerial 
short cuts that win shave 
hours off the wearisome se- 
quence of films, wmaift and 
cloud-gazing on routes like 
New York-Bangkok. 

In one demonstration on 
Monday, the first commercial 
passenger Bight to land at the 


new Hong Kong airport was a 
Cathay Pacific 747 which had 
flown non-stop from New 
York over the Ifole. The jour- 
ney toedE ISVi hours compared 
wlfii the usual 21 . 

During the cold war, the 
Russian Arctic and Far East 
— frontiine defensive areaa 
spiked with missile sites, 
naval bases and nuclear early 
warning stations — were for- 
bidden zones for foreign air- 
lines, as Korean Airlines 
found to its cost in 1963 when 
one of Its jumbo jets, 
apparently off-course, was 
shot down by Soviet fi ghter s. 
kHIing 269 peo^ 

Fifteen years on. a less 
paranoid, much poorer Rus- 
sia is anxious to open up new 
routes as test as possible. 
Every foreign aircraft tiiat 



flies over the country show- 
ers money In its wake, untb 
^ch passenger plane paylzzg 
about 60 pence a mfle in tran- 
sit fees, Russia bopes to earn 
£400 million a year to invest 
in its air-traffic control 
‘system. 

“If s just Russia’s good luck 
to be sitting right where all 


the airways h^ipen to go," 
said Leonid Shcherbakov, 
head of the country's airspace 
allocation organisation. 

The bluest savizigs in time, 
fiiel and ticket prices will 
come on flights between 
South-east Asia and Noith 
Ameri^ as airlines switch 
from trans-Atlantic <»' trans- 


pacific to trans-polar routes. 
But passengers azid airlines 
flying between western 
Ekirope and east Asia stand to 
benefit as well 

On a flat map of the world, 
the shortest line between 
Britain and Japan appears to 
be through Central Asia and 
northern China. In feet, be- 
cause the world is a ^obe, the 
most direct route goes 
through the Russian Arctic — 
across the idand of Novaya 
Zemlya, an old Soviet H-bomb 
toting site, past the port of 
Dixon and down thwnfa east- 
Siberia. 

British Airways, which haft 
been working closely with the 
Russian aviation authorities 
on the introduction of a new 
satellite air-traffic control 
system. Fanstar, for the 
empty open spaces of the 
world's biggest country, plan* 
to fit tip to 40 of Us 747s with 
the necessary equipment anrf 
to begin flying the Arctic 
route to Japan in 2000. 

Thou^ the Kma saving 
from a passenger’s standpoint 

wDl in this case be slight a 

BA spokesman said th e new 
route would cut up to hair an 
hour off the London-Tokyo 
run — it will produce large 
ftid savings. 

Today, most Europe-Japaa 
air traffic flies akmg a sizi^e, 
crowded set of airways 


through central Siberia. “The 
planes have to be spaced a 
long distance apart, like a 
convoy," said Wflliam ^ii- 
lard, a Geneva-based spokes- 
man for the International Air 
Transport Association, lATA. 

The Arctic is not covered 
by Russian air-traffic control 
radar and b^ airlines like BA 
and ELM have been counting 
on the - introduction of Fan- 
star to guarantee the Aiture of 
the new air routes. 

However. lATA believes a 
limited number of aircraft 
will be able to use the new 
routes — trans-polar for 
North America, “cross-polar" 
for Europe — even before the 
satellite system is in place. 

Catiiay Pacific tAin tho Mos- 
cow Tii^ newspaper it 
planned to start srbwinled 
trans-polar flights in the 
second half of 1999. Anthony 
Laven. infrastructure dhefr 
tor for lATA’s Asla-Padfic 
F^on, said the ga pi»tn on a 
trial run by Cathay Pacific 
had been given aH the brip he 
needed by Ru^ian controllers 
as be crossed into their 
airepace. 

‘The Russians have aa i d 
that if there’s an emergency a 
plane just has to transmit the 
international disfress signal 
and it wU be guided to the 
imarest airfield, even if if s a 
nuIUary one." said Mr Laven. 
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NEWS 3 


Officers 


fail in 

libel 

appeal 


Stuart HDllar 


Tina Brown, leaving tbe New Yorker editoxsliip to ‘apply ho* genios tofilm, television and books’ as head of her own mnlti-media company 


‘People in tears’ as Tina Brown quits but 
New York wonders: was she pushed? 


JoMina Coles ki Hew York. 


A ll week Manhattan’s 
media bad been on 
tenterhooks: would 
she or wouldn't she 
renew tbe contract meant to 
have been signed by . last 
Wednesday? 

Yesterday they got their 
answer. Tina Brown, tbe city's 
highest profile editor,, con- 
finned that she woold not be 
resigning but would indeed be 
Iwwing the New Yorker after 
five anda half years as editor, 
to start her own multi-media 
lywipany under tbe umbrella 
of Miramax Films. 

''There were people in 
tears, when she told every- 
one, " said BUI Buford, the 
magazine's Brown-appointed 
fiction editor. “She was a bril- 
liant editor. People were 
really de\'astated.’’ 

Though her arrival in 
September 1992 terrified old 
New Yorker writers — and 
several including Garrison 
Keillor. Ian Frazier, Jamaica 
Kincaid and Holly Brubach. 
left proclaixning the barbar- 
ians were at the gate — Ms 
Brown had quickly ass emb led 
her own team of writers in- 
cluding Adam Gopnik. Marfin 
Amw and Rushdie. 

Publicity for the revamped 
magazine was on a scale even 
New Yoik hadn't seen before. 
Yesterday at Miramax, co- 
Harvey Weinstein 
called her Ibe “best editor in 
tbe world" and said the new 


venture — to include a “new 
concept" magarinA — would 
allow her to “take her genius 
and apply it to Qlzn. televisitm 
and books". 

But after tbe Initial shock. 
New Yorkers immediately sat 
down to analy% the subtext 
was she pushed? “The last 
time file phons went fiiis 
berserk was when riie arrived 
at the New Yorker," said one 
prominent writer. 

Indeed the speculation 
about Ms Brown’s ftiture is 
worthy of a hmg New Yorker 
article in itself and has been 
preoccupying the city’s media 
ever since her husband, 

A literary legacy 


Harry Evans, announced he 
was leaving publishers Ran- 
dom House last November. 

Both Random House and 
the New Yorker are owned by 
the eccentric billionaire S.L 
(“Si’’) Newhonse. and Mr 
Evans' departure to work for 
another media moguL Mori 
Zuckerman, was interpreted 
as a sign that Britain's once 
golden couple no longer 
ranked among the tevonred 
few round Newhouse's 
riinTy r table. 

What fascinated people 
most, however, was the way in 
Whiril tantaUain g details of Kfe 
Brown’s battles within Condd 


latest, the magazine’s parent 
company, frequently appeared 
In file press. It is rare, for ex- 
ample, for anyone tn know, or 
care, when an edHoi’s contract 
is iq> for imiewaL But a string 
of gossipy pieces were pored 
over — as was tbe news that 
file New Yoiker would no 
longer occiq^ iis historic of- 
fices on 4Srd Street but be fidd- 
ed into tbe Comte Nast empire 
in a modeni skyscraper on 
Times Square. 

^ere bad been much pub- 
lic discussion, too, about the 
power battle between Ms 
Brown and Steve Florio, the 
president of Comte Nast, who 


HAROLD ROSS 
1925-52 

ROSS placed great vatne on 
witty writing and a high- 
brow andience. Concentrat- 
ing on hnmorons prose, fic- 
tion and cartoons, he said 
he did not wanttoedita 
magarine that would be ap- 
preciated by “the little old 
Jadyfirom Dnbnqne” — the 
sticks. For him the New 
Yorker was about more 
than joamaltem. When one 
writer threatened to resign. 
Ross said: “You can’t qnit 
This isn’t a magazine. It’s a 
movement.” 


WILLIAM SHAWN 
1952-19S7 

Shy and bookish, Shawn 
re^ every word that went 

intn the magagln oand wag 

notorious for overbuying 
manuscripts. He shunned 
parties, was vigoronsly op- 
posed to advertising, bot 
presided over a readership . 
of around 500,000 with the 
highest renewal rate of any 
magazine. Among articles 
that became Important 
books were John Bershey’s 
mroshima and James Bald- 
win’s The nre Next Time. A 
new proprietor, S. I. New- 
honse, described Shawn as 
“the finest editin' of his 
time”, and then forced him 
to res^n within two years. 


ROBERT GOITLIEB 
1987-1992 

‘"I’HKrtRarwftmr thiiig ttiyi 

my life: work, the ballet. 

rsaafri gawH my fawiily ,** 

said Gottlieb, vdiose arrival 
after Shawn’s ousting was 
controversial enoogii for 
154 staff to sign a letter ask- 
ing him not to come. Gott- 
lieb wore casual clothes and 
never ate hmch outside his 
office. Bnt despite Gott- 
lieb’s commissioning of a 
pop sectum. NewhouM was 
dinppointed by the rate of 
tnmsformafion. The editor 
left after “ctmeeptnal diflier- 
ences” over tbe “fbrther 
evolution’* of the magazine, 
with the drculation at 
650,000. 


recently removed his brother 
Thomas, tbe New Torkn^s 
publisher, and replaced him 
with somecme else without 
consulting Ms Brown. 

There were also rival 
articles seeking to ai^rtloa 
blame for the magazine’s fi- 
nancial losses — losses said to 
have infuriated and pumled 
Mr Newhouse. Though Ms 
Brown has increased circula- 
tion from 500JXX) to 800,000. 
tbe magazine has not made a 
profit since Mr Newhouse 
bought it 13 years ago for 
$168 million (currently 
£100 million), whu it ann 
turned a modest profit Last 
year, despite the boom in ad- 
vertising among consumer 
magazines, it lost in the 
r^on of $11 million. 

However, Mr I^orio’s deci- 
sion in sacking his brother 
without consulted tbe editor, 
was yesterday being seen as a 
blunder that pushed Ms 
Brown over the edge. “I think 
she had a showdown with 
Steve Florio and through him 
with Si." said one contributor 
yesterday, refusing to be 
named. “She. was going to be 
under much tighter budget- 
ary constraints. And she was 
annoyed because it’s all been 
played out so publl^.’’ 

Mr Newhouse’s mood was 
described as “rueftd”. 

Another writer said tbe 
Brown deal with Miramax 
had been organised “very last 
minute", suggesting she 
needed to ensure she had 
something Interesting to 


leave for. "She can't spin this 
as a success." said a former 
New Yorker writer. “She was 
losing control and that was 
fimstratiDg for her. She’s not 
leaving on a note of triumph 
but I wonder if there's r^ef 
at getting out” 

Talk immediately turned to 
who would succeed her. 
Names in the frame inclnde 
Graydon Carter, who suc^ 
ceeded bte Brown as editor of 
Vanity Flair and is thou^t to 
be itching to get his Gucci 
loafers under the desk: Peter 
Kaplan, editor of the New 
York Observer and Minhael 
Kinsley, editor of Microsoft’s 
Slate magaatfiA Internal can- 
didates include Mr Buford, 
the former editor of Granta. 
and David Remnick, a re- 
porter. 


T he Police Federa- 
tion was lost night 
facing a legal bill 

approaching si raU- 
lion after a federa- 
tion-backed bid by five Metro- 
politan Police oOlcers for a 
new libel trial again5t the 
Guardian was thrown out by 
the Court of Appeal. 

The scale of the bill for its 
own costs and a substantial 
proportion of those of Uie 
newspaper will cause disquiet 
among tbe membership of the 
organisation. Until the 
Guardian case, it had fou^t 
and woo 95 libel actions, net- 
ting £1,567,000. 

The court dismissed the of- 
ficers’ claims that tbe High 
(^urt jury which rejected 
their origi^ Ubei action last 
year bad been misdirected by 
the trial judge. 

Tbe officers — Reynold 
Bennett. Bernard Gillan. Paul 
Goscomb, Gerald Mapp and 
Robert Watton — had claimed 
that two articles published in 
the Guardian on January 31 
1992 suggested they bad been 
involved in planting and deal- 
ing drugs, '^is meaning was 
denied by the Guardian. 

The newspaper’s crime cor- 
respondent, Duncan Camp- 
bell. reported that eight un- 
named officers had been 
transforred from Stoke New- 
ington police station In north- 
east London at the same time 
as Operation Jackpot an anti- 
corruption offensive beaded 
by a senior officer, was under 
way. In their app^ tbe offi- 
cers contended that no jury 
properly directed could have 
reached the conclusion that 
tbe articles were not defama- 
tory of them. 

But the Lord Chief Justice, 
Lord Bioghra, sitting with 
Lord Justice Hirst and Lord 
Justice Robert Walker, said: 
“Reviewing the complaints 
made both singly and cumu.-. 
laiively . .. we are not of the 
opinion that any wrong or 
miscarriage has been occa- 
sioned by any misdirection or 
non-direction in this case." 

Alan Rusbridger, tbe news- 
paper's editor, said last night 
"Tliis is a si^iiflcant victory 
for newspapers. Until the 
Guardian fought this case the 
Police Federation had woo 95 
cases in a row. Rank-and-file 
police officers might like to 
ask whether risking millions 
of pounds on these actions is 
a proper use of union funds.” 
The decision to appeal 
against the High Court ver- 
dict bad been greeted with 
surprise by some federation 
members, who feared an esca- 
lation in the legal bill if the 
action fkiled. 


But after the verdict yester- 
day. Fred Bmiigbton, the fed- 
eration's ch.^irman, said: 
"The Court of .Appeal’s deci- 
sion draws this matter to a 
close. In supporting the case, 
the Police Federation did so 
in good faith and on strong 
legal advice.” 

It Wtis not until early 1995 
— shortly before the expiiy of 
the three-year lunit on libel 
proL-eedings ^ that the otTi- 
cers launched their legal 
action. They had waited until 
the completion of the Met's 
internal invc.siigaiion when 
they had been infunned tluit 
there was Insufficient evi- 
dence to prosecute them. 
Since the ense, the time limit 
has been cut by the 1996 Defa- 
mation Act to one year .'ifter 
pubMcalion. preventing such 
delays from occurring agairt 

During the original trIaL 
the Guardian strenuously de- 
nied (hat the auctions de- 
tailed in the articles identi- 
fied (he five plaintiffs to 
anyone outside a small circle 
of relatives and coUe^ues, 
implied guilt or pre-judged 
the outcome of Operation 
Jackpot. 

Defeoding the newspaper. 
George Carman. QC. told tbe 
jury the officers' action was 
strained and contrived and a 
wholly unjustified attempt to 
gain damages Cnom a national 
newspaper. For the officers. 
Tom Shields, QC. had argued 
that the articles stigmatised 
the five officers. 



‘We are not of 
the opinion 
that any 
miscarriage 
has been 
occasioned’ 

Lord Bingham, above 


Sullen, angry mood on streets of Lagos 


coutlnaed frtMn page 1 
flees. 

“But we. tbe Yonibas. are 
tbe educated ones, they are 
just playing on privilege. It 
will not be any different wifii 
the new man," said Mr Ayo. 
using the cmnmon l^gosian 
expression for Gen Abacha’s 
successor, Abdusalam 
Abubakar. 

AS a crowd gathered 
around the minibus, Yomi Se- 
guo, aged 36, a typewriter 
^aia^man met With a roar of 
appro'ml at the suggestion' 
that Nigeria should be run by 
three governments — one for 
the Ibo tribe, in tbe east, an- 


other for the Hausa. in the 
north, and a third for the eoo- 
nomically powerful Yoruba, 
In tbe south and west. 

He said: “We had a civfl 
war [Biafira 1967-1970] about 

tribes, and in those days we 
were with the Hausa. But 
they are Muslim and we are 
Christian, and they have 
abused their power. There is 
only one type of good Hausa 
and he is a Christian.’’ 

The crowd would not coun- 
tenance the suggestion that In 
the world's most lingulsti-. 
caHy complicated country — 
2S0 tribes in 30 states and 
some 400 languages — what 


they were advocating was eth- 
nic waifkre. 

'There Is no opposition left, 
nobody trusts p^ticlans, no- 
body goes to vote. Even 
Abiola had dined with the 

military In his time. So an 

»ii» talk tit tzansitlon to de- 
mocracy is a joke to us. 

'The rest of the world is 
play ing thelT game by talking 

to the militaiy who are an 
Hausas, or at least from the 
north," said Mr Segun. “This 
Is our. problem. The north- 
erners are not our legitimate 
rulers." 

A conciliatory voice came 
fr^ Aggie Datte a woman in 


her sixties who had spent 
most of her lifo as a dinner 
lady in London schools. 
“What we need is for every- 
one to sit down, from the mar- 
ket woman to the chl^ of 
tribes, and discuss how we’ 
can solve this country's prob- 
lems. Violence Is too sad. 

“But it is hard to see how 
we can get by without H. The 
soldiers in the streete are 
doing their best to keep 
things under control hut at 
tbe end of the day. they repre- 
sent tbe Hausas.’’ she said. 


Cabinet Abended, page a; 
Letters, page 11 


‘This Is our 
problem and 
we need to 
sort it out. The 
northerners 
are not our 
legitimate 
rulers’ 
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After manful struggles with vocabulary and accent, he has 
succesfully replaced “Good evening” with “’Ellow” and 
“That must be dissappointing” with “You must be gu’ed.” 

Mark Lawson on David Mellor, the broadcaster 
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. 4 BRITAIN 


Greg Palast tells Luke Harding of the help he gave senior figures 

Sleaze row man’s 


links with Labour 



Ti^g..^KiiaitThiirsdayJiily9l998 



T HEfollextaitofttae 
journalist Gng Pa- 
lasPs links with Qie 
Labour Party was 
revealed last ni g ht , 
when h emerged he had been 
asked by John. Prescott to 
* help him with his party con- 
• fiaence speech. 

■ Mr Palast said die Riture 
~ deputy prime minister in- 
1 vlted him back to his suite, 
. and, over a drink, aiked him 
• whether he knew any good 
Jokee. He wanted to his 
conference address the 
following day funnier. 

The tf-year-old journalist 
as the centre of the “cash for 
access” row was also Clown 
over from New York to Lon- 
don to brief senior Labour 
oflScials on strat^y towards 
the newly privatised water 
oompanles. The Labour Par^ 
paid for his economy ticket 
‘*Tb^ constantly aslbd for 
my advice," he said. **1 bad 
g(^ and close relationships 
with shadow ministers such 
as Margaret Beckett, John 
Battle and Nigel GriflSths. 
and special advisers such as 
Dan Corry and Mark Taylor. I 
was very r^uctant to take on 
this investigatiQn bat I just 
could not ignore the evldmKe 
ofslease." 

He added: "At no stage did 
anyone say: *You are a liar*." 

Last night Mr Prescott said 
he noiild not remember the 
eofiounter. "You can say for 
bloody certain he was never 
• in my roMn. I can't recall 
meeting him. Ihere is only 
cin e pm^ility — he wiight 
have se^ me in the alteyway 
outside Tony Blair’s suite.” 
Mr Prescott admitted he 



OREG PALAST: 

He said John Prescott 
invited him back to his 
auite, and, over a drtaik. 
asked Mm if he knew any 
good jokes. He wanted 
to make his co nference 
a dd ress funnier 


dOHN PRESCOTT; 

^ cant recall mooting 
Mm. You remember If 
you moot a Ymik. I would 
never ask for a US Joke. 
Th o r o is nothing hi US 
humour. It is entirely 
dltf orow l* 


Viati "had difSculty" bo mak- 
ing his 1996 Black^l confer- 
ence speech amosing. 

"I didn't have any EUnny 
Jokes. I kruTW my son and 
others asked for jokes from 
the people in the bar (around 
2am) . . . You remember if you 
meet a Yank. I would never 
aaif fbr a US ioke.” 

Mr Palast revealed that be- 
fore the election be had 
helped Ms Beckett, then 
shadow trade and Industry 
spokeswoman, prepare her 
attack on the Conservative 
govenunenfs nuclear policy. 
He and his wlfo, Linda, later 
hnri several drinks at tbg 
House oi Commons witii Mis 


Beckett and energy spokes- 
man John Battle. The Journal- 
ist's "voluminous memo- 
randa” -were so us^il to the 
whaHft w Labour that Mr 
Palast was invited to spend 
tbe weekend at Mr Battle's 
constituency home in Leeds. 

Mr Palast said he declined a 
recent offer from Ms Beck^fs 
special adviser to continue to 
provide help on “policy posi- 
tions" because it ■conflicted 
with his wotk as a journalist 

Last ni^t Bib Beckett’s 
offlee declined to comment on 
tbe President of tbe Board of 
Trade's previous links. 

Mr Palasf s revelations fok 
low a personal attack by Peter 


Mandelson, who 'described 
biwi as "a man with an 
agenda", adding: "Anyone 
^^10 iiatoiig to realises he 
hnfl an ava tO g rind " 

Mr Palast replied: ‘Tm sur^ 
prised tiud the.' man that 
L^Aour has asked so often to 
pnrri^ hdp and expertise 
should now have been la- 
belled in this way.” 

At the prelection party 
conference, Mr Palast had 
been asked by Labour to 
address fringe meetings on 
' energy polii^. He and his sis- 
ter, Gina, a White House oCSr 
cl^ were both invited to bdp 
with Mr Prescott's speech — 
but declined, fearing this 
rni^t conqiramise the Clin- 
ton administration.' 

Mr Palast shrugged off an 
attack bj yesterday's BAlrror, 
which- dubbed him "The 
Liar" Jt gooted r emar ks by an 
American judge who dis- 
missed him as "perverse, 
biased and evasive”. The cora- 
I molts, he said, were directed 
I not ink at him, but at a tom 
j ofeq)erts,inacasew&i(dihis 
side wem on to win. 


Cus M Or conte gto on^ 
Webs 

□ all Observer and GuardWi 
coverage to date 

□ adcflUonal background 
articles 

□ transcripts of TV arxiratfiD 
tntarwews related to the story 
.□ selected evidence 

□ live coverage 

mvw.eb aer v er itfojdi/ 
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Tory challenge over lobbyists 


Orangemen give Blair ultimatum 


Peter HofbMlngten 


T obies last nl^t de- 
manded an inquiry into 
the employment of New 
Labour lobbyists by the 
Labour-controlled Local Gov- 
ernment Association after its 
leaders angrily rejected 
rJahwa that they bar| been 

taken on to get an early draft 
of a forthcoming town ball 
rtform white paper. 

Shadow local government 
minister Richard Ottaway 
daimied the gssnriation was 
using ^,000 of council taiqiay- 
ers' money ep^b month to em- 


ploy the lobbyists Lawson Lu- 
cas Mendelson (ILM). 

He said senior employees of 
the association had left to 
work with lobbyists — former 
advisers to Labour ministers 
when tiiey were in opposition. 
‘The LGA has to have a very 
hard look at thi^” be added. 
"What's becoming apparent is 
that these people are as thick 
as thieves with each other." 

But Tii g M-, iXxA (hair- 
man-Sir Jeremy Doccha m de- 
nied the compeny was ' being 
used to get an advance c(^ of 
the white piqier, due later *bte 
TTiAnMi This is an outrageous 

aU^afinix smA is hatrhmvmnt 


to an accusation of Illegal ac- 
tivity on behalfaftheassoda- 
tlon, whidi I reject ootri^kL” 
Earlier, the Local Govem- 
rriynt Minister, Hilary Azm- 
stroog, turned on a BBC repor- 
ts’ after he asked how Thny 
Blair’s pledge to be "purer 
than pure" on lobbying 
squared wifli the LGA’s links 
with LLM and founder Ben Lu- 
cas, former researcher to 
Labou r figtires like Jack 
Straw. 

■ "Firstly, Mr Blair did xait- 
sugg^ that,” she countered. 
“Secondly, Qie LGA is an in- 
dependent oiganisation and It 
is up to the LGA how tii^ 


develop their relationship 
with the wider world.” 

^le minister, who bad ear- 
lier addressed the LGA’s 
annual cooforenre in Boiirne- 
montii, said it was "abso- 
lute outrageous” to sc^est 
Qiat anyone in tbe Govern- 
ment had been involved in a 
deal to deliver advance copy 
of 'fhe vriiito paper to the LGA 
The LGA said it was em- 
ploying Lawsm Lucas Men- 
delson on contract- until 
Sqrtenfoer, wtth.the'.agree- 
ment Labour, Tory and Lib- 
eral Democrat councillors, 
“to provide advice (m its pub- 
lic aBhlrs strategy". 


JohnHuBbi 
Iratand CSoiraapondant 


T he Orange Order last 
night was rairing the 
stakes ahead of today’s 
meetiz^ with Tony Blair in 
Downing Street over the 
Drumeree crisis, warning 
biin that it was close to out- 
right confrontation wMi the 
security forces at tbe CojAr-i 
reagb church. Its leaders si^* 
gmtod that they might ev^, 
boycott tiie meeting. 

David Jones, spdmsman for 
Portadown Orangemen, said' 

the fittnation would baeoinn 


ev»L more dangerous towards 
tbe weekend. Mr Blair should 


be aware the clodc was tick- 
ing and little time was loft. 

July 12 marks tbe Onooge 
Orde r’s edebrations of King 
wiiiiatn HTs victoiy at the 
Battle of the Boyne in 1690. 
Thousands <£ Oraegmuen are 
expected to pour into Drum- 
cree aSaet their own mardies, 
with hundEeds likely to travd 
fruoi Scotland and Bnigiud. '<■ 
''''^j^ar'hUDdreif extra 'frbevs 
.hrda^^ 

last'night Amith^4l)0aiiire'' 
today, brizigiiig fhe'ahny's 
strength to I^OOO. 

The Orange Order's appar- 


ent rdudance to meet Mr 
Blair stemmed from his Insis- 
t*»Twv> that the Parades Com- 
mission's ruling would he up- 


held. It banned Portadown 
district from taking its tradi- 
tional route along, the nation- 
alist Garva^ Bead. 

Figures showed there had 
been 437 attacks on the police 
ainee the stand<tf b^ian on 
Sunday. Included .were 12 
[.shootings and -25 blast bomb- 
ings 44 police oCBoers had 
Nbeenanfared; one, suffering a 

^ fractured skulL 

There were car hijackings 
and burning of bantieades 
around Northem Ireland for a 


third successive nl^t Public 
transport was again dis- 
nmtod, and shops in most 
towns 'were shutting early. 

Mo Mowlam, Northern Ire- 
land Secretary, met Ronnie 
nanagan, RUC chief emsta- 
hle, yesterday. She said she 
'wanted to thank his effioera 
for their efiforts in upholding 
the Parades Commission's le- 
gally binding decision. 

- She indicated that the Or- 
ange Order must accept res- 
ponsibility for the .violence 
ubleskhed. “It is not enough 
to. can. for peac^kil protest if 
at the same dome you are not 
abiding by tiie law," she said. 
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The topping outi ceremony yesterday at tbe Nationai Centre for Popular Mumc in. Sh effie ld, ^dneh will house data on pop music photographs: don uems 


Pop music gets into the interactive groove with 
£1 5m moving feast to fete the genre’s dynamics 


B RITAIN'S most sophisti- 
cated karaoke studio 
was unveiled yesterday by 
two Elvis Presley looka- 
likes on abseil ropes, vn-iies 
Motrin Woimerig/U. 

Tbiey slid 50 fleet down a 
black tarpaulin to reveal 
the first gtimpse of Brit- 
ain’s £15,000,000 National 
Centre for Popular Mosie, a 
combination of archive and 
recording studio in Shef- 
field, South Yoikshire. 

The centre opens next 
July, with a brief to tell tbe 


history of pop and rock and 
allow Tlattors to try their 
own alrin*- “You will be 
able to record yourself with 
a range of bacJriwg instrn- 
ments, design an album 
Sleeve or be a radio DJ for a 
while." said Tim Strid:- 
land, the centre's creative 
director. 

The building will also 
house a “Rockopaedia’* — 
information about 700 mu- 
sicians and slogers — and a 
circular “sensnrronad" 
theatre, with popular 


twrtgic from 1900 to the 
present day. 

mie centre is interested 
In ideas for permanently 
changing exhibitions to 
avoid becoming a static 
commemoration of rock 
and pop. 

After 'wrestling nnsne- 
cessfriUy with a dnd naval 
flare to lannch the Elvises, 
the building's architect, fti- 
gel Coates, said: “There 
can't be any sneh thing as a 
museum for popular music, 
which is always changing." 



Judges back ex-Irish PM against Sunday Times 

‘Reynolds did not 
receive a fair trial’ 



Albert Reynolds: 'Case was about honesty and truth’, a ftAr 
he won the latest ronnd inMa 


A lbert Reynolds, the 
former Irish prime 
minister, yesterday 
won the latest, round i 
in his l^al battle with.the-j 
Sunday Times, as the Appeel'l 
Court granted him a retrial of | 
’hit libel action against the 
newspeper. I 

The Lord Oiief Justice. Lord | 
H tngham ruled ttiat 2 [gr BejFll- i 
oilds did not receive a fEur tziaL 
during the original bearing in 
199& He also denied a counter- 
appeal from the new^per. 
whidi, if upheld, could have 
tzansfonned the media’s abil^ 
I ty to cover politicians’ 
activities.. 

The former Taois e ach, aged 
68, went to the App^ Court 
after the High Court -verdict 
two years ago left him fiuang 
huge bills even Bm"*s** 
the jury found that he had 
been Ifocdled by a stray- petb- 
lisbed In 1994 after foe coBapse 
of his Wanna Eafl-Laboor eo- 
alitian gofveninisiL 
Under foe headline, Goodbye 
Gombeen man: Why a Gb too 
for pro^ fotal. tbe Sunday 
Thnes accused Mr Reynolds cf 
mtaiaariinp the Dsfl and lying 
to Labour coneagues. While 
foe jury found that he had 
been UbeRed. it dedited tiiat be 
wasnoteutiHedtodamagesbe- 
canse the paper had not acted, 
maliciously. It had simply 
r^eated anegatkais made m 

T rfeh pa’Hiampnt. 

As tiie jeper had already 
paid £sjn5 iato court to settie 
the dispute, Mr Reyxxdds was 
ordered to pay his own co sts 
up to the timfl thfl pflynitwil 

was made, and the costs of the 

Sunday Times after that 

But Lord Bfnghmu, sittiDg 
with Lord Justice Robert 
Wdll^ and Lord Janice fflrst, 
set aside the verdict and or- 
dered a new trisl alter acoqjit- 
tog Mr Reynolds's claim that 
foe 'frlal judgS^S gimmtng op 

had been "conftging and oxt- 
stzuetQi^”,' had at times mis- 
rep refi e n ted his evidence, and 
may hm been mitieoding to 
the jury. 

Tbe judges said it was with 
“vsty great regreT they had 
found foe cumflattve of 
the mi&directkms had daiied 


Idr Resmolds a foir triaL 
Ontside the court, Mr Reynr 
aids said his dedsiCMi to iqipWd 
had b e en vi ndicated. “I was al- 
ways a stmng believer that thu 
tztoii would come out . . . The 
case waefo out honesty. It was 
about truth, and it was aboot 
r^utatioQ, and I think the Ap- 
peal Court has cleariy a ngn^ 
tiutouL 

"My view is the cf 
Taoiseach was enWtTa^ to be 
piotected against untrue aZIe- 
gaOons. 1 was not gobig to 1 ^ it 

go unchallenged. i was tdld it 

cost me a lot of fficxiey. 
and l said that was the price to 

be paid for a retrlaL" 

In its oountef-appeal. the 

Sunday Times riahrtori the 

artidewBSlntiiepiddicinter- 
et and pnblisfaed m good folth. 

and shffl]|d therefore be pro 
tected by the role of qualffied 
privilege. 

Lord Lester QC. for the 
pa.m, told the court the case 
hi g hlighte d the n^ tor a rei& 
tetprscation of the llb^ Jaws to 
protect newspsqiers and broad- 
casts who criticised 


clans or other public niWHfli« 
— even in cases such as this 
where the stories proved 
erroneous. 

He said the extension of the 
rule of qualified privilege 
should only cover stories 
ab^ an indivtoual’s pHWig 
duties, and would "«*nn Inac- 
CQzate stories could only be 
challenged if they were pute 
Ushed out of reridessness or 
malice. 

But the Judges said: "While 
foose who wigage in jntollc life 

must SBpect axxl accept that 

their puhiie conduct be the 

su&iject of dose scrutiny 
cobust critidsm. they diould 
not in our view be tafcffi to 
expect or accept that their con- 

^ should be the suhleet of 
false and defamatory 
statemods.” 

"Hie Sunday Times, which 
ordered to pay the costs of 
foe appeal, was refused leave 
to appeal -to the House of 
The retrial win not be 
heard unt il the Lords haw coq- 
sidaud a pteition from the 
newspaper to hear the case. 
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1 Also: Consumer and Online 


Holidaymakers get Hirst’s prescription fails foul of pharmacists 

‘bled dry* in buying 

foreign current 


■ ''-fb 


ReryCarroH 


Vhre la difference 


H igh street travel 
agents are Ueedlxig 
dry boUdaymakers 
who don’t shop 
around before buying fbreign 
e xchan ge, according to a 
survey. 

Well-known firms like 
Lunn Poly and Thomas Cook 
offer the worst deals, cream- 
ing off up to 10 per «»nt more . 
than rivals, it found. i 

Trading standards ofBcers 
in Warwickshire bou ght 
of French francs and Spanish 
pesetas from tanks, travel 
agents, a tourist infbnnatlon 
centre, and the Post Office, 
selling it back to tbe same 
branches a week later. 

There was £5.U) difiiereiice 
between tbe best and worst 
company when francs were 
bou^t and £3.44 difference 
when they were sold tack. 

For pesetas, the difference 
was £4.88 and £3.28 
respectively. 

Using travel agents as a 
one-stop shop to book holi- 
days and and <*aog p money 
offered poor value. 

Officers were surprised to 
rtnd that some <£ the worst 
deals were offered by travel 
agents who heavily promoted 
tbeir bureau de change 
facilities. 

Travellers wanting to 


Cost 470 Prmch francs: \ Oo^ of 12.000 ^aniA pesetas: 


NatWest £49.78 
Halifax £49.90 
Midland Co-Op S^.93 
World Choice £52.06 
Post Office £52.59 
Barclays Bank £52.95 
Uoyds Bank £52.95 
Thomas Cook £53.00 
Tourist Information ^3.06 
Lunn Poty £54.88. 


change money into several 
currencies at once were 
charged for each transaction 
at all but one of those sur- 
veyed — Barclays Bank. 

Noel Hunter. Warwick- 
shire’s chief trading stan- , 
dards officer, said customers i 
should beware no-commls- 1 
rion and firee buy-tack offm. , 
which often masked a poor 

initial pw»hflng a rate 

“Our advice to consumers 
is to make tbe best deal by 
shopping around at the time 
of buyU^ and return borne 
with little or preferably no 
curreicy,” he said. 

L unn Poly refused to com- 
ment on its bottom pc^tion, 
but Thomas Cook defended its 


Midlands Co-Op £50.43 • 
World Choice £52.48 
NatWast £52.68 
Post Office E52.S9 
I Barclays Bank £53.24 
Halifax £53.32 
Lloyds Bank £53.47 
Tourist InformatkMi £53.58 
Thomas Cook £53.63 
Lunn Poly £55.31 


j poor showing by attackiii^ 
i the terms of the survey. 

I A spokeswoman sai± “It 
' takes no account of. the feet 
' that exchange rates vary from 
day to day. c urren cy to cur- 
rency and branch to branch. 
Diff^ot brandies biwe dif- 
ferent commission structures 
depending on the level of com* 
petitian within that area. 

“No ie made of the 

fact that we keep large stocks 
of currency compared to 
other sources and have flilly- 
trained currency ^ta£C on 
hand to help advise our cus- 
tomers during opening 
hours.” 

The Association of Travri 
Agents denUnpH to comment 


m 









A FASHIONABLE west 
^kLondon restaurant' 
# lowned by the artist 
Damien Hirst (above) Is to 
be sued by the Royal Phar- 
macentical Sode^, amid 
concerns that customers 
may be conftised by the ille- 
gal use of the name Phar^ 
macy, it emerged yester- 
day, torites Amelia 
Gentleman. 

While most people who 


step inside Pharmacy want 
Tiothb^ more than a cock- 
tail or two, the occasional 
visitor is misguided enough 
to try to obtain prescrip- 
tion medicine &om the bar. 
This confusion has 
prompted the Royal Phar- 
maceutical Society to sue 
the owners for committing 
a grtminni ofifence Under 
the 1968 Medicines Act, 
which forbids the unautho- 


rised use of the titles Phar- 1 
macy and Pharmacist. 

The society said there 
was a “grave danger of the 
public being misled” by the i 
restaurant's medical motif I 
which could encourage I 
them to go there to seek 
medical advice. 

In addition to the large 
green Pharmacy sign on the 
front of tbe Notting HUl 
venue, a huge glass window 


displays shelves loaded 
with packets of Beechams, 
Alka Seltzer and Hedex 
irills. Inside the theme con- 
tinues with drug cabinets, 
bottles, syringes and 
suppositories. 

Tbe occasional ailing cus- 
tomer has fonnd the only 
medications on sale are the 
Detox and Voltenol Retard- 
ing Agent cocktails listed 
on the drinks menu.” 


Susan Sharpe, a spokes- 
woman for the Royal Phar- 
maceuticai Society, said it 
was trying to proteirt con- 
samers. “The conncil’s 
overriding concern is that 
the public can always be 
confident that where they 
see the Pharmacy sign they 
can obtain a profession^ 
pharmacy service.” 

mOTOGRAm: GRAHAM TURNER 


Seeing red at ‘fake’ curry 


Dyed-in-the-wool fans risk their 
health, writes Martin Wainwright 


— — -■ mmm.m 
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A THOROUGHLY mod- 
em version of Delhi 
belly has been exposed 
by tradi^ standards offi- 
cers. tipp^ by tbe case 
of the D^rglo IWndoorL 
A survey of Asian rest k n- 
rants in North Yorkshire, 
discovered “shockingly 
high” doses of artiSci^ 
fbod colonring to appeal to 
diners wanting something 
vivid with th^ lager. ' 

Samples from 17 out of 23 
mtanrants prodneed np to 
four the legal limit of 
additives such as tartra- 
rine, the orax^e-ced dye 


associated with hyperactiv- 
ity and asthma. Other 
chemicals found above 
legal limits in Scar- 
borough, Northallerha and 
Harrogate included Sunset 
Yellow and riie colour m- 
hancer Ponceau ^ 

Gordon Gresty, head of 
trading standards hr the 
county, said “handfuls^ of 
additives were involved in 
some eases, which are 
being taken to co ur t for 
“serions breaches of fbod 
regulations’*, ^e Megna 
restaurant in Selby was 
, fined £200 with 2160 costs 
this week in the first prose- 
cuUon from the survey. 

Mr Kresty said chemical 


cooking was cheaper for 
restaurants and . appealed 
to 'some customers who 
mistakenly considered It 
“more authentic”. 

He said; “The use of these 
colourants in such exces- 
sive amounts po ses a seri- 
ous health risk to many 
people.” 

. Pat Chapman, <*i»airmaw 
of the Gurry Club and 
author of the Good Curry 
Guide, said: “I haven’t 
come across a survey be- 
fore showing nxisnse to this 
extent. ... in India yon 
would never see the bright 
effect you get flmn food 
eolonxing. The paprika, 
and other vegeta- 
bles they use are naturally 
red, but come out a sort of 
dull browny orange when 
cooked. That's what people 
should look for.” 


HALF PRICE 

SALE 

/?/us FREE AMERICAN FRIDGE/FREEZER 

WORTH £899rrp 
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(NOW THAT'S AN OFFER WORTH 
TELLING FRIENDS ABOUT) 

Every Magnet kitchen is de:::gned to look sninning, and built to take ever>'thing life can throw at it. And right 
now all kitchen and bedroom cabinets arc half price," plus a free American Fridgc/Frcczcr worth £899 rrp.' We’ve 
'got many more offers on -and ^Siirlpool appliances too. Ac Magnet you can be sure of a service that's 

second to none with a unique colour 3D .design and planning sen'ice, a design manager who will visit you 
after we’ve installed your kirchen to make sure you're 100% satisfied, and an impressive 10 ye.tr guarantee 
on all our rigid carcases. Call 0800 192 192 today for details of your nearest showroom, quoting code CU41. 


Magnet 

BUILT FOR LIFE 

wu'w.nugncLco.uk 
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Helen Carter on a £544,000 prospect 

Bet means flower 
man comes up roses 


Adrian Fitzpatrick, who bas £18,000 on the Arsenal/Brazil doalsle and side bets of ^,000 each on France and Croatia 


PHOTOGRAPH: GAVM nOG 


p^ORGET Brazn: the real 
winner of' Sunday’s 
World Cup final win be 
1 a Birai^iam flower 
importer Set to receive 
£544.000 from the bookmakers 
if foefovoorites succeed. 

Tn Jiine last year, Adrian 
Fitzpatrick, of SolihuU, bet 
£18,000 on both Arsenal win- 
ning the Premiersta^ and 
Braxil winning the World 

Pnw dUl^'h 

was in M94. when be stak^ 

£13,000 on a treble ^ Ci^tai 
Palace to win the First piv- 
.islon, Manchester Ohited to 

take the Premiership and 
Brazil to lift the Worid Cup r: 
which earned him £395,000 
when all three teams won. 

‘T was confident they would 
do as X had studied the fbrm. 

he said. He took his femlly on 

a Caribbean crUlM. bought a 

WUXI OQU9 IK rm ivt 

b^at WmiamHUL . . 

When the Gunners lifted 
'foe Premiership *<*•!«> at the 
end of last season foe money 
yna zoQed over, but now he is 
iirtpmg tliirt RnnalHn imd hiS 
team-mates win complete foe 
final part of the bet for him. 

Even if Brazil lose, Mr Fitz- 

/Sheer TOmmon 
sense told me 
Braal will win 
the World Cup’ 

patrick wm stOl win because 
be has a side bet of £5,000 on 
ivH-b of last ni^ifs semi^nal- 
ists, France and Croatia — ei- 
sinibg'at lea^ £554)00 from 
foe toumament. 

Mr Filq^trlck. aged 41. 
first tasted gamWing success 
when, t^ed 10, he bet 10 pence 
on a Gfimd Miatioiial boise 
vfolch romped home. 

He said his next serious bet 

topTof-the-range Meraedes 
car, invited some of his win- 
wiwp,- 3 u 3 donated some to 
cancer charities. 

Mr Flta^tiick, who buys 
most of his flowers frtan Hol- 
land, said he was calm during 
the the BrazU-HoUand match, 
even when foe penalties were 
being taken. “My friends 
from Hdland have been rib- 


King me. sayingl^ going tP 
lose my money,” he said. 

"Sheer common $ease toid 

jne that Brazil will win the 

World Cup." ^ , 

But be does not always 
have the golden touch. He lost 
a total at £10.000 In the 1996 
and 1 997 Ibotb^ seasons after 
wrongly predicting that 
Arsenal would win the Pre- 
miership In both years. 

Mr t l t apa tr i ck. a Blrmmg- 
Ram City supporter who has 
fbjiir children, spends up to 30 
hours a week studying team 
form and drawing up short- 
lists before deciding who to* 
hac k The secret, he says. Is to 
pl poo bets early while the 
odds are good. 

Be shuns casinos and otho' 
forms of gambling because 
the odds are stacked against 
winning. 

A William Hill spokesman 
"If Mr Fitipatrick wins 
his bet he will be the biggest 
winner out of the World 
Cup." The spokesman added: 
"Altogether tlw odds were 30- 
1 agahist Arsenal winning die 
Premiership and Brazil wm- 
wing the World Cup.” 



Sport supremo 
and son are 
jailed for fraud 


John Duncan 
Sports Corraspondent 


P ETER Lawson, for 23 
years one of the most 
powerful men in British 
sport, was Jailed for 18 
ntfiinthg yesterday for fraud 
a^r telz^ found guilty of 
“wholesale dlsbcmes^’ in si- 
phoning off at least £80,000 
from the Central Council of 
Physical Recreation, of yrtiich 
he was general secretary. 

Mr Lawson’s son Christo- 
' pher, aged 28, who worked at 
the CCFR during his fotheris 
reign there, whicb ended in 
1995, was also convicted ot 
fraud and jailed for two years 
for his part in scams that left 
the council with a £300,000 
black hole. 

"It is indeed a sad day when 
father and son appear 
together in the dock,” said 
Judge Geoffrey Rivlin as he 
sentenced the pair, describing 
their offences as "a gross 
breach of trtisf. He wadded: 
"These Offences implicated, 
and in some cases compro- 
mised. other people in your 
dishonesty and involved con- 
siderable forethought and 
eflbrt." 

Lawson senior, 58, of Sld- 
cup. Kent, was convicted on 
Tuesday of two charges 
conspiracy' to defraud and 
four of furnishing false infor- 
mation. His son, also of Sid- 
cup. was found guilty of two 
offences of conspiracy to de- 
fraud, one of th^ and six of 
furnishing false information. 

The said of the son's 
role in the dishonesty: "Z have 
no doubt you oaicelved a good 
part of it yoursdf You caused 
so many false invoices to be 
raised, you told so many lies. 



Fetw Lawson. . .gnlUyof 
*groK breadi of trnsf 

that it has -been difficult to, 
keep trade of them.- You were 
drtviag>fb0' fraudulest<8cttvi., 
ties as h^ as you could.” 

The main fraud involved 
the consultancy Sport and 
Leisure Communications, 
which Peter Lawson set up in 
19B8 with hitn^lf and his sou 
as directors. He billed the 
councQ for non-existent con- 
sultancy work to conceal 
thefts of taxpayers* money. 

The jui^ also criticised 
them for a "particularly mean 
ofifence” in pocketii^ £6,400 
in cash from the proceeds of 
an 80th birthday firnd ra isi n g 
dinner for fotiner footballer 
Sir Stanley Matthews. 

Accountants EPMG esti- 
mated total thefts at £300fi00, 
but poUoe never found where U 
an went Apart from travd ex- 
penses, tb^ Mgntffiwi nearty 
£9.000 spent on Peter Lawson’s 
£250,000 house and £1,500 for a 
batbioom for his son. 

The CCFR technical cdBcer, 
Nlgd Hook, three years ago 
passed bis concerns aboM 
frauds to his superiors. 


Move to protect 
helpline users 


D a vid Bri n Jo, Social 
S arvi caa C o n a sp o iiJut 

S PECL^ numbers are to 
be Introduced for recog- 
nised telephone help- 
lines so that callers may did 
free and avoid detection by 
their fomiUes. 

The move, announced yes- 
terday, foDows a number of 
cases in which people have 
faced embarrassment or 
recrimination after the help- 
line numbers ftiey had called 
appeared on phone bills. 

Callers have been exposed 
for haviog rung helplines 
about cancer, suicide and do- 
mestie violence — and perpe- 
trators of violence have then 
exacted punishment 
The Introduction of special 
numbers was disdoaed at foe 
annual meeting of the Tele- 
phone Helplines Association. 

which ha* been 

for the change for a decade. 

The new. toll-free, numbers 

will start with the prefix 0888- 


800-. Under an agreement 
with BT and Oftd. approved 
services will qualify for a dis- 
count for existing toll-free 
lines with an oaoo-.prefix. 

A pilot w»hgfnp will start fa 
the autumn and the smvloe is 
expected to be avaftable gen- 
erally early next year. 

Maxine Rosenlleld, who 
chairs tiw association, fwid 
helplines had been concerned 
that callers had been putting 
themselves at risk. 

"Without realising it, isone 
of foe most vulnerable pet^ile 
were placin g thesns^hres in 
even greater jeopardy," Ms 
Roseofteld add^ 

The new system will give 
helplines fba advantages of 
toll-free 0600- numbers, which 
do not appear ou itamiaed 
phone bills, without premium 
overheads. Dialling such 
numbers costs the reaving 
organisation between 8.5p 
and I2p a minute. Cadis to 
0808-800- numbers would cost 
3,5p a minute, BT and 
said. 
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“They can force you off the 
street, but is that the 
problem solved? Ws not 
the street that^ the 
problem. Ws me.” 

A life on the streets 


Q2 cover stoiy 
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TAKE CHILLED AND FROZEN FOOD HOME QUICKLY -PREPARE AND 
STORE RAW AND COOKED FOOD SEPARATELY* KEEP THE COLDEST PART 
OF YOUR FRIDGE AT 0-5°C« CHECK 'USE BY' DATES - KEEP PETS AWAY 

FROM FOOD.WASH YOUR HANDS T H 0 R 0 U G H L Y • K E E P YOUR KITCHEN 

CLEAN-DO NOT EAT FOOD CONTAINING UNCOOKED EGGS-COOK FOOD 

WELL-KEEP HOT FOODS HOT AND COLD FOODS COLD- , ® 

MAFF "f 

Fisheries 
“ dncl Food 

For more informatiori about fooi ??fctY and '.vhat to dc in tlie ovtMit of rood noisoniiig, h irca booklet Food Safety' is avciilabk?. C«U 0645 556000, quotina reference PB 05 = 1 
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News in brief 

Clinton backs 
gun control bill 

^^[D^BfflCUirtoa yesterday cafledOT 

wpoHr-cftlieDeedtoaghtearesWctto 

have rodtod Ameri^ 

“pangOT a b^>artisan Senate 


WORLD NEWS 7 


loaded fireanns. . 

xi-? ^^‘y ^y^^'ll°fa^^Po^^tihsg»otb6rofcaieoftlie'Victtmsof 
M eiKm ^OOTO, ArfcansaS.-^OOtinf^ in Mam'^ m^ftwint u lwply 
In snj^^tofnior&ooiitioils. *^y> evofy gm owne' in Axneriea I 
P**®*®» P*®®®®. fiw sate of the chiW^ 

tbeguns, Suzaim WDson said. — Uartzn K’mtu^ Washtfigion. 
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Rebels raid refugee camp 

UGANDAN ip)el8kniedflireepwip!fi gTMfahrfTp»fpfl a*'^«*Mgt' 100 

Cwhf^ro tllftrSJclQCerfiftlgee^wmpfhf TT ^nAmo Jqi 

anewapeperr^orted. 


^oirtfioe miles east cCtibe Ugandan bQnfa-,nn .SirtTfrday ,thfe 
MSocitor sai<L A miStaxy ^dkesman confSrmed tba attack 


fbeirTtHageA —AP, Sangiata. 


Bomb in toilet ii^ures seven 

AB QMBt nJaiwlBevenineP'WfaeDit *^^ndwrf inpJpiBrtnry ina 
aUbgriiail8hODPiaglnaiII,PhiH ppin»a^p^^»oeaM 
The Mast scatter shrap^ in «^w^ir(Vno(ytT>fl|Prf-rrf ^ 

' in Caloocan Cily, sorSi ofManOa. PMloe said it was fiM second 
blast inflie rest room since iflflfi. — 4 P, 

35 missing in ferry tragedy 

DIDQNBSXAN aotborities have caQed off a seercta tbr vjlctims of a 
fbny accident in whidh 85 peqda died and 35 more are missing. 

BMytwo people were rescued and 85 bodies were fiwmd after 
QieKMPT teTwna Nasairtaraea pBfaMdandflanlrt yi.TunegSha. 
Iwri'iitfaeislandaQfSiimhaMM anHT/wriVirtir — APf^tkarttL 


Nuclear mishap at train station 

ACRANE ripped tfag metal ffnsBringnf a rail mnniiTter carting 
mitdear waste as ft was Ibading it cat to a truck in nordieni 
Genuany. Nudear safety officials fouzid DO leaks ofwaste. 

TUeaoeideDtatitaeBitegddniEg-jlotheDseetrainstationoo- 
cuired as the waste was being sent toastorage centre. Hie orane 
ripped a 23in-loog tear te Ifte container's oovecing bat did not 
damage Qie thick conoete ODdeEiieat]L ^ 


Sea horse numbers plummet 

ASIA’S onceebundantpopolatiosi of sffl horses has dedined 
alarmingly because ofheavy demand fbrflieir use in traditwmal 

medirtnog, y pih yndictara andaqiinriiimB^ m nwro Mlinnirfs arid 
71 w» d e fft r"rivm nf ftiBirhaMtat iQ alan ni > plT ni iil I ng infhp dflrfinB- 

“We’re dealing witha sitoation where we stm have time,'' said 
Heather Ban ofLoodoa’a Zoological Society. 

About 4D conserraCimiste and traders are meeting in the 
Philippines this week to discuss ways cfsaviz^ the sea creatures 
widi^ banning their coDectioD. — AP.i^ebu. 


Plug pulled on Mir launch 


THE NEgr crew bo u ndibrtliBMir 
days later than planned because ftm 


station win blast off 10 


Tori Sanyanoe, head ofllie cocporatkiQ that runs SGr, said 
iMalmonrth’slaundihBdbeteipoitpanedbecaiiaelDcalanthari- 
ties at the Baikonur cosmodixmjfe^diich tsleasedfrorngaaMh- 
Btan^hadtumedogtha puwei flu twu w e eka . —AP. Moscow. 



Secret US 
hackers 
‘drilled for 
cyber-wari 


MlkhaB Markhasev gestures after leaving the Santa Monica courthonse in CaUfomia, where he was found guilty on 
Tuesday of umrdermg Rnnts Cosby, son of the actor Bill Cosby. Blaikhasev, a Ukz^nian immigrant aged 19, was algo 
convicted of alteaup ting to lob Cosby as be rgad r edaflat tyre tmaloneily road in January 1997 PHaTOGnmMOMa.jLOiumn 


Ma r tin Kistlle in Btashlngton 


U NDER the cover of 
strict secrecy, the 
United States Is 
foought to be train* 
log a potent new oSbnsive 
fare -» a squad of military 
and intelligence computer 
backers who can bring Amer- 
ica's enemies to their knees 
without a shot being fired in 

arigw. 

Almost all government 
statements about possible 
fiitnre cyber-wars have fo- 
cused on the need for strong 
defensive measures a gwiTugt 
attacks foom hostile govern- 
ments or ‘'cyber-terrorists". 

Last month 1^-esident Bill 
dhxton ordered that security 
be increased for natitmai com- 
puter systems in the military, 
intelligence, governmental 
and banking sectors. 

In contrast, little has been 
said about the means Wash- 
ington Is developing to 
launch cyber-measures 
against its enemies. No equiv- 
alent presidential directive is 
under consideration. 

But ft is InamcelvaUe that 
the Pentagon and the CIA 
would neglect such a power- 
ftQ weapon, and a trail of evi- 
dence suggests their plans are 
wdl advanced. 

At a Senate h^rii^ last 
month a Democratic senator. 
Carl Levin, asked the CIA di- 
rector, George Tenet, whether 
the government was develop- 
ing an offensive hacking 
ca^dty. Mr Tenet said die 
co im tr y “can rest assured 
that we’re not asleep at the 
switch in this regard”. 

The Penta^^ is understood 
to have carried out an inter- 
nal restructuring to give 
greater ui^ency to offensive 
computer opeiations. and to 
have ordered rnUitmy com- 
manders to review their war 


plans with cyber-weapons in 
mind. An wnnamad congres- 
sional source told the Wash- 
ington Post this week that 
“some pretty ; aggressive 
-thinirirtg" was going on. 


Tbe-eftent of such capabili- 
ties is one of Washington's 
most closely guarded secrets, 
but sources say the govern- 
ment has e^dored ways of 
pJanting computer viruses or 
"logic bombs” in foreign net- 


works to render them useless 
in wartime. 

Among the options said to 
have been considered are 
shutting down cooqiuterised 
enemy air defence networks, 
shutting off power and tele- 
phone networks In major 
rides, foedlng false data about 
troop and weapons deplo}'- 
ment Into enemy military in- 
formation networks, and 
“morphing” television propa- 
ganda into fore^ broadcasts. 

The attractions of such ca- 
pabilities are obvious, not 
least to a public that has been 
led to believe in “smart wars" 
which ariiieve their objec- 
tives without the loss of 
American lives. 

But the policy “is at a fairly 
immature stage of develop- 
ment", according to the 
Washington Post's congres- 
sional source, and the Penta- 
gon is tmwilling to discuss it. 

“You ver>’ quickly run into 
a security brick walL The de 
ftesce department has next to 
nothing to say about this in 
an unelass ified form.” the 
source tedd the newspaper. 

Tlte gulf between what the 
technolog>’ is capable of and 
what it can deliver, especially 
in wartime, helps to explain 
the hesitancy. Large-scale 
computer attacks require 
enormous amounts of com- 
prehensive information about 
riiml systems, which are not 
easy to obtain or update. 

"We in» to think of elec- 
tronic attack as the ultimate 
in precision weapons.” said 
Vice-Admiral Arthur Ce- 
browskl, a navy authority’ on 
such systems. “But these are 
not necessarily very precise 
insQruments." 

One of the many unkno wns 
is the effect that feeding fhlse 
information into one part of 
an enemy’s computer system 
Is likriy to have elsewhere. 
There is also debate about the 
oommanti structure for cyber- 
operations. 

The inteDigmice oversi^t 
committees in the US Con- 
gress have pressed for greater 
darlty and for co-ordination 
betwem the Pentagon, the 
CIA and the fBL 

They want to ensure that 
any government-sponsored 
hackers do not Interfere with 
rival agencies’ operations and 
that they obey similar rules. 


Cash when you want it 
Cash in reserve when 
you don’t. 



Supposing 'someone was' willing "to 

put £3;000 at your disposal? 

You could spend it all at once or just 
a little at a time - there would be no-bn'e to 
say what you'could or couldn't do. 

Or could keep It In reserve 
for when you really needed it 

k. womM ^ simple to use. | 

You'd have a special checkbook, with every 

cheque^made out to' yoii. Write one out, 

bsink it, and once deared the money would : ■ . 

be ydiui And'k;V« ypi* W : 

the minimum yriiount each mor^ 



or more — whatever suited you at the time 
— with interest on the balance charged at a 
competitive rate. • 

. That's'the idea: behind Marks & Spencer 
^rson^ ResdrVe. 

And perhaps the best future 
of all is diati with no annual fee, 

no administration charges and no 

. 

early settlement fees, a Personal Reserve 
costs you absolutely notiiin^ unless you're 
. actually using it, 

For -.more information, please call us 
on 0800 iOO 150. 


' P E R S O N A L ' a E S E R V E 

Call 0800 100 150 

8 ; 0 OBm CO 8.00pm 7 diys E WMk. Pi«ue qiioM reference ZQG2 

free until tou use it . 

MARKS StSreNCER 


w,.r^ • T ' ■ Iiilhry^ “ rierte and ifee^.Rnwidij-SK^ Umiwd,lC^ Maa^C^werBumiw PEi*. • 

C^mrantowinkwdi»repgmam»Cor »afi«wr . , 


CNN star reporter fights 
for his job in Tailwind crisis 


Mwttai IMIle hi WMili«lon 


C NN television’s most 
ftamons news reporter 
was fitting for his 
job lest n^tit as the crisis 
de.epened over the net- 
work’s retracted report 
that United States troops 
used nerve gas dntiag the 
Vietnam war. 

Peter Arnett was som- 
moned to CNN’s Atlanta 
headquarters' to meet 
senior network ezecntlves 
who have .already repri- 
manded him for his role in 
ue disowned Operation 
Tailwind broadcast. The 
meeting followed criticism 
from CNN staff that Mr Ar- 
nett was let off too H^tly 
when the programme's two 
producers were sacked. 

Before the meeting yes- 
terday Mr Arnett said he 
recognised he could be 


fired in the wake of CNN’s 
disavowal of the pro- 
gramme’s claim that a 
secret 1970 uussion into 
Laos had used sarin nerve 
gas against US defectors. 

The meeting began at 
Bam yesterday and contin- 
ued through file afternoon. 
Mr Arnett said he been 
up until «arwi writing an 
eight-page brief for net- 
work executives setting out 
his role in file report. 

An iuTulry last week 
found that the Operation 
Tailwind report, which was 
fronted by Mr Arnett and 
on _ which he wrote an 
article for Time magazine, 
was “unsnstainabte’* after 
critlcksm of file journalists’ 
sources and jud^ent. 

Mr Arnett said yesterday 
he did not write any part of 
the Time' article that 
peered under his name and 
fiiat of April Oliver, of 


the producers sacked last 
week. 

CNN’s retraction has 
plunged the network into 
crisis: the sacked producer s 
piaiin the network aban- 
doned them because of 
high-level military pres- 
sure, while several journal- 
ists have denounced the 
eision to broadcast the 
aUegations. CNN journal- 
ists hrid angry meetings on 
Monday, during which Mr 
Arnett defended his role by 
telephone- 

Mr Arnett has been 
accused of concealing the 
of bis involvement 
in the debacle after It be- 
came clear be had con- 
ducted three Interviews for 
the programme. Eaziier, he 
hail said be was brooiht in 
only at a late stage. 

Some CNN employees be- 
lieve the network, feeing 
Increased competition flrom 



Peter Arnett: Staff objected 
he was let off too lightiy 

rival cable news channels, 
may have wanted to shield 
Mr Arnett, aged 63, who be- 
came CNN's most admired 
correspondent after the 
Golf war. Others believe 
exeentives have made 
scapegoats of the 
producers. 

*T hope they don’t saddle 
me with the blame.” Mr Ar- 
nett said yesterday. "I 
fiiink it’s a cop-out.** 


Israelis fear Palestinians plan 
unilateral declaration of a state 


Adlmi Borgarbi Jainaalem 


Israeli ieades- 

shrugged off the 
United Nations vote 

Tip gradtnp 'the PalfiSHnitmo * 

status yesterday, thm was 
growing concern in Israel 
that the rosolution was a dry 
run for a more dramatic step 
jifenn ed for nsct May the 
nnOateral declaration of a 
Palestinian state. 

Senior Palestinian ofnetein 
say Yasser Arafet will deriare 
statehood unilaterally OD May 
4 ~ on expiry of the five-year 
transition period envisaged 
in the Otio peace accords — if 
there Is no break in the dead? 
lock in talks zrith Binyamin 
Netanyahu’s government 
Ibe UN resrintioD teken on 

(g Palestinian d degaft on 
from observer status, givtog ft 
WWW , of foe rifdxte a ccer d ed to 
states, such as ttidiig part in 
Generd Assembly debates and 
coqjxxitorlng motioos. 

Iifi Netanyahu dismissed 
the /^hang eis as “BUDOr corrcc- 


tlons” Israeli 
pciiwhMi out that the Palestin- 
ians would still have no ri^t 
to vote or submit candidates 
frKroffio&' 

But Palestinian observers 
pointed'to the size of the ma- 
jority backing the utotion: iSA 


member qtates supported It, 
while only Israel, the United 
' S t ates , the Marshall Tslanris 
and Micronesia imposed it 
KiiFOT pean unloD Countries an 
backed the resolution. 

Mabdl Abdul WaiW, director 
of the nyestinian Academic 
Society for tbe study of Inter- 
natitsiei ASkirs, said: **nie 
vote was a test for us. It said: 
yes, the world is for justice; and 
yes, tite wenid is in fevour of 
Palestinian statehood.” 

An Israeli official said: “1 
don’t fotnk there is any doubt 
that most of the UN would 
back aPalestSnian state. The 
question for us is uriiat bor- 
ders would be recognised and 
would tile US rectonlse it” 
bx a' cover story en tiffed 
Palestine Rising, the Jerusa- 
lem Report quoted bfr AiU: 
fat's cabinet secretary. 


Ahmed Abdul Rahman, as 
sasting: "Netanyahu leaves us 
no choice. We’d prefer to ne- 
gotiate independence by the 
deadline, but we cannot give 
him a margin for the stupid- 
ity of his paUcies.” 

Mr Arttfafs Palestinian Au- 
thoftty has AiH or partial con- 
trol over coly 27 per cent rf the 
West Bank at present and 
lOper cent of fhe Gaza Strip, 
but a dedaraUco of statehood 


nflgt ' M fly fftoim to aTl 

the Palestinian tecrftocy biaet 
has nempied since the 1967 
war, iBnct Jerusalem. 

Much would then depend 
on tile Israeli reution. The 
^ime minister’s spokesman, 
David Bar-man, s^d such a 
deriaration would “render 
the 0^ peace process null 
and void, so we’d take wha^ 
ever steps we feel necessary 
to protect oursdvee in those 
circumstances”. 

Mr Bar-BIan sti^>ped short 
of spelling out what retalia- 
tory steps the government 
mi^ take, but anoricatim of 
large areas of the West Bank 
and Gaza is wldriy believed to 


be a contingency option, mal:- 
ing a violent confrontation al- 
most inevitable. 

‘^liere are two options. 
May 4 can be a declaration of 
peace or a declaration of 
war," Mr Abdul Rahman told 
Jerusalem Report 

US diplomats are believed 
to be trying to persuade Mr 
Arafet to postpone his plans 
for statehood, but Palestinian 
officials say Washington 
would have to offer fer more 
pro^^ss in implementing the 
Oslo accords than has been 
achieved. 

'DS-brokered negotiatious 
on the next phase of Israeli 
troop withdrawals from the 
West Bank are said to be dose 
to completion. But Mr Abdul 
Had! that would proba- 
bly not be enough. 

“Arafet does not have much 
time. He is getting old if 
he does not act soon, maybe 
he wiB lose his chance to cre- 
ate a Palestinian state," he 
said. "If he does not do it, 
then other people might be 
ready to do it Hamas is doing 
its homework too." 
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General has isolated Abacha’s hardline advisers, reports Alex Duval Smith in Lagos 


Taliban 

edict 

bans 


the box 


yphoafiirtifln Abdullah 
InKafaHl 


T he newest edict from 
tlie hardline Islamic 
Taliban army bans 
televisions, video cassette 
recorders, videos and satel- 
lite disbes. 

**rhe8e video recorders 
and television are the cause 
of corruption in this soci- 
ety,” Mohammed Qalamnd- 
dm, deputy bead the Ta- 
liban*s religioas ministry, 
said yesterday. 

The ban was announced 
on Radio Shariat. 

The Taliban shot down 
Ai^ianistan's only televi- 
sion station when it took 
control of the beleaguered 
capital. Kabul, in Septem- 
ber 1996. 

Since then it has issued a 
ban on video cassettes, but 
this has not been strictly 
enforced. Several homes 
also have satellite dishes. 

Mr Qalamaddin said 
owners have 15 days to get 
rid of their television sets. 
After that, religions police 
— bearded men with antcK 
matlc tUles — will conduct 
spot searches of properties 
anil smash any television 
they find. 

Anyone who defies tibe 
ban, he said, will be pun- 
ished in line with Tgiamin 
law, althongh he did not 
sped^ what the penalties 
might be. 

Since tairtwp control of 
85 per cent of Afghanistan, 
the Taliban army has im- 
posed a harsh brand of Is- 
lamic law. 

Taliban law bans women 
firom working and girls 
ftom going to schooL 
It also outlaws most 
foims of light ratertain- 
ment, and music other than 
religious mnslc. 

Men are beaten if they 
trim tbdr beards and they 
are forced to pray in the 
mosqnes. 

Other edicts issued by the 
Taliban ban women from 
wearing white socks and 
encoorage people to paint 
their first floor windows 
black to prevent prying 
eyes firom seeing women 
inside. 

Women most wear the 
all-enveloping burqua. Any- 
one defying the nUe is pub- 
licly beaten. 

**We sacrificed 2 million 
people for shariat [Islamic] 
law and we don’t care what 
the United States or the 
United Nations say,” Mr 
Qalamodditt said. — AP. 


Nigerian leader sacks cabinet 



IGBRIA'8 new mil- 
Itary leader. Gen- 
eral Abdasalam 
Abubakar, yester- 
day disband^ the 
secret i ve Inner cabinet which 
had ordered some of the worst 
abuses of Sani Abactaa’s 
r^ime. But tlM move is un- 
litely to qudl the popular dis- 
sent spartred by foe death <£ 
foe counties most prominent 
political prisoner. 

The sporadic sheet fight- 
ing, widcih has daimiMi at 
least 19 lives since Xbe deafo 
on Tuesday of opposition poli- 
ticiau Chief MoshoiSd Abiola, 
died down last ni ght But it 
appeared to have done so 
more in response to the foot- 
ball Woiid Cap agml.ftnMl 
than to a live television 
address by Gen Abubakar, 
broadcast at foe same time. 

In a speedi on Nigerian 
state television released to 
foe media before broadcast, 
Gen Abubakar appealed for 
calm and said Chief Abiola 
had been on ”tbe brink of his 
release born detention" when 
he died. Gen Abubakar said 
that foe provisfonal ruling 
coundl would hsive met yes- 
terday to decide whether to 
release hfan. Chief Abiola had 
been detained since 19M for 
declaring himself president 
on the basis an annulled 

1993 election be is widely be- 
lieved to have won. 

Tor me personally, and for 
the nation at large, this must 
be one of the saddest mo- 
ments of our life. I never en- 
visaged that I would be faced 
with such tragedies within 
the space of one month,” said 
Gen Abubakar, who suc- 
ceeded Abaeha after his deafo 
on June 8. 

Amid an overwhelming at- 
mosphere of Inertia and un- 
certainty, speculation contin- 
ued last ni^t about foe post- 
mortem examination and 
funeral arrangements for 
Chief Abiola, who died of an 
apparent heart attack suf- 
fered during a meeting with 
the United States under-secre- 
tary of political affairs. 
Thomas Pickering. 

The US del^atiOD 1^ the 
Nlgmian capita Abitia, with- 
out comment yesterday as 
Gen Abubakar. made his 
long-awaited address to the 
country. 

Tbe disbanding of Abacha's 
powerful hardline cabinet is 
significant because it Isolates 
a group of military and- civE- 
ian advisors who presided 
over decisions such as foe ex- 
ecution, in 199S, of foe writer 
Sen Saro-Wiwa and eight 
ofoer activists. Yesterday’s 



htr miiig In Tjtgne. v iftiAw«> grnptadaflai* foe death of Chief ktoehoodA W ola. who was seen as foe key to democracy 
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move leaves intact foe provi- 
sional ruling council whiifo 
appointed Gen Abubakar and 
which is foou^t to hivour 
moves towards more open 
gnv s rnmortt, in line with in- 
ternational calls. 

Sporadic vtaHenoe since the 
announcement of Chitf Ablo- 
la’s dftath continued yester- 
in south-western Nigeria, 
Indoding tbe eoemomic capi- 
tal, Lagos, the centre of the 
most vociferous opposition to 
the nmihein-doaiinated mill- 
taxy, which has ruled Nigeria 
for aD tnit 10 years of its 38 
years of independence. In La- 
gos. Ibadan and Abeokuta, 
Chief Abiola’s home town, 
protesters focused their angtf- 
on the Hausa ethnic group — 
dominant in the north of the' 
country — se tting fire to 
tyres, pelting cars with stones 
and attaching the homes of 


junta officials. In several 
dafoes. poUca used tear-gu 
and fir^ bullets Into the air 
to scatter protesters. 

Even though foe US state 
department said there was no 
reason to bdleve that Chief 
Abi(da’s death was ‘liot the 
result <a natural causes”, his 
fbmlly demanded a post-mor- 
tem examination yesterday 
and rejected a govermnmit 
offer for his doctor to attend 
the official autopsy. ^ La- 
gos-based doctOT, Dr Ore Fh- 
lomo, said he would travel to 
Abaia to carry oat tbe exami- 
nation And would ”teQ the 
world” today the cause of 
deafo. He asked for assistance 
-Jkom-.^^h and^Caz aiitoa. 
i»tiibL(^ist5. 

Many Nigerians have been 
quick . to that fThief 

Abiola — whose releese was 
se» as a key towards de- 


mocracy — was poisoned. 
Ctejtroversy had sunoonded 
bis htgiedfor release since 
foe Uhited Nations Secretary^ 
Gmieral, Eofi Azman, said be 
would have be^ wQlizig to 
drop his niabn to the presi- 
des^ — sometiUng his siq>- 
porters doiy he would ever 
havedtme. 

Gai Abobakar's speech last 
was expected, as a mark 
of the ^ of an official mcmth 
c£ mouzning for Abaeha. It is 
not dear to what extent it 
may have bem altered in res- 
ponse to developments since 
Chief AblQla's deafo. 

. It was his rdease of several 
political prisoners and moves 
^fofobre up foe Nlgerianecon- 
omy whidi in foe past finrt-' 
night prompted visits by 
European Union, United 
States. Commonwealth and 
UN representatives. 


Nigeria's ethnic fault lines 


In 1967 Ihelbool the EMemtetfen 
dselaiBd Ihs .Independent Stete el Blafra. 
An eetelmeted 2ndlion cMSens dM el 
starwtien and 1 oaooo eokSere were Idled 
or wounded before he seceeslon of Biatia 
oeMpsad In January 197D 
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family’s ftOure. 
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Taet yew, Manocanjan Ghosh, a 
68 year old &naet fiom West Ben^, 
underwent a opetadon ra femowv 

f bliiidi"gcM”aeE.Thkphott^yaphwas 
nlem ju$c houfs afrcT suigoy, vfoen hb 
eye was nxU sesshne to the li^u. 


Thaziks m £ghc Savas, Manoian^ 
had. alicady beoeficed hom one 
successful cataiaa opeiadon ^uefa 
lesm:^ vkioa lo hb rye. Soon, he 
would be able co remove die ptuieolve 
pairhj and see dea^ again for die fifsc 
dme in ov6t 20 ycais. 


%u oould send the nme pdedess ^ 
to someone who is nifiering now. 

£15 coven all tbe mtrf of a caotacr 

t^iennon for one adult. G)uld you qiare 

^£15 Sir something priceless? Please, if 
you can, send us a si^c-^aying dofyarift n 
with the coupon cod^. 

Or you can call our credit cud 
holBitc (MastaCatd} Vbit Amot or 
GAFOH^CanQonOTOOO Z42020. 


Yes, / can spare £ 75 for 
something priceless 


YESJwanttohelp: 

Mpgiftfa Dfis Qiso Dim 

□ £ioo Qoso aotoi ■ 

FkMareayawcSoiwB^nSkbSmalBniin^ 


Ear Mazioranjan, it’s a miiade. For 
S^t Savers Inteniadonal, its another 
•mall waocy in die battle against 
iinn frfmF*y 
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High 
flyers 
meet 
the guru 

■■n Timor In Bonn 


B SATIFIC creos- 

ins titeir fooes, lierb 
teas at Oeb- fb 
ti ps, s everal hundred 
Asers {stbered in tlwiw 
yesterday to Ustea to the 
Beatles* former gnm and to 
Ptot the ideal worldfiir the 
new mUlenlnm. 

Ilie octoeenaiian Mahari- 
shi Mfthoob Togi preadied 
the virtues of the Veda by 
video-conference, and the 
Natnral Low par^ ta tlie 
world sought to chart thebr 
way to power and new 
collective 
Bcroes the globe. 

, "Transcendental medita- 
tion is the best inoaiw to 
combat stress and the W w 
and release cd* tension is in- 
fectious," said John Hage- 
Hn, an US nuclear 
who wants to he America’s 
presidenL 

“The greatest og gawteing 
intriligenoe Is nature’s intel- 
Dgenoe,” said Geofl i e y Cle- 
ments, -who has speaxt the 
past 20 years argubog the 
merits of peace, love and 
txamscendmiial medhathm in 
Britain and would wiw> to be 
prime minister. He de- 
Mjun eed Western prditics as 
“riven hy rr»tfnr* gov- 
emmeat drivai by fidhire 
. ■ . Something reliable is 
'needed. The hnovriedge 
avaUabte.** 

The 600 drie^ftes to the 
International Convention 
of Natural Law parties in- 
cluded ageing hippies, 
yoimg New A^rs, nnlveESlr 
ty bofBns, political activ- 
ists and peaceniks Grom 
more than 60 countries. 

Thomas Mnllin, a Dublin 
solicitor and the Iri^ party 
leadn*. attribcrted the "as- 
tonishingly quiet" atmo- 
ndtere of the elections to 
the new Northern Ireland 
assembly to the presence in 
Belfast of an international 
crew of Yc^e Cyers spread- 
ing their message of caihn. 

Other speakers took the 
credit for curbing Washing- 
ton’s crime rate hy a qnar- 
ter through Natural Law 
projects, and Ihr generating 
a spirit of reconciliation In 
war-ravaged Mocamtdqne. 
Some had plans to intro- 
duce peace to the .sonthem 
Yugoslav region of Kosovo. 



A law in 
Catalonia 
setting 
minimum 
levels for use 
of the r^ional 
tongue in 
cinemas and 
on radio is 
being attacked 
by writers and 
artists who feel 
efforts to 
promote the 
language have 
gone too far. 
Adela Gooch 
in Barcelona 
reports 


PHOTOGRAPH: CESAR FWNGEL 


Jordi Prtjol, leader <rfthe Catalan party ConvergenCSCL greete impportgra- sm» gHraywi hy HIr mPTnrt^ tn fi-n-r* fn ratalaw iMTignap^ 

Catalan quotas spark fear of Babel 



NEW law setting 
mltimiwwi quotas fbr 
tbe use of Catalan as 
a medium is due- 
and on radio 
stations in Catairtwia Isas be- 
come the latest battleground 
in a long war over iun g na g A 
and dewdutian. 

The law drawn up hy tee 
r^tmal government, eager to 
promote use of the re^onal 


langnagft rather thaw main- 
stream rjatTKaw Spawi«h , will 
require SOper gent of new 
films to be shown In Catalan. 

Private radio stations win 
have to broadcast half their 
output in Catalan and face 
heavy fines If tee? fen to com- 
ply. At least 25per of 
songs jdayed on music stations 
win have tube in Catalan. ■ 
The measure has drawn 
protest, not just fhun film 
eofnpantea. who balk at tee 
cost of dubbing, but from an 
inOuentlal group of some 800 
Catalan writers and artists, 
who fieel efforts to promote 
Catalan have gme too 
They have formed a pres- 
sure gnayik the Babel Poium, 


and accuse tee Catalan gov- 
pT irmant of creating a div- 
isive. two-tier system de- 
signed to favour Catalan 
speakers and discriminate 
against those — about 40 per 
cent of Catalonia’s peculation 
— vrite consider CastOian 
their first language. 

Their opposition has infliri- 
ated tbe rJiamptwn of Catalan, 
the regional president Jordi 
Pqjol, who leads the main na- 
tionalist party. Convergence. 

'T wanted to go to the cin- 
ema,*’ Mir Pujol gawL “And in 
the whole of Barcelona there 
was only one film showing in 
Catalan — Mrs Brown. Now 
we are accused linguistic 
aggression for trying to 
F^ned? that What about tee 
courts and police stations 
where business is invariably 
in Csatfllan?" 

Language has been an hn- 
pwtant tool in Mr Pujol's 
campaign to achieve mazi- 
ffium devolution for Catalo- 
nia since he came to office in 
I960. Initially he had the 
Twririiig of almost aH Cata- 
lans, many who 


have joined tee Bahdi Forum. 

During General Franco’s 
46-year dictatorship, speakizig 
anything but casmian was 
finwned upm. Notices 
school children to “spe^ 
Christian’’ — synonymmis In 
Franco's view with Castilian. 

That changed after his 
death. Spain's 1978 demo- 
cratic constitution gave Cas- 
tilian pre-eminence as SpsJn's 
official language blit recc^ 


nlsed others, too, leaving 
regional parliamwits to de- 
cide the balance. 

Legislation passed In 1983 

ainwi tO Tnalre fiatalwwia aS 

bilingual as pnaaiwa, through 
education In both languages 
and tile mandatoiy use of Cat- 
alan in regional government 
offices. For many people it 
struck tee right note. Some 
95 per cent of the re^on’s pop- 
ulation now underhand Cata- 


lan. But Mr Pujol’s latest 
efforts to bund on that law 
have been controversial. 
Businessmen are angry at 
being forced to adopt Catalan 
in the workplace and label 
their products m fiataian. 

“Workers are being de- 
terred from moving to Catalo- 
nia by tbe langnagi* ques- 
tion,’’ said an economist 

‘T write in Ca^liaa.’’ one 
Catalan novelist said, because 


that way I can reach 400 mil- 
lion peiqde around the world, 
rather than 6 million in 
Catalcaiia.'’ 

Spain’s education minister, 
Esperanza Aguirre, joined tbe 
fray tins week, criticising 
Catalan schools for teaching 
Castilian through the me- 
dium of Catalan. “Teaching of 
Spanish cannot be guaranteed 
in Catalonia,’’ sbe said. 

Tbe issue often strains the 


Romance language fit for kings 


C ATALAN is a nnnanoe 
language spoken in 
eastern and north-eastern 
Spain, nhtftfly in rtnfalnnla 
and Valencia, Adela Gooch 
in Barcelona mites. Vari- 
ants eadst in the Roussillon 
region of France, Andorra, 
in tiie Balearic teles, and 

Catalan tbe offi- 

cial language of the king- 
dom of Aragon tu the 12th 
century, and the earliest 
written version dates from 
tiien. It has much in com- 


mcm with the Occitan lan- 
guage of southern France 

and naefiliaiTi .^pawiati 

caMatt Bteratore nour- 
ished from the 13th to the 


16th centuries, when it was 
eclipsed by Castilian, the 
court langrage. But a I9tfa- 
century revival — Renaix- 
ensa — saw a literary flow- 


ering, as did Franco’s death 
in 1975. On April 23 each 
year Catalans mark their 
patron saint’s day with 
gifts of books and roses. 


Genesis 1,1-2 in Catalan OefQi Castilian (centre) and English 
Alpiteeipl,DguerB>elceti Atprfndplo, Dioecradelcleioyia 
la tens. La terra era caUteai tferra.Latlermeraca66cayles 
d esolul B , leet o n eb r aa tiraebrascubiteneioctenoyel 

cobrten Foced I Fe e p ii i t de espfrftude Dios batfa las alas 

Dtabatialesalesaobre sobreelagua. 

Palgua. 


In the beginning God ereeted the 
heaven and the earth. And the 
earth was without form, and void; 
and darkness was upon the face 
of die deep. And the Spirit of God 
moved upon die face of t/ie 
waters. 


parliamentary alliance be- 
tween Mr Pqjol and the mi- 
nority conservative govern- 
ment in Madrid. 

After tee last electitxi in 
1996. when tee prime minis- 
ter, Jose Maria Aznar, sought 
to woo Mr PujoL he made a 
point of reforrhig to it 

*T speak Catalan In private 
at borne,’’ Mr .Aznar said, try- 
ing to counter the impression 
left by supporters who had 
chanted: “F^I you gnome, 
speak nagHiifln at home." 

The language question is 
set to dominate re^onal elec- 
tions due in Catalonia next 
year. Mr Pqjol faces a strong 
challenge from a former 
mayor of Barcelona, the 
socialist Pasqual Mara gall, 
who feds the issue must be 
defused, or non-Catalan in- 
habitants will once again not 
voteatalL 

Tbe national Socialist Ar- 
ty's prime ministerial candi- 
date. Josep BorrelL also a Cat- 
alan, makes a point of using 
both languages, sometimes 
switching mid-sentence, 
whenever he is in Catalonia. 


Paris 
fears its 
famous 
tower 
could 
soon fly 
US flag 

Jon I I nla y In Prate 


'PARISIANS may have 
^accepted MCPouald’s, 
Coca-Cola and the X- 
ies, but there te a limit, 
d it has clearly bees 
idhed with tiie news that 
s city's best-known sym- 
L the wiffei Towwr could 
on be taken over by 


Tt is Inconceivable and 
acceptable that the Eiffel 
wer should become the 
bsidiaiy of an American 
mpany,’’ fulminated a 
7 councillor, Philippe 
sninati, yesterday, "llie 
lyor must prevent the 
■wafer to fbzelgners of a 
nuunent ttiat is an esscr 
1 part of our heritage.” 
rhere Is. in fact, no 
ancfe ot Gustave Eiffel’s 
too ton. 1,052ft Ugh mas-: 
rplece erected for the 
S9 Paris exposition actin 
y faiHnp jbito American 
nds. It is owned by tiie 
y of Paris is not fbr 
ie. But United Statee^ln- 
iters could buy * majors 
gfeira ia La Soddtt Non- 
lie dfExplottation do Ja 
ur Stffel (Snete), the 
T. party that 'pnawageB tt. 
TDo we reaDy want to see 
r magniftcmit edifice mn 
the petyde who control 
meylandT’ cried the pop- 
ir daily Le Farisien. 

•Will the Stars and 
iSpes soon he fluttering 
im the top of the Parisian 
idmark par exc ellen ce? 
stave would be taming 
his grave . . .** 

L cartoon in flie tabloid 
wapaper France Soir 
>wed two cagat^emoldng 
oilmen surveying 
di sadsfectiou a cascade 
dollar bills shooting 
»m the top of the 
gmmeut. 

‘The Eiffel Tower tor 
ele Sam!” the paper 
led. "We will not have 



fe»«a—a Piffe l^ faMi eii iiatei ir ii talh ! adH oae raclad terMic 1889 Brnte e apo eW o t y which h 
Mewcoia>llii 9 dewnltiedteW*»*e"» ll lef il iaii,iaceeatliraatef h ehi jm i maii dby 

JU ii nlr a nr «y . — »— moTosRAPHsRDiiYOEiAMMAmiERE 


feia symbol of France run 
by gunxteewers.” 

. Jean Tlberl, the mayor of 
Pazis, has written to tbe fi- 
nance mzaister, Dominique 
Strahss-Kahn, urgently 
reqpeatlng that the minis- 
ter “ensures that the Inter- 
ests of the city ere fb^ 
safeguarded”. The ministry 
ortd Snete’s manage ment 
waa'approved by the town' 
hall, which had “every 
gnazantee it needed” for 


the tower’s continued 
operation. 

niie flireat to the tow^. 
the first port of call fmr mil- 
Eons of vlsttors to Fails 
ev«^ year, stems from the 
state’s -fiorthcomii^ privatl- 
sathm of CrOdit Fonder de 
Fhance, a tKc^erty lender 
that is the prlndpai owner 
of Sa^ a property manage- 
ment, film which owzks 70 

per cent of Snete- After sevw 

oral French takeover candi- 


dates dropped out, the only 
remaining bidders tor 
Crddit Fonrimr are the Gen- 
eral Motors pension fund 
and the bUliouaiia TOxan 
oa magnate Robert Bass. 

A town hall spokes- 
woman played down the 
risk saytog there were “a 
hundred ways” to avert 
catastrophe. *‘No one is. 
about to allow Mickey 
iWnnMfc to sit on top of the 
Eiffel Tower.” she said. 


Guerrillas now key to 
Kosovo peace plan 


tarn Tngpner In Bonn 


T he mtemational pow- 
ers moved to inte- 
grate Kosovo Llbera- 
tioD Army' guerrillas 
into tbe search for peace in 
the Serbian province of 
Kosovo yesterday, and 
revealed for the first time that 
they were drafting propeoals 
for a form of home rde for the 
ethnic Albanisn majority. 

Meeting in Bonn, senior 
officials from the Contact 
Group — United States, Rus- 
sia, Germany, France, Italy 
and Britain — conced^ that 
the SLA was now such a sig- 
nificant fertwi* in the conflict 
that it TvacT to be tneSuded in 
negotiations. 

But tbe Contact Group also 
threatened to take action to 
stifle the guerrillas* gui>nin- 
ning and fund-raising activi- 
ties abroad if they 
ceasefire efforts as a prtiude 
to D^otiating a settlement 
restoring the autonomy 
which was enjoyed by Kosovo 
for 15 years until it was bru- 
tally dissolved by President 


Slobodan Milosevic of rump 
Yugoslavia in 1988, 

“We have a situation today 
where the KLA has become 
an extraordinarily inqxoilant 
force on tbe ground in 
Kosovo, controlling SOper 
cent of the territory by day 
and probably more ^ night,’’ 
a senior US official said. 
“Fully-fledged war has virtu- 
ally become apparent” 

Weffgang Ischinger, tbe po- 
litical director of tbe German 
foreign office, said: “We now 
have a new situation, espe- 
cially because of the role of 
the militant Albanians, tee 
KLA." 

Last night the German for- 
eign minister, ^riane Kinkel, 
wait to Albania and Mi^edo 
nia, Kosovo’s nei^ibours, sig 
natiing that he would be meet- 
ing KLA representatives. 

The statement from the 
Contact Group amounted to 
the first de ftieto recognitioa 
of the KLA as a pU^rer in 
Kosovo and reprmented a 
blow to Ibrahim Rugova, tee 
elected pacifist leader of the 
ethnic Albanians. 

Tbe Contact Group stressed 


that Mr Rugova remained tee 
main interlocutor in the 
stalled negotiations, but 
noted that tee “the Albanian 
team for all these talks must 
be fully representative of 
tiieir go mmuni ty h) order to 
speak authoritatively”. 

“Thaf s obvious code for in- 
cluding someone who can de- 
liver the KLA vote,” a West- 
ern diplomat said. 

A few months ago senior US 
and German oSlcials referred 
to tee KLA as “terrorists", 
but they are now at pains to 
stress that, in the words of tbe 
US official, “they [tee KLA] 
do not come close to meeting 
the criteria of terrorism". 

In Geneva, however, Koso- 
vana to bead the po 

litical wing of tbe KLA 
rejected Mr Rugova’s policies 
and leadership, insisting that 
war was tbe only option un- 
less Serb security forces with- 
drew from Kosovo. 

Mr Kinkel and the US Bal- 
kan envoy, Robert Gel bard, 
eaiH the international powers 
were drailiag proposals on 
Kosovo’s status that would 
remain confidential and 


would be handed to tbe war- 
ring parties to the conOict 
when ready. 

Mr Milosevic refuses to 
countenance any change to 
Koeovo’s forcible integration 
into Serbia. Ethnic Albani- 
ans, who make op 90 per cent 
of Koeovo’s population, want 
independence from Yugosla- 
via. ‘Hie international powers 
insist that secession and inde- 
pendence are insupportable 
and an autonomy r<»mula 
must be found for Kosovo. 

The Western powers 
clashed repeatedly with the 
Russians at what Mr 
Ischinger said was “not an 
easy meeting*’, British 
and US officials were dearly 
exasperated by Moscow’s 
backing for the Yugoslav 
president 

British officials said tbe 
mala shift Since tee last Con- 
tact Group meeting in London 
a month ago was the decision 
to become nmre “pro-aictive” 
and start woridng on the 
terms ofa settiement as there 
was little hope that the Serbs 
and Albanians would be able 
to reach a deal themselves. 


Indian court orders Murdoch’s arrest 


Suzanne Goldenberg in New Delhi on 
a caisade to stop the media mogul (right) 
screening *vulgar* films on his TV network 


T he seemingly onstoppa- 
Ue peDetration oflDdkn 
homes by the satellite 
beams of Rupert Murdodi’s 
Star television network has 
met an wwitbfliy oppon^ in 
an obscure, self-appointed 
guardian of foiniiy values. 

A New Ddhi lawyer,. out- 
raged by ''vulgar’’ films 
broadcast on the Star Movies 
channel, has convinced a 
court to issue a wairast for 
the arrest of tbe media moguL 
New Delhi’s chief metroped- 
t fan magistrate, Frem Kumar, 
confirmed teat a 
warrant had been issued 
agajjast Mr Murdodi, for al- 
legedly avoiding three sum- 
monses at his home In Aus- 
txalia from tte lawyer. Anil 
GoeL 

The four films — The Jig- 
saw Murders, Dance of tbe 
rterniriflirt, stripped to KiB and 
Big. Bad Mama — were 


h madffMflt jn November 1996. 
Aithniigh Mr God cannot re- 
call tee specific oflfen d in g se- 
quences, he said tee films 
were vulgar, obscene and 
iinm for imUan audiences. 

“Almost {topless] nudity is 

there; in Stripped to Sill, 
there are vul^tr tfanrgg in 
every part. The postures of 
the ladies who are performing 
the Aanms as w^^ ss the 
music is bad, and moreover 
there is no theme in the film 
at aU." he said. 

The case comes up for a 

bearing on August 22. 

Suli^ edebrities is common 
in India’s courts, where liti- 
gants clamour for notoriety. 
Three years ago, a Bombay 
court ordered Mr Murdoch’s 
arrest in a defomaticn 
filed by a descendant of Ma- 
hatma fSaaftbi, who took Of- 
fence at a gay activist's 
remarks on a chat show broad- 



cast on tee Star network. 

But tbe timing of this case 
is inauspicious for Mr Mur- 
doch. Leaders of the Hindu 
nationalist Bharatiya Janata 
Party, which heads India’s 
governing coalition, are hos- 
tile to foreign satellite broad- 
casters because they are be- 
yond their controL 

Last week India's junior in- 
formation minister said he 
would like to ban cable chan- 
nels from offering Pakistan’s 


state-controlled television to 
I^lan viewers. 

Mr God is unmoved by ai> 
guments that tbe fUnw were 
broadcast late at night, with 
warnings they contained po- 
tential offensive materiaL 
and that famous Indian tem- 
{des display carvings of top- 
less women. 

“A lady cant say: 7 am 
moving nude and you just 
close your eyes.' That is not 
good for society,” Mr God 
said, “hi India, when a person 
goes to a temde like Khajur- 
abo. at least he is aware oC tee 
feet that be will find particu- 
lar motlfr over there, but the 
TV is basically for frunily 
viewing,” 

A spokesman for Star In 
Bombay refused to comment 
on tee case. 

In Its battle to control the 
airwaves, the Bharatiya Jan- 
ata Party has found allies 
among local me^ baroos 
who fear Mr Murdoch is try- 
ing to muscle in on the news- 
paper market Competition 
between the more than 4 q pri- 
vate television Channels in In- 
dia is fierce. 
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Matthew 

Norman 


O NCE again, thSa 

calnmn comes to yon 
with Imprimatarof 
its new edltor>ln-GtaiefPeter 
Mandelson, the well liked 
minister withont portfolio, 
iDont use that unpeuterir^ 
pictureofmeagain. It wasn’t 
funny, it wasntcleoer. and I 
don'twanttoseeit Isthat 
clear? PM). As we made clear 
yesterday, the storm to a tea- 
cup over Dolly Draper and 
Rc^er Llddle is now entirely 
Onistaed. The media have 
their fun. and it's time to move 
away from the froth and tittle- 
tattle of politics, and on to 
more significant things. (£x* 
celtenL When you're not being 
puerile, you realty can be oery 
good.Ke^Hup.PM)Ooeiast 
word, though. Lest there be 
any doubt among those who 
did not hear the minister say 
so on Tuesday’s Woiid at One, 
OoUy is Just a braggart with 
an Inflated opinion of hlmselC 
but no status whatever within 
New Labour. He is a mere 
hir eling who worlted for Mr 
Mandelson in some Junior 
capacity a fow years We 

cannot overstate this point 
(Yesyoucan Don't overpUty 

your hand. PM) 


W HTT.R fUolriwg 

through The Blair 
Revolution, Oiat su- 
perbly written and Intellec- 
tually rigorous tome by Mr 
Mandelson andamanhe 
once met at a party (of a bus 
stop, actually. Heaskedme 
thetime. PM) called Roger 
Liddle, my eye is can^t by 
the preface. “Both of os owe 
a special debt,’* it reads, **to 
Derek Draper, who was 
closely involved with this 
project from the start and 
made a major contribution 
to the ontcome at every 
stage. New Labourisfortu- 
nate indeed that it can boast 
a whole new generation 
with his quauty of organi- 
sational energy, political 
commitment and realistic 


vision’* — that's odd. I, 
tfaongbt he wassuppo^ to 
be a complete Walter BiQtty? 
— “and it u to their politi- 
cal success that this book is 
dedicated.** This is dated 
Febmary 1996. (Beiuomin. 
Benjamin, aglassofwater, 
quickly, and o couple q^Fon- 
adoLPM) 


M eanwhile, tbe 
famous political 
realist can be seen 
on Saturday aij^t on 
BBC2's Hypotbeticals. dis- 
cussing what a politician 
should do when caught in a 
scandal. On the show, 
recorded a fortnight ago, 
Dolly suggested that he 
would refose to resign since 
he had done nnthing wrong 
(ah. If only real life were 
like that) and would deal 
with the story' by describing 
it as being “bunged together 
and hyped*’. Soonds fom- 
Uiar. 


A POWERFUL con- 
tender presents Itself 
in the race for Most 
Amusing Press Release. It 
comes from tbe Conserva- 
tive Research Department, 
and in It. director Danny 
Plnkelsteln, has an im- 
mensely tempting offer. For 
Just £1 .000 the CRD will 
send you a year's supply of 
. . . wait for it, wait for it . . . 
press releases. Dally brief- 
ings are a very reasonable 
£2,000, bnt tbe press 
releases — documents with 
headlines such as “Infla- 
tion will keep on risking 
thanks toChucellor — 
Maude”, and “Labour’s 
tobacco ban fudge — Ann 
Widdecombe" — are tbe 

real snip. It’s not that the 
Tories are in desperate 
money troubles, or any- 
thing. It'sjust that these 

tfa Lngs are so intrinsically 
valuable. It would be abso- 
lute madness to give them 
away. 



Brazenly misleading the House, in 
a zealous culture of informal fixing 



T oday the cabinet gath- 
ers for its weekly meet- 
ing. The lynctapin (^con- 
stitutional order affirms its i 
place, against the spinners 
and the lobbyists, the pedlars 
and tbe ilutterers, swarming 
dally around the business of 
government This is the ^ory 
of the British system, tbe 
sacred buckle, a schedar once 
pallftd It, that linTcs foe legisla-- 
ture U> foe executive. 

But unfortunately it will 
not meet for long. If it follows 
foe average of the Blair Gov - 1 
eminent it will break up 
after 50 min utes. Quite often 
in the past year, foe famous 
meetings have lasted less 

than half an hOUT. This IS 

what foe Cabinet, at the delib- 
erative heart of tbe oonstltu- 
flon. has come to. 

It Is not a wholly new devel- 
opment Mrs Thatcher had lit- 
tle time for her Cabinet and 
found ways round foe tedious 
business of listening to it 
Cabinet committees and. 
more particularly, ad hoc 
meetings involving bersdf 
and a few chosen others, pro- 
liferated. But the present 
crowd have raised extra-par- 
liamentaiT networking to a 
with the conventional po- 
litical process. 

From Soho to Westminster, 
louche cannon roll round the 
system. Genuine collective 
discussion by the complete 
body of men and women who 
occupy the topmost places in 
our democracy, has seldom 
occurred, and then usually to 
address mini-crises provoked 
by inopportune plans that in- 
flamed lobbies of parents, foe 
disabled or suchlike sensitive 
groups. Of grand strat^c de- 
bate. just about nofol]^ has 
been permitted. 

Also receding is Parliament 
itself. Another rock aH but 
disappears under the vast- 
ness of Labour’s oceanic ma- 
jority. The Prime Minister al- 


most never votes there. He 
doesn't need to. His atten- 
dance. at foe end ot last week, 
amounted to 14 votes out of 
325. IBs absences reflect the 
entirely instrumental view be 
takes of the House of Com- 
mons. in whose wisdom he 
shows no sign of being inter- 
ested. Parliament exists to 
serve his mandate, and it will 
do- so with absolute 
reliability. 

The treatment of Parlia- 
ment is a less dr ama tic shift 
than the atomisation of the 
Cabinet One of the great 
comic turns this June and 
July has been John Major 
denouncing, from atop a sup- 
posedly high horse. New 
Labour’s disrespect for Par- 
liameat. Major and Co were 
forced to respect the Com- 
mons simply b^use they 
di^t control it Whenever 
they bait the cVianca — foe 
Scott Report is a memorable 
case — their manoeuvres 
showed contempt not only for 
Parliament but for the people. 

That Is tbe way of power. 
Had the Tories’ majori^ been 
even a quarter as big as 
Blair’s, nothing in their re- 
cord suggests they would 
have been scrambling with 
Platonic enthusiasm to bear 
what anybody else had to say. 

The Blair Government 
greater temptations, to whicb 
It is duly succumbing. As foe 
culture of Informal flying 
spreads, respect for formal in- 
stitutions diminishes. The 
Commons Modernisation 
Committee, for example, is in 
process of handing the legisla- 
ture deeper into foe posses- 
sion of the executive. Under 
the guise of rationalising anti- 
qu^ed rules, foe Committee 
proposes new calendars and 
timetables converting the 
Commons to a four-day week 
which win help remove from 
foe Government’s opponents 
their one effective weapon. 


which is time. Ena bling MPs 
to have lon^ weekends with 
their famtiins and constitu- 
ents may seem very New Man 
and New W oman, not to men- 
tiOD New Labour. But, like 
recent ideas from tbe same 
committee about how to give 
Westminster more control 
over Europe, foe result, if 
enactedL will be more pro- 
government than pro-voter. 

A* mixture of old Tory r^- 
tionarles and ambitious 
Labour neophytes, chaired, 
quite inappropriately, by a 
Cabinet minis ter, is produc- 
ing victory for the minister 
an outcome so glaring that 
even the Speaker this week, 
unusually, oppceed the draft 
reforms, with an acid 
reminder that any change 
should be directed to helping 
MPs in their task of '’scruti- 
nising legislation, boldjng foe 
executive to account and de- 
bating issues national or 
local importance'*. 

In tbe culture of New 
Labour it is more Important 
to get a long weekend and a 
gocri night’s sleep. 

I T IS also more important to 
ignore any rival body of 
opinion. This week the , 
House of Lords voted for foe 
third time to remove an ab- 
surd anomaly in the Teaching i 
and Higher Education Bill, 
whereby students at Scottish 
universities, where the 
courses normally last four 
years, will be exenqrt from 
paying tbe new £1,000 tuition 
fee In the fourth year — as 
long as they are Scottish or 
fitun any Ell country except 
Britain. This is designed to 
put Scots on foe same level as 
foe typical tluve year Eng- 
land-educated undergraduate, 
but it means that English, or 
Welsh, or Northern Irish stu- 
dents in Scotland will be 
forced to pay for the fourth 
year. There are rival 


anomalies at work here. No 
system, as between the two 
countries, would make per- 
fect sense. But at tbe last vote, 
on Tnesday, the Government 
lost without having to count a 
single Conservative vote. 
Cross-bench and Lib Dem 
opinion, whose amendment 
would have added In all 
£2'mlUioa to foe education 
budget was alone emphatic 
edoi^ yet. is stUl to be em- 
phatically iqiected as some 
kind of affrnat to democracy. 

This does not augur well for 
tbe likelihood of the Govem- 
I ment creating a second ebam- 
I her with suffleient legitimacy 
not to be ignored. 

Mr Blair is very sore about 
I foe revelations in the Ob- 
i server concerning wbat 
mi^t call foe efficient part of 
the constitution — the 
netWOrkillg that inaViw thlngie 
happen. 

He even permitted himself 
to tell the Commoos yester- 
day that “every" alL^ation 
‘is untrue’’ — which is £ar 
firam proven — and also to 
brazenly mislead the House 
about which bits of the evi- 
dence anyone had ever 
claimed was taped. He is that 
kem for his administration 
not to have even the Eahitest 
brush with iniquity. And it is 
perfectly true that nmhing 
like comipUoo has bran al- 
leged, still less proved, 
a ^iTus ta public Servant. 

On foe other hand, the bits 
of the constitution that are 
supposed to be efficient are in 
danger of becoming merely 
dignified. So foil is the Gov- 
emnmnt of zeal to act, and of 
conviction that it alone 
knows bow to act, that every- 
thing else seems like an 
inconvenience which it has a . 
democratic duty to sweep 
aside. ' 

Hubris is an affliction flut- 
tering for above and beyond 
disposable Derek Draper. 


Chat hits 
the fan 



I AM perfectly prepared to 
believe that Roger Liddle 
— who, when I knew him 
in the 1970s, was generally 
regarded as a pompous 
chump — Is Innocent of for- 
mal v^ongdoing. It is clehr 
that Downing Street will de- 
fend his reputation to the 
dea^ ideally the death of 
Derek Draper, who has been 
chosen as official sacrifice. 

Liddle has passed New 
Labour’s ultimate integrity 
test. Having left tbe party at 
tite ty^d ir of Its fortunes and 
joined the Social Democrats, 
he renewed his membership 
in tinw to participate in Tony 
Blair's victory celebration 
and eventually become one of 
the Prime Minister’s senior 
advisers. No man tfsuch im- 
peccable taste could possibly 
have offered to smooth a busi- 
nessman’s path to minister 
and influential civil servants. 

Ministers have been 
wheeled out to make splen- 
didly spurious points in sup- 
port If the re is no tape of him 
sayin& “Just tell me what 
you want wbo you want to 
meet and Derek and I will 
make the call for you", be did 
not say it — a defence from 
the brave new world of Blair^ 
ism whidi ignores that ear- 
lier in the week, be admitted 
saying “give me a call". 

Hi<} OVW 1 SP for foe indiscre- 
tion, which Downing Street 
seems to have forgotten, was 
that he had drunk "several 
passes of champagne". We 
must hope tiiat he does not 
advise the Prime Minuter on 
matters of vital national secu- 
rity, at least not in the 
evexung. 

The second argument was 
tha t the Prime Minister can- 
not act allegations are 
proved. Let us r^ioe tiiat foe 
Labour leadership has discov- 
ered natural justice. 

F or years individual 
por^ members and, in- 
deed, whole constituen- 
cies have been suspended on 
I the basis of newspaper accu- 
sations. Some had to be 
reinstated after it was proved 
tiiat they had no case to 
answer. But then few of them 
were Blaliltes. They were 
party members who, believ- 
ing hi democratic socialism, 
had stuck wltii labour 
throng foe witdemess years. 

And 1 doubt if they earned 
their living In the dubious 
trade of lobbying, a disrepu- 
table occupation which 
should automatically disqual- 
ify its practitioners from em- 
ployment by a radical admin- 
Isiratioa. Liddle was a 
lobbyi^ Indeed the chat 
frtxn which be is now being 
extricated, took place at a lob- 
byists’ party. Yet it seems that 
Downing Street raises no ob- 
jection to his continued 


association with such people. 
In Number 20’s defence, it 
must be admitted that, during 
the last week, almost every 
serious nevrspaper has an- 
nounced that lobbyists an 
necessary to a democratic 
society. 

Almost every serious news- 
paper is wrong. Lobbinsts are 
a political excrescence. 

Lobbyists It seems reason- 
able to assume, exist to lobby. 
In return for cash, they try to 
insinuate tbelr employers* in- 
terests into government pol- 
icy. The new breed openly 
peddles its influence and 
friendship with ministers. 
Wbat do these yoimg men 
havetooffefexceptthedls- 
tlncttoi of being <m first 
nsufin terms with assorted sec- 
retaries of state? No half-sane 
executive would prefer a lob- 
byist’s market judgment to 
the opinion of a reputable eco- 
n«m iff analyst. Companies 
who want to improve their 
tmag a en g-** 8 ** public relations 
consultants. Lobbyists have a 
distinct and disreputable 
function. Grease a lobbyist's 
palm and be or she will oil the 
wheds of govemment on your 
behalf. 

Derek Draper — appearing 
on Tuesday's Newsniilit — 
denied that lobbyists exploit 
old to gain 

information or access for 
Qielr clients. He explained 
tiiat his “Inside knowledge’’ 
of the Chancellor's spending 
plans had been obtained by 
reading the Financial Times. 
Perhaps there are British 
company directors stupid 
enou^ to pay Mr Draper £250 
an hour for reading the FT on 
foeir behalf. If they read his 
book, The Blair Revolution, 
they would not want to pay 
extra for his political judg- 
menL But most of the lobby- 
ist’s clients expect to be intro- 
duced to a magic circle of- 
mutual backscratchers. It is 
liicp the THagons witiiout the 
oath and the rolled>up trouser 
leg. People who defend the 

Mr Roger Liddle 
was a lobbyist. 
Lobbying is a 
disreputable trade 

lobbyist trade can make a 
choice. They can riaim that 
lobbyists do exert influence 
on behalf of those who pay 
them. Or they can insist that 
they are a credence trick 
perpetrated on gullible com- 
panies. They cannot make a 
convincing case that lobbying 
contributes to the succes^hl 
workings of the economy or 
the democratic process. Lob- 
byists are not the sort of 
peo^ I would trust to take 
my d<% for a walk. 

Of course, it is possible to 
argue that some people lobby 
for good causes. Jack Jones’ 
work for the pensionOTS im- 
mediately comes to mind. 
People like him are not paid 
for their services and rarely 
enjoy foe privily of tenring 
to ministers. A million pen- 
sioners win testify that , un- 
like the brash young men in 
Sunday’s allegations, they sel- 
dom succeed in persuading 
the government to ad^ the 
policies for which they lobby. 



Following the Americans up and down the Gulf scarcely justifies us spending billions on new aircraft carriers 


Spent force 


T he news of the WorU 
enjoys a scoop. In an 
“exclusive” headlined 
’‘Awful tooth about our 
sting>’ royals”. Clive Good- 
man writes; “Prince 
Charles is worth a fortune 
—yet he uses a special gad- 
get to squeerze out every last 
drop of toothpaste, A family 
friend revealed *lt's made 
from silver and stamped 
with his crest*.” Marvell- 
ous stufT. People say the 
News of foe World isn’t 
quite what it was. but 1 dis- 
agree. “Penny pinching 
Prince Charles is so thrifty 
that he even rations the 
family toothpaste!" Roy 
Stockdill wrote in the paper 
on October 1 1989. “Royal 
writers Unity Hall and In- 
grid Seward say Charles has 

his ‘little silver gadget’ 

Inscribed with the Prince of 
Wales feathers that roUs 
np bis tube of toofopaste. 
making sure be doesn’t 
miss the last squeeze. . 

See. on close examination 
it's Just as good as ever. 


William Wallace 


B ritain is less threat- 
ened today tiian at 

any time in history. 
Any fritiue-mlUtary threat 
to Western Ehirope wonld 
affect Italy or Spain, Ger- 
many or Anstria, more Imr 
mediately than Britain. Yet 
George Robertson’s Strate- 
gic Defence Review says 
that Britain should go on 
spending twice as much on 
defence as Italy. Teachers 
and doctors, clamonrlng 
for the extra spending New 
Labour promised them, 
will want to know why. 

When the review was an- 
nonneed a year ago, heavy 
stress was placed on it 
being “foreign-policy led”, 
rather than poshed by the 
Treasury, as so often be- 
fore. The Treasury has 
been kept at bay. but the 
rationale for the fere^ 
policy which the new “ex- 
peditionary" orientatioD of 


Britain's forces will serve 
has not been spelt out. The 
cost ofa two-carrier expedi- 
tionary force is estimated 
at £10-15 billion — the same 
range as the Enitiflghter 
programme. “Hard 
choices” in pnbllc spending 
reqnlre powerful argu- 
ments for snch investment. 

One justification stresses 
Britain’s historic role and 
responsibilities, and tbe 
contribution which onr 
hlghly-professional forces 
can make to global order. 
We*re go^ at defence, say 
ministers: we feel a respon- 
sibility for global order 
“because that’s the sort of 
countxy we are". That is 
the country of Rule Britan- 
nia, rather than the re- 
branded Cool Britannia of 
the Blair government 

Defence capabilities give 
Britain global status, 
successive Labour govern- 
ments have agreed. The 
postwar Labour govern- 
ment demonstrated thin by 


maintaining imperial bases 
and developing defence in- 
dustries. Across the Chan- 
nel onr nel^lwurs rebnilt 
their economies and societ- 
ies Instead. 

Harold Wilson, who led 
the next Labour govern- 
ment promised that Po- 
laris wonld be available to 
protect India from Chinese 


Teachers want 
to know where 
their extra cash 
is coming from 


attacks, and clang to the 
East of Snez role nntil eco- 
nomic crisis fbreed belated 
withdrawaL 

An expeditionary capa- 
biiity will give fntnre Brit- 
ish governments wider op- 
tions to project power 
outside Europe. Bnt this is 


not enoi^ to mount seri- 
ous operations on onr o w n. 

The hard questions are — 
with which partners, under 
what clrciunstances, and 
where? Talk of “defence di- 
plomacy" and of foe links 
between restoring order in 
weak states and economic 
development suggest the 
projection of power around 
Africa: to Liberia, perhaps, 
or Sierra Leone, ^th the 
Fren^ or the Americans as 
partners. 

Then there’s the Eastern 
Mediterranean and the 
Gulf, with the Americans 
as partners and leaders. 
Rejection of ch^er Eoro- 
pean defence cooperation, 
at the outset of the review, 
left the speriai relatioiiship 
with the Americans defin- 
ing foe political context. 
Robin Cook painftsUy dem- 
onstrated daring his visit 
to Israel, however, that 
British Ir^dle East policy 
Is driven by different prior- 
ities than American. 


Following the Americans 
np and down the Gnlt; grap- 
pling with the confosions 
and domestic lobbies which 
Shape American foreign 
poll^, is scarcely a firm 
for British strategy. 

‘Ae hard questions of for- 
eign policy which shonld 


have led the review thns 
remain. The Govenouent is 
at last beginning to rfj«ffnag 
a coherent European strat- 
^y* Nato is in the middle of 
sgflTiiiig a new “strat^c 
coBospt". in whktii Aait^- 
can negotiators are uridng 
stronger European defence 


Integratioii. If Britain Is to 
continue to spend much 
more on defence than its 
European partners, it 
ehonld widen the debate on 
Enropean borden-sharlng 
Co persuade onr partners to 
take this as well as our 
contribution to tbe bucket 
into account, and to justify 
this against foe larger con- 
trlbntions _ other states 
make to international 
development 
It is not enongh to axgne 
that Britain lia« n duty to 
stand with foe Americans 
In keeping ^bal order -- 
particularly when US 
Middle East policy is a 
mess. Nor should a for* 
ward-looking govemment 
invest so much in post-im- 
perial Status. After foe de- 
fence review, we need co- 
herent restatement of onr 
foreign policy to jnstity Its 
recdnunenda tiftH* 

Lord Wallace Is a Liberal 
Democrat defence spokesman 







I 



• <> I s''' 






Vj 

s 




f ; 


■ 

K 

•t. 








' P^uardian 

Thursday July 9 1998 
Edition Number 47224 

London EC1R 3ER 

Tel No: 0171-2782332 
Fax No: 0171-8374530 
E-rnail: Ietlers@guardian.co.uk 
Website: http://www.guardian.co.uk 


‘The English only know 
nine things about America, 
six of which are incorrect^ 

P G McLaughlin, Letters 
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New Labour, 
new defence 

It’s strategic, not radical 

inSTORY records that gEoerals often maVo 
theinistake of re-fighting old wars so it was 
predictable that die Government bfli 
ite Strat^ic Defence Review as avoiding 
that error and looking txddly ahead Future 
conflicts are hard to predict, but the thrust 
of George Robertson’s aHnnunrampin t in the 
Commons yesterd^ is ftiat Britain Under 
Labour will be beo^ prepared than before 
to meet whatever military chaTiawgps 3 
messy post-Cold War world throws our way. 

Despite embarrassment at the leaiHng of. 
the White Paper, its contend had been long 
trai led and are fUDy in lina with pre-dection 
promises. Even without a crystal haii its 
shift of emphasis away tank hatHee on 
the North German plain to a joint mobile 
forc e abte to cope with at least two cris^ in 
di&r^ parts the world — Bosnia as well 
as the Gulf — see ms safurih ia. 

Envisaging a role for UK forces both as 
peacekeepers and flxmt-hne troops, the 
review’s logied centrepiece is the estaU^- 
ment of a rapid deEdoyment force under a 
unified tri-servioe contnand and the ships 
and planes required to get them to the 
theatre of operations. 

Two new aircraft carriers — m^hty sym- 
bols of what defence btifis call '‘force projeo 
tion” — are due to be built at a cost of 
several billions, thnng h a 12 -year l e a d time 
made them an easy target for Tory suspi- 
cions about the Government’s true inten- 
tions. The White Paper thus hag a for better 
claim to be called strategic than the last two 


Conservative reviews. The first in 1991-was 
too soon after die end of tte Soviet Unioxi to 
be cohMent and the secc^ too a 
Thatcherite slash-and-bnm operation. 
Labour’s effort shows the results cf harf 
th hiking and mns nltat iiy n far bey ond White- 
hall about how to cope without toe danger- 
ous certainties of East-West confirontatiozL 
Specific items like the cuts to toe Territo- 
rial Army may be unpopular yet what the 
review does ggnarany makftfi good aengft 
What it does not do raises more dUBcuWag. 
In a devar combination Hw mainfaing 
nuclear deterence vdule nminng a nod 
towards arms control, toe number of nu- 
clear warheads carried on Trident sub- 
marines will be cut by half Greater trans- 
parency on fissile stockpiles is welcome, 
thou^ some bad hoped for a stronger 
mess^ on miiTtTUrtea- al disa rmamen t — not 
a meaningless gesture following toe Indian 
and Pakistani nuclear tests. Britain’s com- 
mittment to the Eurofighter has not 
wavered. Nato and its expensive eqpansicm 
to include former communist countries 
remains the bedrock of strategic doctrine. 

On toe budget side, an overall cut 3 per 
cent er £9lSm in real terms over the next 
three years hardly confirms Tory charges of 
a Treasury triumife toat leaves hipping 
stumps in the trendies — especially as toe 
record shows defteice spendiz^ reduced by a 
whegrpix^ 26 per cent between 1990 and 1997. 

Mr Roberteon’s review dovetails neatly 
. with Robin Cook’s Foreign Office worldview 
— without giving more hostages to fortune 
by usizig the word “ethical”. It makes laud- 
able noises about prevmtive diplomacy and 
greater (xminutment to UN fotc^ And wi^ 
problems like Kosovo loaming it is right to 
faTTr about “discharging our responsibil- 
ities”. These sort of positions axe toe best 
answer to those who wanted a more radical 
reevaluaticm of deteice policy, still costing 


2.7 per cent of GDP, more than Sweden or 
Belgium spend certainly, but a checg> price 
for a permanent seat on toe UN security 
ccmndl and toe cdont that cairies. Some will 
be dismayed toat Labour still wants Britain 
to punch above its weight and stay so cdose 
to the world’s cm^ superpower, risking 
becaming, in the words of one critic, “Amer- 
ica’s GuPkhas”. Bnt noone should be sur- 
prised that this government has not ques- 
tioned these strategic ftmdamentals. 


Not so pure 

Labour must get a grip 

“THE Labour Govenunect is always of two 
minds,” one of the lobbyists at the heart of 
toe caSh-forcontacts scandal mused to the 
Observer. “It (derates in a kind of schizo- 
phrenia. On issues especnally, they don’t 
know what toey are toinkh^" Well, no one 
can aigue with that piece of expert analysis 
now — evoi if toey haven’t had to pay £ 6.000 
a month to hear it For Labour’s response to 
tile unfidding row over lobbying has been 
entire contradictory. On toe one hand, a 
somevriiat ratfied Tony Blair insisted at 
Prime Minister’s Questioons yester^ that, 
“Not a single allegatioD in that Observer 
article is true.” Yet, in the very nest breath, 
Blair promised to stamp out a problem 
whose ezisteioe he had just denied — 
ri^xQy Tnstructmg the Cabinet Secretary to 
revise the rules governing contacts between- 
lobbyists and government and ‘’to 
strengthen tbgm jn any way that he thmicfi 
fit”. So which is it? Is toere a problem or 
isn’t tiiere? 

The conflision does not end toere. Labour 
promises it has nothing to hide, yet a junior 
minister storms out of a news conference 
when subjected to a probing question fiom 


the BBC. The Prime Minister guarantees 
toat the Observer stray is ah nonsense, emd 
yet oite of toe lobbyists named by our sister 
pggjier has been suspended while anotoer, 
Derek Draper, has been saifeed. K not a 
sing le charge leveled t? toe Observer is 
true, why have toe companies named taken 
such severe action against their employees? 
Would t^ really be p unishing men who 
were, to recall Mr Blair’s words (d* Tuesday, 
“purer than pure”? 

Labour will also have to square Mr Blair’s 
Ulanket rianiai with the awkward feet toat 
several of toe supposedly haseless charess 
in the story have been confirmed by the 
men accused. Karl Mllbum of lobbyists 
GJW has owned up to passing on an embar- 
goed select committee report, just as tto 
Observer And Pete: Mandelson did 

enjoy a snpsv preview o£ Mr Draper's 
cniiimne for tiie Ezin«ss, just as toe Ob- 
server said he tod. 

The geniuses of the Labour spin machine 
need to decide what their line is on this 
whole business. The all-out denial strategy 
is hardly sustainable, not with so many 
pieces of the story being firmed up with 
each passing hour. The move to beef up the 
rulebook on government-lobbyist contacts is 
welcome Imt, as William Hague’s spirited 
performance yesterday proved, Labour 
needs to get a grip on this row soon: it's 
b^inning to cause damage. 


Vote for rote 

Put calculators in their place 

ELEVEN times 11, everyone? In a mechani- 
cal mastery of the times tables is not an 

anachronism. Seven times eight? Basic men- 
tal arithmetic is part of the routine equip- 
ment of the averagely-educated person. We 


live and die by mensuration, by fine calcu- 
lus of risk and probability. It’s a quantita- 
tive world: if you don’t know how the 
numbers nm it passes you by. Like wearing 
a dean pair of pants In case you get knocked 
down, it’s a matter of being prqiared. You 
simply never know when a lurking coster^ 
monger is going to be offering five apples for 
90 pence or 10 for £2 or when a self- 
assessment tax form with Allowances That 
Reduce 'Taxable Income To Be Deducted is 
going to drop on toe mat As for those 
d e s i gner cafes, somebody needs to know 
what’s toe right change if you hand over £2 
for one 99p latte and a 89p almond Danish. 
There is, in other words, a functional argu- 
mem for knowing bow to add. subtract 
divide and multiply. Of course machines 
can do sums and, yes, it is in supers 
markets where prires are bar-coded. But the 
capacity to do simple sums in >'our he^ 
quicker than the time it takes to fumble a 
pocket calculator from your purse, switch it 
on and punch in the numbers is usefUl — 
and basic arithmetic is a pre-requisite for 
understanding what the machine is telling 
you anyway. 

There is a cultural argument, too. Arith- 
metical skills are surely part of the common 
inheritance, in response to David Blunk^’s 
announcement yesterday effectively ban- 
ning the use ofc^culators in classes for pre- 
eights, teachers demanded discretion. Of 
course classroom teachers know best when 
and how they introduce young children to 
calculating machines. But they would also 
recognise that reciting tables tc^ther is a 
classic school experience, a demonstration 
toat (sometimes) there is no alternative to 
leam^ by rote, that there is a corpus of 
technique and knowledge whidi just have to 
be mastered, and singing out 121 and 56 (see 
above) is a rdativriy painless way of acquir- 
ing it 


Letters to the Editor 


Sleaze, lies and audiotape ... 




WOD are right to say that we 
T demanded a tape recOTd- 
ingofthedisputedcooversa- 
tion between R(^er Liddle and 
the Observer (Blair wams 
“we must be pure", July 8). 

But we did not do so because 
of any desire to see to 

the tola on whirii jounulisU . 
may mount investigations, 
did so because Gre^'^Ja^ . ... 
dalmedtobavesuchatape. . 
He was asked on Radio 5 if he 
had the disputed remarks on 
tape and he replied: 'T have 
that for certain." 

If toat was a slip of the 
tongue, he could have set toe 
rec^ straight toe moment 
the Observer received our 
first letter asking for a tape 
and transcript. Instead, It totiK 
severalietteratotheOb- 
server, several direct chal- 
lenges by Clive Sdey MP in 
debate with Mr Palart on 
Newanight and overnight 
r^ectiem before the paper ad- 
mitted there was no tape. 
Alastair CampbelL 
Chief Press Secretary, 

10 Downing Street 

I READ that the Prime Minis- 
I ter’s spokesperson decided 
the contemporaneous notes of 
the Observer journalists did 
not pt^de adequate prooC Is 

this not the same spokesperson 
who told a select committee 
there was no heed to tape his 
daily briefings as the room 
was fUU of journalists takix« 
oontemporaxieous notes? 
Teresa Pearce. 

Erltb.KeaL 

V/OUR profile of the journal- 
T istattbeheartoftbelobby- 
ing (Investigator 

under. July 8) makes me won- 
der what I am supposed to 
maVa of toe morality which 
offers for our admiration a 

man Uke Gregory Palast. 
whose Job appears to be to teu 


lies to people, get toem piss^ 
and, when th^ ace in a partic- 
ulariy boastful mood, entrap 
tosm into indiscretions which 
are then sold to a newspaper. 
FeterSBiee. 

Norwich. 

A LTHOUGH nearly all the 
/^claims are directed . .. 
against tobbyista^tbe fbinist of 
your, massive coverage seems 
tobedireetedattiieGovem- 
mmtTetfheonlyalle^of- 
teice of anyone in govenir 
mentis that as adviser 
aUegedlysaidatapartybe ■ 
would help make some intro- 
ductions for a lobbyist’s cli- 
ents, if true, this would war- 
rant a reprimand,, but hardly 
justiCf the acres of coverage. 

But it seems to fit into a 

larger a gMirtft «f wsfahliBhlng 
fr>ta / ViarHfa»n ar>e Obs er ver a * 

the ftiendly-hut-critical media 
QKX)sitton to the Govern- 
ment This is a reasonaUe goal 


but those us at the sharp 
end of pcditics are frustrated 
by toe w^ you help build Qie 
impression that all parties are 
mired in sleaze, despite the 
absoice (tf^any minister or MP 
from this story. 

Nick Palmer MP. 

House of (^ramnqns. . 

OPARSatboughtfortoe 
Ovictims of this affeir. Each 
now knows that someone has 
been making £250 per hour for 
being mtimate with them — 
and wito 16 others on toe side. 
Ian Short 
T.nniinn 


WOD carried alist oflobby- 
I istswitocloseLaboaroonr 
nectloDS (July 7). Most of your 
readers wDlpcotebly not have 
noticed toesmallprfati, which 
reveals that the list was pro- 
vided by Conservative Cenr 
tnd Ofilce. This may explain 
why my name appears on the 


list I am not a lobbyl^ My Job 
is nn p iiWie rela- 

tions and media strat^, a 

HigKnffK fm fo e ariit, 

ally acknowledged at the time 
tiat I left my post as chief 
media spokeqierson for the 
Labou r Part y. 

David HIIL 

Director, B^Pottinger Good 
Relations, London. 

I HAVE just read PoDy Toyn- 
I bee'sartide on PeterMan- 
deiscHi (Caziker in No 10, July 
8). Wow. Ouch. 

'W Wntam ATIon, 

Oxshott, Surrey. 


Mandelson said he was “fes- 
cinated" by toe Dally Eqtress. 
Strange toat now he is 
rqxuted as not bavtog time to 
read Derek Drapes ecdunm 
in the same newspaper. 
Martin WelkK*. 


playing the access card to turn bullshit into banknotes 


T he ability to tom bullshit 
Into bank notes has always 
been an element in political 
lobbying. The feiet that a very 
small minority cf toose who 
work to the industiymake it 
toefr stock to trade should not 
cause Parliament or the public 
to foUow the foolish advice 
craitalned to your Leader 
(Turn tef the access. July 8). 
Notoite could damage the 
cause of good or open govern- 
ownt more than fto ministers 
to cocoon themselves to 
Whtteian safe frixn outede 
opinion, tofonnation or ad- 
vice. 

Of course ttere should he a 
code of conduct tor lobbyists, 
backed by a register and 
poUeed by Parliament The 
feet that we do not have such a 
system to place lies wito the 


onwiUtogness t^Parliazneixt 
to aetlbroveradecade. 

Tom McNally. 
Vle»«halniian, Sbandwtok, 
T. Q n dftn 


I ~HE controversy over 
Doek Draper is to danger 
of swamping toe useful role 
that parliamentary advisers 
play for many charities, 
gnW>nisandhniriiwBc»g There 
is a dangerous notion being 
ptzt forward that if there were 
00 lobbyists everyone would 

have equal access to Parlia- 
ment and Govenunent This is 
patently not the case. 

Legitimate lobbyists act as 
channels communication, 
em powering people to be 
herati,notbycJahningg>ecial 
influence. Few peopla, politi- 
cians included, have a deteiled 


knowledge of paxliamentaty 
procedure, how the ^ works 
or of the cnrfl service. 
HobYeldhain. 

MSF Polilieal Staff Group. 

\A/HYi5itthatweareout- 
V V raged that Derek Draper 
might sdl “access Ito cash” 
when politicians have besi 
dtengitihryears?MycGm- 
panyfrequaaflygetsisvita- 
tions to fork out toousands cf 

fUnd-raisers on the ^xxnise 
that the PM/Chancdlor/Peter 
Manddaco win be present If 
poUticiaiis are now throwing 
1TP their azzDS in horror, maybe 
it is only because the y wa n t to 
. maintain toeir monopoly . 
BenSieh. 

Luther Pendragon. London. 


Cryptic Spice 

S OME £145 minion tor the 

“streets tsar” to getrougb 
sleepers off the streets? What's 
wrrmg with building 2,000 flats 

3t £50,000 each to house them 

and saving £45 mfllloD? 
j Smith. 

Walton-on-the-Naze, Essex. 


. (drugs, Streets) will e^to- 

ally require a tsar’s tsar. Could 
Ms <^bor be appointed? 
AdamSandelson. 

London. 

1 A /WCH is more worrying: 
V V that The Spice Girls have 

matte tt into toe Cryptic Cross- 
word, or that 1 know enoi^ 
about them to solve the dues? 

Sue Hornby. 

Southport, Merseyside. 

I_1 OW do we know thatlO per 
rt cent ofBritish men are.i^ 
ooteni? Is there an opportuniry 

here for some attiactoreyoui^ 

resCTjxbere to make their 
ji0niit8tiOQS? 

Maztto Rathfelda. 
Manchester. 

A NTONE watchtag every 

Aworld Cupprogra^™ 

at toe end have eiidured four 
daysofpunditzy. 
£dwtnHtoks- 
Poultoo-te-Fylde. 


Dmmcree leads the Orange Order into a cul-de-sac 


I N declaring their “civil 

I r^hts” to march anywhere 
they riease in Nortornnfr^ 
lan4 the Orange Order are 
Clalzning a freedom that they 
are only too wUitog to deny the 
Catiudic p^xflatlon (Olstw 
crisis, July 8)- It was beeanse 
the Orange mobs woe attadk- 
ing Catholic civfl rights 

BiaRhers in the late 1960s that 

the British troops in the first 
place. How the Orange Order 
^inclaimtobeloyalBritish 
subjects when th^<aalyt*ey 
the British lawatoat suit their 
0wn prejudices is beyond me. 
Terry Taylor. 

Macdtefleld Forest. Cheshire. 


^ AN the same right to cm- 

^^tralorganisatioiis 

the road outside one’s bouse be 

ertendedtDtberestrftiie- 

country? 1 object strong to 
roads being used by competi- 
tive runners and cyclists. 
These peo^ are triumphalist 
to tiieir showing offthat tb^ 
can or cyela fesi^, and hence 
are to some way better, than 
the rest cf us. 

JVRoyle. 

ByBeauly, 

toveinesa^uie. 

I ARfXminibersafOraDge- 
L-znea to DrniDcree on a 

weekday. Do they not have 

Jobs to go to? And ifnot does 


hanging a drum to a seid 
coontas “avaflahle for, ac- 
tively seeking, work”? Per- 
haps withholding dole pay- 
ments would be the quiduest 

mwi cheapest means of per- 
suading them to go home. 
GSturky. 

Sheffield. 

\ A IHY don't they tom the 
V V (^arvaghy Road toto a cul- 
doaac? 

Malcolm Brown. 

(Glasgow. 

A SE there any 
/^OaBgennaneDS 
Mark Jarvis. 

Bath. 



United States, divided opinion 


I ONATHAN Fteedland (Bail 
U to fbepeopte, July 4) is i^t 

tn1«wid thp Tin gHfth radi raltem 

of Psdne but two points illus- 
trate the limited applicatiOD of 
tbattradltiraL Fiiatiy,-the 
Founding Fathers, all men 
property (tneluding fdaves), de- 
spite their fine words were 
concerned with ensuring toe 
real levers cf power did not fen 
Into toe hands of the Ignorant 
mob. Seomdly, many Ameri- 
can politicians have too often 
seen themselves not as “on 
hire” to the people, bntforsale 
to the highest bidder. 

David Sutberiand. 
Siddington.Glo6. 

”inSB kind of praniUst “direct 
I democracy” extolled by 
FTeedland. whether it tovcJves 
bully boy sheriffe running 
sadistic boot camps, prisons 
being turned into capital puDr 
ishment dau^terhouses to . 
sate public bkXMllust, or the 
creation (ff bizarre monosez- 
ual societies can be aMema- 
tively glossed as a particularly 
dan^rous species of mob rule, 
aii^ig from an totetlectnally 
spurious identification of lib- 
erty with consumer demand. 

to such an atmosphere, poli- 
tics becomes the instincts of 
the electors. It is worth asking 
w Tigt>iarrt-ia n1*r a».inrthrii faaUft . 

ticconceptionoflibertyFreed- 
land sedks to promote is wwth 
the deep danmge it is likely 
to wreak on the wider commu- 
nity. Preedland has buHishly 
pufiM he perceives as the 

virtues of such unconstrained 
libaty; tiioee cm the true lib- 
eral-left should oow ponder its 
dartflr ImpUmriiwe . 

Neil Saunders. 

Londrai. 

S O it’s cod that real politi- 
cal power is wielded lo- 
cally, simply because it 
reflects toe will cf the people? 
But the win of the people at 
State level is precisel y wha t 
enabled slavery to survive in 
the US for a generation after it 

was aiyyl tph fl d in the British 


Empire; it ensured that a civil 
war was required to finally 
rooUlout Utwteeddtoe 
simple act d^^liament that 
siafflced in Britain): and it en- 
sured that local communities 
and states could oontlnne to 
subject black Americans to 
conditions dnear-slavery, 
perfectly legally, for frilly a 
hundred years after the war 
that supposedly ended it 

The scale of that tragedy 
alone should cause anyone to 
think twice about the Ameri- 
can system, but it Is just one of 
many ways to which, by 
alloiringitselftobe tied down 
to toe lowest common denomi- 
nator of local prejudice, such a 
system can ossl^a society, 
preventii^ eban^ 

Jonathan Dore. 

London. 

I AM writing to complain 
I aboto someone txnvering 
wito my Weekend Guaxtiian. I 
found what could only be de- 
scribed as afeir. accurate and 
I dare say favourable article 
dealing with the United 
States. I am from there and 
have lived <m your Island fbr 
over three years now and that 
is not the coverage 1 

have come to expect from the 
Guardian. 

Ike English (yes. the 
English, not British) rreBy 
mily know approximate 
ntoe thing s about America, 
six of which are tovailaUy 
tocorrecL 

Jonathan Preedland always 
stood out by veering well clear 
of the obvious and looking 
deeper at issues. He is an ex- 
cefl^t jounialist If you really 
trant to know what is wrong 
with the US, send more like 
him over there. 

P G McLau^illn. 

Lento. 

"THE epitome of American- 

I styledemocracyistbesuc- 
cess of the gun lobby- te that 

what we want here? 

Peter Rowland. 

Lraidon. 


Rape: the real questions 


/^ONCatATOLATTONStO 
OKathartoe Viner (Rape 

Crisis, G8, July 6) for putting 
the record straight Of courre 
some women fed rape was toe 
wtH-sttittog to their Ufa and 
soma don't, bat toat isn't toe 
notot What strikes me about 
toe debate over 5^ Wddon s 
remarks Is that, yet a^lto the 
Axnis is on women. TTus time 
it Isn't what we wear and how 

we provoke men, bat how rape 

affects us. Yet it isn't womei 


who rape, so whra can we 
begin toe real debate? 

Kate Cook. 

Can^aign to End Rape , 

Sale. Cheshire. 

\ A IHEN Eafiiarlne Viner a» 
V V serts toat Fay Weldon is a 
novdist who . . e v er y one 
calls a feminist birt no one can 
remember why”, she forgets 
that there, ate seme of us who 
actually do read the books 
timt Fay has ^tiittea about the 


richness and pains of 
wranen's lives, and who don't 
just rdy on artides by jour 

naUetc tn toll Tia what «»> thick 

aboto fi» fdninlst (aedentials 
ofothtf wraneiL 
Annily CanipbdL 
SnttoCddfield. 

W Midlands 

l/ATHARINB Viner’s state- 
. iVment that an men are po- 
tential rapists is not true. It is 
an “evident truth” that there 
are a laxgenuffiber of men not 
interested tovramtei sexually. 
Tliwrftlaji iri gniffrawtvnimb er 


of men not interested in sex . 

with ansmne. And there are 
many wha while being very 

Intei^ed in sex with women, 
wo^ never rape because we 
tot hate women, 
TomCi^. 

Hlllingdnn 

Middx. 

R ape isahorrible crime, 
but why most It always be 
an exDTesslon of “patria]> 

ch:?Yw5Si*t h simply be 
an expression of the fact that 
some people are prepared to 

use violence to get whet they 


want — whether it’s property 
or apT — coupled with the 
biologiial fact that men can 
taVa sex from women by force, 
but generally not vice versa? 

How does as the ulti- 
mate act of male power over 
tromen explain the existence 
of mde-on-male rape? The risk 
of violence is an unfortunate 
fact oTlife. but more so for men 
than for women: it is primar- 
ily men who are the victims of 
violent crime. 

Cathy Young. 

Middletown, 

New Jersey. 


Two heart attacks and a 
riot: Nigeria’s tragi-comedy 


S HAESSPBARE could not 
have conceived a neater 
tragi-comedy than the events 
unfolding in Nigeria: the dra- 
matic exit of the two major 
protagonists, Abacha and 
Abiola, withto weeks of each 
other (Abiola death sparks 
Nigeria panic, July 8). Sworn 
enemies in life but seemingly 
united in death by a common 
afilictioD, a heart attack. 

Abiola died not of natural 
causes but for a cause — the 
ri^ of every citizen to aspire 
to the highest office in toe land 
and, if he achieves his aspira- 
tion by fair means, not to be 
denied his reward by foul 
means, ff the norttora Nige- 
rian leaders were not pF» 
pared to accept the victory ofa 
southern Nigerian in. toe last 
presidential elections, is it 
reasonableto expect that the 
sonthemers will acc^ the 
victory ofa northern Nigerian 
in the next elections, when- 
ever they may he? 

Dele Ognn. 

London. 


/^HRIS McGreal writes that 
OAbiola lost the supprat of 
the north when be accused the 
region of cufoability in the 
election annulmaiL This is a 
simplistic r^urgitation of 
ethnicity as the central factor 
in Ni^rian politics. If indeed 
the problem is just one of find- 
ing a uni^rlng voice accept- 
able to all parts of the country, 
is this going to happen “wito 
handpicking any new govem- 
menr as suggeried by 
McGreal. when it did not hap- 
pen wito Qie winner of afree 

anH fair elarHnn ? 

Nigerians knew that AbUfla 
was no messlab when they 
elected him. They saw in him 
an opportunity to deal wito 
the B^-old problem of mili- 
tary adventurism. MoGreaL 
toould understand this if he 
wants to know who was afraid 
of Abiola. it is certainly not 
the people who voted for him. 
Dr Eaj^e FayemL 
Director, Centre for 
Democracy and Devdopment, 
London. 
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Moshood Abiola 


Bearer of Nigeria’s 
hopes for democracy 


T he extraordinary 
life of Moshood 
Abiola, who has 
died aged 60. 
apparently of a 
heart atta^ while meeting 
an American delegation, 
matches the tumultuous pag- 
eant o( Nigeria’s political life 
in which he played such a 
pivotal role. 

Abiola first came to promi^ 
pence as an accountent for 
the American multinational 
ITT’s Nigerian offshoot, 
which he joined in 1968. He 
dev^ped a knack fbr getting 
contractual cheques signed 
by the highest ranUng mili- 
tary oBicers under ttm 1870s 
regime of General Murtala 
Muhammad. This relation- 
ship with the military hierar- 
chy both secured Abiola con- 
trol of ITT’s Nigerian 
operations and gave him t he 
platform to pursue bis always 
Oamboyant ambitioas. 

His direct influence on the 
political process began with 
the constitutional confer- 
ence of the late 1970s. The 
then military government 
had lifted the ban on politi- 
cal parties and Abi(^a be- 
came chairman of the Ognn 
state branch of the National 
Party of Nigeria in the ti^ 
of the Second Republl^ civil- 
ian rule which lastea until 
the end of 1983. 

At the conference he do- 
nated podret calculators to all 
participants. His political 
career began to flourish with 
the launch his Concord 
newspaper group in 1960. He 
hoped it could influence his 
campaign for presidential 


nomlnacUm within flie fben 
rulii^ Natumal Party. 

It was Is fliat hriaf phaeo of 
democratic government be- 
tween 1979 and 1983 that 
Ahiola became a truly public 
figure, known fibr bia extraor- 
dinary generosi'^ in bufldlng 
schools and finanrtng the edu- 
cation of many r^iilriran cif 

dite, as mutdi as fbr his pen- 
chant fl)f marrying more than 
the usual numbers of wives 
allowed by TgiamV* custom. 
Tensiaa between the difiEbrent 
femflioc ofwhidihe was 
was sccnething he later began 
tor^reL 

Ablola’s ainhirtnri luever &1- 


was a flmat to others In tbe 
military, who prevailed upon 
to annul the most 
democratic presidential deo 
tun the country had wit- 
nessed, in which Abiola won 
almost 60 per cent of ^ popu- 
lar vote. He was potentially 
the first southerner to hold 
the presldmicy in a civiliu 
govnnment since Nigerian in- 
dependence. His ousting pro 
voked the political crisis 
which Nigeria has been strug- 
gling to overcome ever since. 

In private. Ahiola was both 
surprisingly humble enor- 

mously engaging, with a mis- 
riiievous sense of fim. In 1988 


he had ??oa tbe isevioas year, 
removed Mm team public life 
but in no way diminished his 
potential to cro ss tbe ethnic 
divide. 

Ahiola was bom in p o v e rty 
in Abeokiita in the south-west 
of Nigeria, and was the first of 
his Ihlher's many rhfidmn to 
survive. Re was aMualim and 
a Yoruba, a member of one of 
file largest currently 25 mil- 
lion — ettmic groups in the 
oouDtry. Educated at the Bap- 
tist Boys^ High School in his 
home town, he went on to 
study accountancy at the Uni- 
ver aily of Glasgow ftozn i960 
— the year that Nigeria 


He was potentially the first soLrthemer to hold the Nigerian 
presidency in a civilian government. His ousting provoked a 
political crisis the country has been struggling to overcome 


tered. and when his frieid 
General Ibrahim Babangida 
took power In 1985 he had ac- 
cess to fire inziennost machi- 
nations of the military as they 
moved cautiously and uncer- 
tainly into the new jAiase of 
democratic transition that 
eventoallly in June 

1993. 

When Abiola won presiden- 
tial nominatioD for fiie Social 
Democratic Party In 1993 he 
campaigned convincii^i^ and 
tirdiesSly, mq **rags to riches” 
progress serving as an Inspi- 
ration for wdlnary Nigerians 
across a notoriously ethni- 
cally-divided nation. Despite, 
and more likely because cf 
this pc^ular aigieal, Abiola 


he boi^t Africa Economic 
Digest ^ wluch I worked. It 
was his first foray into pub- 
lishing outside Nigeria. Al- 
thou^ smne expected him'to 
dev^p his publlshuig profile 
on file world scene, as an Afri- 
can equivalent oC Rupert Mui> 
doch, his heart was deaxiy 
more in pFovidmg political 
teadeiship within luridess Ni- 
geria than in the world of pub-' 
lishing. He aftenp ted to estab- 
lish a publishing with 
the ANC in South Africa but 

ftic rama to nnthfng 

Before long he was engulfed 
in the Nigerian pblitical cri- 
sis. His impiisonmeot by Gen- 
ei^ Sani Abacfaa in 1994, for 
daring fo fhe mandate 


achieved independence ftom 
Brhaiii. He had never forgot- 
ten, he observed five years 
ago, that it was the educa- 
tional pcAicy of Western mge- 
ria’s danocratically dected 
goveniment which had pro- 
vided him with the 
sdsolarship. 

Back in Mgeiia, be worked 
as an acc onntant, having 
joined IIT in 1968 and 1971 
was rrr Nlgala's chief execu- 
tive and nhain nan, posts he 
held until 1968. 

It was in 1985 that bis some- 
time friend Babangida came 
to power, leading ei^ years 
later to file fiitaflii campaign. 
By then Abiola had an airline, 
a publishing house, and a vast 


•portfolio of foreign 

investments. 

By Jane 1994 Ahieda's chal- 
lenge to Babangida’s socoes- 
sor General Sani Abadia had 
confirmed his emeraence ie a 
symbol of the democratic 
movement He dedared him- 
seif president in defiance of 
tte military at a clandestine 
ceremony, and soon after was 
azrested and charged with 
treason. Within a year it was 
reported that Abiola was in 
solitary eonfineinent and vtad 
lost more than stE stone. His 
pbysidan rt^orted that he 
had been cut off frean the 
news, that be was no i«wigBy 
aware of the time, or whether 
it was day or ni g^L Mean- 
while the saiior of Ablda’s 
three ofDcial wives, Eudirat, 
nas gunned down by “uniden- 
tified gunmen”. 

Abiola was no saint but his 
love far Nigeria and all Nigerl- 
ans was unquenchable, nie 
sporadic r^orts of his poor 
health, and the lack at treat- 
mant provided by his captors 
over the past four years, have 
been dlsi^ueting. ‘Ihe country 
he hoped to save from disaster 
is certainly once again 
on fiw brink. 

Ss first wife Slmbiat died 
in 19^ He had 18 unofflcial 
wives and more than 60 cbll- 
dien. 


Mdiard Synge 


Chief Moshood Keshimawo 
Olawale Abiole. politician, bam 
August 24, 1937, died July 7. 1998 

This obituary appeared in 
later editions yeslffday 





Abiola.. .his *rags to riches* story inspired many across an ethnically-divided nation 


Victoria Armstrong 


Letters 


Jacques Pilhan 


Living with the nomads of Nilgiri 


D uring a visit to In- 
dia in Ure early 1960s, 
Victoria -Aimstrong. 
who has died aged 88. 
met Dr s Narasimhan, who 
had his life to tbe 

nomadic tribal people of the 
jungle forests of the Nilgiri 
mils in southera India. Tbe 
development of tea estates 
bad brought in new commu^ 
nities. and left the tribes im- 
poverished. The doctor, 
meanwhile, had set up the 
Nilgiris Adivlsi Welfare 
Association (Nawa). Arm- 
strong was deeply moved. So 
much so that she prematurely 
retired from her post as a 
schools inspector, and in 1966 
went to live in KotaglrL 
She was never to return to 
England. She boi^t a house, 
and, using her British pen- 
sion. worked as a voluntary 
social worker with Nawa, as a 
secretary, an accountant and 
fundraiser. She helped with 
the Kotagiri Women's Co-op- 
erative Cottage Industry Soci- 
ety. Under her influence 
Nawa flourished. Adept at lo- 
cating the causes — and solu- 



Annstnong . . . tribal tributes 

tions — to probleins, Arm- 
strong concentrated on the 
taslc needs, health, nutrition, 
education, income^enerating 
projects. 

She was a compelling 
speaker, a fierce defender of 
h uman ri^tS — and ex- 
tremely kind. She incorporat- 
ed and co-ordinated the work 
of the tribal peasAie, belpiug 
train and develop latent 
skills through learning by 


doing. She knew the impnr. 
tance of identity, and the 
community became increas- 
ingly self-reliant, and its 
members mutually support- 
ive. Her aim was not to 
change thepeopl^ but to help 
them to recognise and de- 
veiqp their own abilities. 

Projects, some begun by Dr 
Narasimhan. expanded. Nawa 
focused on medical and 
healtti care; there was a fhrm 
ceflony for workers fonneriy 
in bonded labour. Christian 
Children's Fnnd-sponsored 
education of tribal children, 
and tea and coffee pilantation 
projects to develop self- 
sufficiency. 

There were tribal hospitals, 
creches and nutrition centres. 

TwimnniaaHnn schemes Were 

introduced, and sickle cell 
ana»mifl research. As far as 
possible the projects and 
Nawa's committee were 
staffed and organised by 
tribal people. Tribal women 
were trained as health work- 
ers and nurs^ assistants to 
operate in wi(fely scattered, 
remote areas. 



Victoria Armstrong was 
bom in London and wen a 
scholarship to James Allen’s 
Gills School, Dulwich. In 1930 
gaMarf tier T.fmriiin Uni- 
versity teaching certificate 
from Furzedown Training 
College. From 1931-44 she 
taught in schools in London 
and Kent Throu^ evenii^ 
clasocc she took an. honours 
d^ree to botohy wim zoology 
frtm Birkbeck College, Lon- 
don University, in 1935 and 
durtog the war gained an 
ttngiiah iiteratnre diploma 
from Ktog’s Colley, London. 

Kiefly, early in the war, 
she was evacuated to Kent, 
but back in London and find- 
ing no local schools, she 
opened a class for boys and 
girift of iwItpH ages gnri abili- 
ties — which became a school 
— at Blthani Girls High 
SchooL. She was.- a former 
pupil recalled, “the most to- 
credible teacher I have ever 
known, with the wonderfUl 
ability to qoestioD. stretch 
your minri anil discover your 
own potentiaL" In 1945 she be- 
came a schools inspector and 


Bill Brooks 


remained in fins job until her 
fetefiil visit to India. 

In 1976, she was awarded 
the MBE for her work in In- 
dia. In 1996, a special birthday 
tribute was held for Victoria 
Armstrong by her tribal 
friends and cdlea^es. Thou- 
sands attended, and a video o£ 
the occasion shows the affec- 
tion and resp^qC-the.peoiito 
of the for ithw Ttw gTifih 
supporter. 

“We are unable to bear the 
death of Madam Armstrong,” 
Nawa’s hocoraiy secretary 
Mr Alwas, a tribal man, com- 
mented. “As a ehnri, i knew 
her since 1965. How could we 
foi^t those golden days?" 

As she wished, she was cre- 
mated in the tribal way. Her 
ashes were immersed, he 
added, “in the place called 
BhavanL where three rivers 
meet" 


SaDy Young 


Victoria Daisy Armstrong, 
teacher and social woricer, bom 
November 3. 1909; died May 16, 
1998 


Val WUmer lorUes: So televi- 
sion viewers loved Alf Gar- 
nett for his preijudioes, did 
they? I have yet to meet any 
black person who found 
Johnny Spel^t's horrid bigot 
remotely aniuslng. As a wom- 
an, I, too, always swttehed off 
when Alf came on fhe box; it 
just was not fUnny. 

TUI DeaUi Uk Do Part has 
long been a subject for debate, 
but the feet is that Sleight's 
“irony” was a Utile ahead at 
its tune fbr peopto who were 
still being routinely abused to 
the. street His avihfoiograpby, 
the soiirce'’for m^' df'the 
quotes in your obitai^ (Jufy 
0, is ftin of the namisi raclsm 
voiced by East End musicians 
of tbe period, their pro- 
claimed love of black music 
notwithstanding. 

His comments about Ray 
Effington and Edmundo Ros 
are typical* “not only couldn’t 
act the^ could hsudly talk 
proper.” 

Well, although 1 only came 
across Ray Elling ton in 
passing, this Is unrecognis- 
able, and I can assure read- 
ers that anyone who has 
ever met the redoubtable Mr 
Ros would know he has no 
trouble at all in expressing 
himself, forcefully and 
articulately. 


A comrade at arms 


BUI Brooks (right) and ChnrchiU at the I960 General Election declaration ai Woodfbrd 


|ILL Brooks, who has 
aged 87, was a one- 
'tirnft general secretary 
of the Young Communist 
League, a wartime Commu- 
nist Party activist to the 
Royal Fusiliers, and ran as 
the Communist candidate 
against Winston CburchUl to 
Woodford at the 1950 General 
Election. That was the-sort of 
driiant gesture that charac- 
terised Bin’s life. He won 837 
votes, Chutritin got 37,339. 

It was not his first hustings 
experience. On the troopship 
that took him tO India in 1944 
he organised lectures on cur- 
rent actors, liis cnlminated 
with an election, to which the 

rVimmnwigt ranAIHat* , RITI 
topped the polL 
Bom to Bristol, he was ap- 
prenticed at the Mount Stew- 
art dry dock, but he emerged 
into the world of the great de- 
pression. He joined the 


Labour Party at 15, and later 
Sir Stafford Crinps’s Socialist 
Tffl^gna, which linked the 1^ 
of the Labour Party and the 
CP. He jomed file YCL as a 19- 
yearold, buildiDg tbe Avon- 
mouth branch to one of the 
largest in the country. 

Called up in 1940 Bill 
started a unit magazine, 
Rapid Fire, which became file 
battalion magazine. Subse- 
quently the hattaiiftn was dis- 
banded. on War Office orders, 
and fhe soldiers dispersed to 
other oiuts des]^ tbe plead- 
ings of the baitallon oom- 
mandsr. KB's papers -bad 
been marked ‘*Dot to be given 
any promotion” a friendly of- 
ficer told' him, but . he ended 
up a senior NCO to the Royal 
Ri gnaia Hls esp^Tlences In 
India and later Mida^ only 
intensified his opposition- to 
British imperial 

On deniobltisation he be- 


came YCL general secretary. 
In the 1950s he became a CP 
district organiser to the Dur- 
ham coalfield and thei to 1958 
fhe Daily Worker's circula- 
tion manager. He was later 
the paper’s City, and motor- 
ing correspondent 

Bin was a bom organiser. 
When he moved to Sheffield 
on his retirement, he and his 
wife 'Gladys s^ “Neigh- 
bours for Labour” an infor- 
mal Labour Party gathering. 

Be had married Gladys, a 
Lancashire lass. In 1943.. 
Theirs was a lifelong partner- 
ship of comrades-in-arms. 
Wtib.. their- daughters Sally 
and Jenny they were also 
active to the Woodcraft Polk. 
Bis femily survives him. ' 


The image of 
the Elysee 


Sam BusaeH 


BUI Brooks, Communist, bom 
May2t, 19tt; died June 10, 1988 


J ACQUES PDhan, who 
has died iff lung cancer 
aged si acted as te com- 
municant, an "image 
consultant” fbr both Presl- 
dent >Dtterrand and for Presir 
dent Chirac. 'Pfihan was not 
cbucemed with the press, the 
radio or with public speeches, 
he was interested in tele vi- 
sion — for both the presidents 
whom he served. 

Born to Bayonne he eventu- 
ally created hls own publicity 
company, Temps Poblie. He 
first encountered Francois 
Afitierrand in 1981, during the 
pr^idential elections, and it 
is said that he was respon- 
sible for the successful cam- 
paign slogan *Xa Force Tran- 
quUle", which sought to 
impress as wen as to reassure 
fhe electorate. 

In 1984 bfitterrand {mrvided 
him wtfii a a room in the Ely- 
she Palace and invested 
heavily to hls publletiy com- 
pany. The. President was 
doing badly to the opinion 
pons and wanted to improve 
hls television presentation. 
From this time onwards, Mit- 
terrand’s televisiai appear^ 
ances were very successful 
for which Pilhan took much ' 
at the credit Appearing wffii 
children, and in omversa- 
tlons with pretty young 
women — vtolch brought out 
the best to the President — 
were among Fhilan’s 
contribatkms. 

The most famous inter- 
views are wrapped to smne 
controversy. In April 1985, 
Y'ves Ittoorousi conducted his 
interview which to 

reveal a new M’lttpii - amti iig . 
toning to fte maw Trtio was 
walking round Mm, aimng on 
his de^ firing imnanai ques- 
tioDs. But the Knesldent .was 
able to answer questiona be- 

canse Pilhan had Itnn wn ttia 

questions •— and. supplied 'file 
answera 

It was probably FfZhan’s 
appzehensioa that Edouaxd 
BaPadur m^t be elected 
Fr^ident of the Republic in 
1995 tiiat drew him towards 
jiadqaes Chirac. He eertadnly 
felt that with EaTladT^i - {q thu 
Elyste hls days were over, 
since he would have do ♦hna 


for a special television ad- 
viser — and Pilhan was a 
husineesman who was paid 
fbr the advice fixai he jgave. 
So he started to supply 
Chirac with nseftil inftnmia- 
tloh, so that the presidential 
candidate would. refet*. to a 
mysterious adviser "from tbe 
left". 

It has never been proved 
that h was Pilhan who 
nised toe media torpedoing < 
a story which told of BaUa- 
dur, in southern France, 
hitching a lift from a woman 
after his helici^r had made 
an emeigency landing . Back 
to Paris Balladur had sent 
her a bunch of roses. But in- 
quiries set to motion by Pfi- 
han revealed that the lady 
was a cousin of one of Balia- 
duris advisers on the trip- 
Itiere was some amusement 
about tbe hitchhike that 
never was. 

After the dection of Chirac 
Pilhan stayed on. and fonned 
a remarkable team with tbe 
President's dau^xter, Claude, 
beewntog a more general ad- 
viser. ife, with Claude, be- 
came very critical, of Prime 
Minister Alain Juppe, and 
they advised against the elec- 
tions of 1997 whldi ended in 
victory fbr the socialists, ft 
was shortly after he had been 
proved right that Pflhan's ill- 


H E was a mysterious 
person, rarely seen, 
often apparently ab- 
sent from Paris, liv- 
ing in Ptthiviers and having a 
house to Sierre Leone. “Ihe 

pope of gn mrmmt<-aHnwg *‘ as 

he was caUed, was disliked by 
pbUtiiCiaiu and offirials. He 
was privileged, he was expen- 
sive, the «ton» of bis inftu- 
enee was unknown. 
Apparently he eqjoyed this. 
“The truth Is on the screen, 
the reality is in the po^" he 
mice wrote. He- was very 
modem. 

Be Is survived by a- wife 
and child. 






Douglas Johnson 


Jacques Pilhan, publldet, born 
1943; died June 26, 1996 . 


CORRECTIONS AND CLARIFICATIONS 


IN OUR Analysis on Se lect 
oommltteei. I^ge 17. July 7, we 
said, ‘The system was so 
flawed that Jerry Hay^ a 
health committee member, 
even leaked a report to Vir- 
snia Bottomley, the Health 
Secretary ...” We «hnnwi have 
said, “leaked a report to Wil- 
liam Waldegrave ..." since he 
was Ifealth Secretary at the 
time. Apok^ies. 

IN OUR coverage under the 
biding, The Lobbying Scan- 
dal, we said in a report on Page 
3 yesterday, that Gregory Pa- 
last had “briefed Jack Straw 
and John Cunningham”. He 
did not brief Jack Straw. We 
meant to say Jbdt. not John. 
Cunnli^iam. Apologlee. 

THERE WERE discrepancies 


between our report of 
death of Roy R^rs, Page 12, 
July 7, and the obituary 
which speared on Page 16, 
toe same day. in the report 
we said be was 86. In tbe 
obituary we said he was 85 . 
We now inritoe towards 86. 
In the report we toat. 
Dale Evans had a horse 
called Buttermilk. In toe obit- 
uary we said it was called 
Buttercup. Butteraiilk was 
right. In the report we said 
Risers and Evans starred 
together to the Roy Rogers 
Show from 1851 to 1967. In the 
obituary we said the show 
ran for six years from 1961. 
The obituary was correct, al- 
though repeats of toe original 
shows continued to be run 
for many years. Finally, in 
toe obituary, in quoting the 


lyrics of a song associated 
with Rogers (aod his horse. 
Trigger), we omitted the 
word “wonderiUl” from the 
following line. Her honest 
and ftiithfiU right up to the 
end. that wonderful one, two, 
three. Jbur-leggadfiiauL 

WE PERSIST in peddling ped- 
dle instead of pedal On 
9, July 6, ignoring earlier 
corrections, we referred to 
peddle pushers In an article 
Soft shoe shuffle. The 
thiTig B on each side of a bi- 
cycle are pedals. 

IN AN ARTICLE ON Page 7. 
G2, June 29, about women at 
Cambridge University, we 
quoted some ramaiks by Rose- 
mary Beresfbrd. who read 
En^h at Newnham. from 1934 


to 1937. We said sbe Is 7L She is 
82. We quoted bar as sByin& 
There was pcajudice agatoet 
women students.” She has 
aahvfi tls fo it clear ttiat 
sbe said, ‘^ttusre was no preju- 
dice a^ilnst women students,” 
toe only escepfion being the 
don, l e fei ’ i '^ to, vtoo began all 
his lectures. “Gentlemen." 

ft is the policy qf the Guardkai 
to correct errors as soon as 
possdbi&^ease quote <bue and 
page number. Readers me^ 
contact the office of the Read- 
ers' Bditar by tidet^wning 0171 
239 9589 .bettoeen Horn and 
5pm, Monday to Friday. Sur- 
Jbee mail to Readers’ SdUor, 
The Guardian. 119. Farring- 
don Road, London EClR 3ER. 
Fax 0171 239 3897. E-maU: 
reader@guardian.co.uk 


Birthdays 

A Country Diary - 


. „ •? 

John Ainsley. tenor, 3$ Daxd 
Behr. trievisiOQ presenter. 24; 
Judith Brown. Beit Professor 
of Commonwealth' History. 
Osfiird Univer^, 54; Steve 
football manager, 43; 
Ben De Efean, jockey, 39; 
Sate Gamer, feshion photo- 
gapber. 44; Tom actor, 

42; Sir Edward Heath, Con- 
servative MP, former prime 

STANLEY INCLINEr Disused 
rural railway fines an over 
County Durham have been 
converted Into public wafic- 
ways. but this one is a Ifttie 
different No smoke-belching 
locomotives ever chuffed 
along here, tostwiri a statiim- 
ary ei^ine at the top of Billy 
Row tomk fugged ec^ trucks 
up from the old oblU^ at 

Miifi 

established pastures, irregu- 
larly tucked to between wood- 

lato and streams, are fhll of 
buttercups and hawkweeds. 
7216 • railway embankment 
must have been a refuge for 
wild flowers when surround- 
ing land bec^e a moonacsqie 
at opencast mtoing, and it 
hasn't taken long for some of 
them to relnvade Old haunts. 

t^tches, timothy,'- 
meadow grasses, fbxfell, 
cues, felae oat, cock’s foot, 
crested ^g*s tail and York- 
sbire fog, flowering as'pro- 
fnsdy as toqy would have'-to 
the earlier years of the cen- 
tniy, when the coal truda 
roQed past 

PHIL GATSS 

nuxusiBr* ck voon iiwxiir 
Stnbbs, poet and lectorer, 8(^ 
David fioedsney, palntm*. 61; 
Dordc Lewis, fonner dlreo- 
ter. Prison Sm-vioe. S2; Paul 
Merton, comeefian, actor,- 
writer, 41; Natasha Fyne, ac- 
tress. 50: Janet Xtsmey. tex- 
tUe designer. 49; Derek 
Twigg, .Labour MP, 39; 

Williams, actor, 63; 
Richard Wilson, .actor.. and 
dlrsctm:, 82. . 

gravity take them on the 
return journey. When de^ 

'mining ftnigluri some of 

land, was mined for opmicast 
co^ but now agriculture to 
retiumed and the landse^ is 
be^mfingto FBOover. Parmer 

opencast land 1s easy to spot 
— strain field boundaries 
and smooth contours car- 
p^ed to.oziifonnly lush, 
yiriding forage grasses. CM 

A uaail VI ivwOl Itfjw- 

and dense dusters of deep 
purple northern marsh or- 
ehlds have already made 
themselves at home 
ash saplings to tjie corner of 
one of toe new pastnres. But 
ifis wflri grasses that - have 
benefited most from the 

toctim of the aimhanlnnent 
Unmown and imgranad, the 

trackslde is home' to a glori- 
ous mixture oTbents, bromes. 
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Liddle^ 
magic circle 

10 


Thebo^ 

from 
th6 black 
stuff 

The re-entry of Iran and Iraq to the world’s 
crude markets could precipitate a repeat of 
the Thirties crash. Alex Brummer 
and Ian Black spell out the possibilities 


“Qi 


IL price 
plunge con> 
[founds 
I Malaysia”; 
"Opec to 
meet In crir 
sis mode as oil prices keep 
dropping”: “Saudi Arabia sig- 
nals new gf . qfl 

ei^iorter to underpin jtwggiwg 
world crude prices". And so 

tha htaadliniiB hama rtm i^iirfn g 

the fiew weeks. Oil prices 
are in a downward spiral, 
threatening the political sta- 
bility of producing countries 
su;ul arousing fears that we 
maybie,izLfiQrapariod(tf dsf)^ . 

Behind die fell — ^icee 
have tumbled 40 per cent since 
October last year — th»e are 
tbreefectors: 

-•a sharp cutback in demand 
as a result of the crisis in the 
Asia-Pacific regkm: 
•oversupply of on in part 
because of bad decisions by 
the Oiganlsation the OH 
Produ(£ig and Bzpordng 
Countries (OpecX 
•technologic^ cban^ wbicb 
have dramatieelly r^uced tlie 
cost ct exploring and extract- 

ip gftfl- 

Tbere is a fiirdier geo-polit- 
ical factor which could be as 
important as snigily ai^ 
dttnand in determining 
whether the fell will provoke a 
ginhai crisis: the position of 
rc^ue producers prevented by 
sanctions fhim engaging in 
fun productloii. Iraq’s produe- 
tion is still greatly restricted 
by United NaUons sanctions, 
whlcb restrict its official out- 
put to amounts ^uired to 
meet humanttarian needs. 
MeanwhUe Iran, which 
attended a big oil conference 
in London in June, has made 

it clear that it is determined to 
put American sanctions 
gainst It to me side and once 
a gain become a meior player 
in the world maitets. Tbe 
return of eitber Iran and Iraq, 
or both, as major exporters 
could dramatl<»lly redefine 
supply conditions and add to 


regional tensions in tbe Mid- 
dle East 

Pteecasters of on market 
CQuditims global 

deanand to slaAen diatply this 
year with a growth rate of L5 
per cen^ which would amount 
to addititeial coDsnmptkxi cf 
12 million barrels a day This 
compares wife tbe grov^ rate 
of 22 per oent (x 2J minion bar- 
rels a day last yeec The main 
reason fte* this slowdown — 
\riileh could get worse if the 
Asia-Ftolflc r^on does not 

deoKUQd in tbe .ccmQt^ of 
Eest Asia. .The, Paciflc~rMiaii, 
JaP^ rhjna an^ 

Tr^ia^ rt TMartmatj ^ milHrm b at^ 

Eds a day in 1997 or 28 per cent 
of global demand fer ene^ Ih 
reoeoat years the r^um^ 
growfe has been in tbe order of 
6 per cen^ soaking up an extra 1 

If in 1996 fee legfam’s 
growth is fiat or even native 
— vfeirii semis possible given 
the serious deterioration of 

conditions in -T sipan _ t>wn 

tbe growfe in demand fbr oil 
(half wfaidi comes from 
Asia-Faciflc annually) could 
be seriously curtailed. 

STTMAXes pre- 
pared by fee 
investment 
bankers Merrill 
I^rnch surest fiat 
*n*ai woddwide 
in 1998 will be 75 mil- 
lion barrels a a figure very 

much in line wife those put 
out by fee hiteniaticinal 
•Ener gy 'Agacy(1). Bofe fere- 
casts could prove to be too opti- 
mistic shotOd the downturn in 
the Asia-Pacifie region deepm. 

Normal market response to 

a sharp cut in demand Ibr ml is 
to back on production to 
protect fee oommodiUr^ man 
ket price and producers* prolSt 
marg infi. But feess rules do 
not operate in an oil znaiket 
vfeere geopcditics also weigh 
heavily It was just such politi- 
cal fectOTS and tbe need to col- 
lect greater revenues to 



Ei 



sujyo r t domestic economies 
vfeidx led Opec to nuse Hs ^o- 
duction ceiling in Noveniber 
last yeah Just as tiie Asian cri- 
sis 'was wRsening. It was a 
ermc 'Wng w inventories of 
oil b^an to build dp at refiner- 
ies, fixeing the (til price down 
to gl5 abarreL Circiinistencas 
were not babied vfem braq 
une qiecte dly entered the ftay 
and temp^cazily pumped up its 
prodoctiion. Since Opec 

Tiaa haaw angagaH in n desper- 
ate reexgoard action aimed at 
gfaMnmtog production among 
its members, it has 

no firm control over nonOpec 
oountries such as klfexieoL 

first production 

wrmo in 

March 1996, as the 

dumped. Opec 

members decided 
to reduce output by 12 mDUon 
bands a dann of whife 12 mO- 
lion would be Ibund by file 
Opec peodneas and the rest by 
those ontsida This fafled to 
WDik because of rogue sigi- 
plfesftomlraq. 

So in June, Opeeprodneera 
fiieir econonues crippled by 
low oil prices, amionnced 
sharper-than-expected output 
cuts of np to 5 per cent to 
drain a' disastrous 0ut of 
crude. On June 24 the group 
agreed to riuAe supply by a 
further L35 mlDloa bands 
perday 

to the Middle East, home of 
tbe bulk of file world’s proven 
oil Teeecves, thiw sustained ftiU 
in prices has taken aheevy toU 
<xt Gulf stdes, especially Sand! 
Arabia, to req^emse to felling 
revenues femn oil the Saudis 
ought to have divasified their 
eecmoniy and cut •fiie sixe of 
their state; they haven’t 

It is two other regional pn>- 
docezs, Iran and Iraq, whiife 
iififtortino hia Intimate links 
between tiie economics of the 
global oil industry and wider 
political changes, and tbe dif- 
ficulties feced by bastoessmen 
and policy-makers in disen- 


i19M I 

Threst of a second Gt# War 
over UN arms iRspedlons in Iraq. 

Before tha flrst GuH War 
fsare of tfsnqUion to world suppBes 
had pushed crude prices above 
abarreL 


tan g lin g the two. Iran, 
hemmed in by American bos- 
tilxty since AyatoDab Khome- 
ini’s 1979 revolution, is betog 
driv» by a dire need fer hard 
cash to revitalise its fla g gin g - 
energy sector ~ still account- 
ing for 85 per cent of its hard 
currency earnings. The 
i n vest m ent and stability feat 
fee cash brings are vital if fee 
rdbrmlst drive started by 
Presidteit Mbbamed Etmtami 
istoprospec 

dime’s OpM agreement, 
intriguing is thon^ to 
have been made possible by 
talks betwem Saudi Arabians 
•Ring Fabd awri fee Iranian 
Foreign Minister Samal 

Khatraxi ^ an nnt-MnlrahlA 

axis only a year ago and a 

t»nfng inrUwitiftn gf feg 

i^idly rfeanging political 
map rtf' tbe region. 

Last weriE, at a London busi- 
ness eop fer ence, Iranian effi- 
dals unvefled S&7bn worth cf 
mergy pr qjec ls . This fens- 
trates hem market fiirces are 
feuEiting aside deep-rooted sen- 
ritivities about fix^gn amtr^ 
of strategic economic asset 
Evhi bdbre its 'WiDild Cop 
victory Iran was trumpeting 
President BQl Clintem’s fefi- 
ure to "oontaiD” it Unilateral 
American laws still prevent 
United ^ates companies fium 

investing in T ran tan oil anri 

gas, but strong European 
Union o^^iositimi, in which 
the normally Atlanticist 
Britain played a key and com- 
bative role^ roundly defeated 
Washington’s attempt to force 
others to fellow suit 



ATTLB was 
joined in earnest 
when the Ameri- 
.can firm Conoco 

^was iMTinari fegm 

doing a 82 bfilum 
deal to develop Iran’s huge 
South gas field that was 
eveotnaDy *afcATi gq by the 
Ftendi company TotaL Getgio- 
Htinai nhang ag elsesfeere have 
enhanced Iran% importance 
a bridge between the 


and lanriipcired Cen- 
tral Asian countries and tte 
Gul£ Ofl companies are sbow- 
ii« little patience wife Ameri- 
can attempts to Twaiw fiiem 
fight this proxy wan 
Across the Gult Iraq, wife 
fee world’s seomid-largest oQ 
reserves, preaents an even 
more conitficated picture as 
fee world waits for an end to 
tbe seven-year UN embargo. 

Exactly whan that will 
come remains a mystery tmt 
it would take only a deter- 
mined decision ly Saddam 
Hnssein to concede the ‘Tbll, 
final and complete disclosure" 
fha xjiif demands aw<i win cer- 
tification feat be bas scrapped 
fee deadly mideai; chemical 
and biological weapons be 
acquired b^re invading 
Kuwait. Washington have 

its own a gftnda, but it would 
be very isolated indeed if it 


insisted fiiat the aanr-H^nc 
must stay in place after that 
Demite the embargo, Iraq 
is alr^dy an actor in woiid 
on markets. Smuggling via 
Ihikey and Iran hdis bring 
in demerately-needed bard 
curreucy and the UN allows 
Iraq to sen $525 bniian of 
crude e v er y six nwifK* to 
buy food, medicine and other 
humanilarian goods. So fer 
Baghdad insists it can only 
bandle emorts of $4 bniion as 

its OU industry ha« fi>Tll>n Infn 

dlsrepaii: But projects worth 
$20 billion are ag pec ted to be 
up for grabs ftncA fee 
embargo goe& on companies 
await feat nxanent eoger^ 
And Iraq’s embarp 
may weE be tbe las t 
tbe worid wiD see 
on sanctions 
are tooeas- 
ingly dlscsed- 


ited as 
wry of MiferwTig 
tbe win cf the mtemational 
ocmmunlly not only ha^naa 
they are a Mnwt instrument 
thai bits file poor mexe fean 
the powe rM — but also 
because fiiey cost too mudi. 
The feilnre to mply fl***"" to 
three dfiferent but arguably 
deserving cases — Nigmia, 
Algeria and Ubya —proves 
•tbeyhavelittiefiihn& 

The povrar of the Opec cartel 
to control production and sup- 
plies has alto been damaaed bv 
tedmoiogy ATthmigh fee Mid- 
dle East remains file core area 
cf dieap prodnetkn new tech- 
nlqaes fix* eqdoratioo and 
extraction mean fiiat fermeriy 
marginal on sources, maqy of 
thinn ID tuAiy ng market 
economies from Colnmbia is 
South America to Burma, have 
disturbed the danamtsqpply 
equation. 

A NUMBER of 

new drilling 
processes are 
dhanging fer- 
evm* the costs of 
on eoqdoration. 
These indude three-dimen- 
sicaial seismic techniques — 
whidi allow exploration com- 
panies to pinpoint deposits 
more aecuiWdy — and hori- 
rontal drilling which allows 
companies to recover grater 
volumes of oE &om existing 
well& Some estimates sug^ 
gest that these new methods 
^ exploration and extrac- 
tion have already sha^ 

some two dollars a barrel off 
costs, vfeife means a perma- 
nent reduction in fee market 
price for oil irrespective of 
broader trends in fee mar- 
kefelace: It also encoorages 
new production compa- 
nies into tbe mar- 
kefelace because 
they can now 


afford to drill, 
without tbe vast 
o^Dditore wbich used to 
be involved in sinking trial 
wdls. 

diminishing costs ixo- 
duction are enming at a time 
vfeto riwwnwri is faTlIwg 
overeivply surdy suggests we 
are about to witness a new era 
cf low fessn etergy costs which 
should be good fbr tbe gfebal 
ftcnocHuy After all it was tite 
hi^ on prices .abnrfca of 1973 
after the ^bm Kippor war and 
1979 after file Iranian revolu- 
tiem. wfakfa are generailly 
Wainfld for two of fee worst 
post-war recesskns. But felling 
energy prices are also a serious 
problem for tbe produens. Tbe 
MiddleEast oountiies are hurt- 
ing badly and are having to cur- 
taO their domestic bii^^ 
while in tbe Yemen eco- 
nODiic coodkiacs are fixaojtiDg 
unrest In Russia oE ea^orts are 
a vital camponent of fee recov- 
ery plan and throughout Tjtin 
Ararica lower on prices are 
causingdifiBculty 
Falling comzoodity prices 
were a precursor of the great 
crash some 60 years ago. As 
producing countries cut back 
demand fee recessional 
fonss already on the loose in 
Asia and dsewhere are exac- 
erbated. to the short run 
cheap oE may be good for con- 
sumers buying petrol at the 
pumps and big users surii as 
the aiilines. But the cominex 
poiitiiy of oil mean that ofl 
costs are a destabilising •vari- 
able in the ^bbal economic 
and political mix. 


(1)OtMndustry;ATest 
of Character, MerflO Lyn^ report, 
June221996. 

Oraphlea Soureas: US 
Department of Energy; MerrBI 
l^ich;OaWbrld; 
hOp:/Awww.allworiilconi; BP 
http:/AvwwJ)p.corTVbp6tai$^9ages 
foRirtm 

ehs Matthew Keating. 

Alex Brummer is the Guardianb 
financial editor; Ian Black is 
diplomauc editor. 
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FinanceQusatdlsm 


Insurers may sue over Serps 

£2bn age rebate 
delay for millions 


Lfzatuart 


I NSURANCE companies 
may sue the Government 
following the late pay- 
ment of £2 billion in 
rebates to personal pen- 
sion plan schemes. 

The delays are due to 
glitches in the ClTltaillion 
pnuect to update the Contnbu- 
tions Agency's computer sys- 
tom in advance of Its merger 


with the Twiawri Revenue. 

The job. one of the ]sreest 
information technology pro- 
jects ever undertaken In 
Europe, Involves transferring 
National Insurance detsiils of 
64 million people. The origi- 
nal go-live date for the new 
system was in ApriL 

Now Insurers are seeking 
compensation of hondteds cf 
thousands of pounds for the 
hold op in paymmits of the 
age-related rebates for the 


5.6 million people contracted 
out of the State Eamlngs 
Related Pension, or Serps, 
into a personal pension. 

The del^ will result in a 
gargantuan administration 
bin for ihe pension providers, 
who wiD have to ensure that 
customers do not lose out fi- 
nancially because of the late 
aHocatioQ. 

Age-related rebates, intro- 
duced in last year’s reform of 
the pensions act Id an attempt 
to n^ke personal pensions 
more attractive, are normally 
paid in Jime. July and August 
— the average is £700 per per- 
son. The provider then in- 
vests them into the individ- 
ual’s pension funds on the 
customer's behalf. By this 
Hma last year insurers had al- 


ready received at least 
£100 million &t>m the agen- 
cy's coOkrs. 

The agency, which reports 
to the Department of Social 
Security, admits It does not 
know when the payment 
backlog will be dear^ but 
the problem is thoo^t likely 
to continue for at least an- 
other month. “We are keeping 
in touch with tiie providers, 
and argent cases will be dealt 
with manually,” said a 
spokeswoman. 

Geoff Shaw, finance direc- 
tor for life and pensions at 
Norwich Union said: “We 
have been tallting to other 
providers about what to do. 
altboa^ we would inithUly 
like to resolve this in a satis- 
fectory manner.” 


Andrew Black, pensions 
marketing manager at Stan- 
dard Life, said customers 
should not be left out of 
pocket by the hold-up, al- 
though pension statements 
win be wrong. 

prcfolem wiS became 
for more critic^ if drags on 
later into the year,” he said. 

A sptfeeswoman from the 
Association of British Insur- 
ers said; “It has not yet 
reached the st^e of l^al 
action, but we are discussing 
compensation with the Con- 
tributions Agency.” 

When personal pensions 
were introduced in the late- 
eighties, delays in paying the 
then flat-rate rebate ven fre- 
quS2L It is imderstood the 
agency improved its payment 


record only after the industry 
threatened to sue. The delay 
in installing the new system 
has also caused problems in 
processing contracted out em- 
pioyznent group pension or 
“money purchase" schemes. 

The agency says it wOl pass 
on the cost compensation to 
Andersen Consulting, the 
management advisers over- 
seeing the conumter project. 
The nriaTitniiTTi t'ha agCncy 
seek from Andersen, which 
has already been fiuced to 
pay £23 million in extra costs 
and penalty payments, is 
£100 million. 

“We now have every confi- 
dence that Monday's new 
deadline will be met for the 
computer to be installed,” the 
agency spokeswoman said. 


Air war intensifies 
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Unhappy landing . . . An American Airlines flight arriving at Heathrow taxis past the British Airways* maintenance hangar 

EC applies reverse thrust to airline alliance 


Approval terms leave BA and its 
rivals angry, say Keith Harper 
and Julie Wolf in Brussels 


P rospects for the 
hotly contested alli- 
ance between Brit- 
ish Airways and 
.American Airlines looked 
remote last nlgbt after 
Brussels gave only oon^- 
tional approval and rival 
airlines reacted to that de- 
cision with predictable 
fury. 

The cerms, while harsher 
than the two airlines 
wanted, are considerably 

less stringent than th oee 
first outlined by competi- 
tion commissioner Karel 
van Micrt more than a year 
ago. Nonetheless. ftiU z^u- 
latory approval from Euro- 
pean and US authorities is 
likely to take months. 

Trade and Industry Sec- 


retary Margaret Beckett 
said the Government's ap- 
proval was snhlect to sev- 
eral conditions which 
would protect competition 
roles. Privately, nunisters 
are pessimistic abont a deal 
being reached before next 
year at the earliest and are 
still worldng oot a time- 
table. 

While Bob Ayling, BA's 
chief excentive. welcomed 
the £C annonneement. he 
described the terms as “too 
harsh”. He was particn- 
larly ciitlcai that BA was 
being asimd to give up 267 
slots in London and said 
that number was too hl^. 

The commission will 
make its final mling in Oc- 
tober or November after lis- 


tening to comments from 
the airlines, their competi- 
tors and Ei^pean govern- 
ments. 

Utader the conditions an- 
nonneed yesterday, BA and 
AA wonld have to give np a 
iwavimmn of 267 weekly 
take-off and landing slots at 
Heathrow and Gatwlck. 
with 220-230 slots coming 
from Qie former. This rep- 
resents about 19 daily 
return flights. 

Mr Van Miert said: “Slots 
have to be made available 
on demand of competitors." 
A mmwilwsinn ofQciai said 
that, if the EG issued it 
final ruling in November, 
the Blots would have to be 
released In time for the 
next season, be ginning in 
ApriL Another official esti- 
mated that it oonld take six 
months to a year for the 267 
slots to become tree. 

It emei^ed yesterday that 
the trade in slots at Heath- 
row ia stlU being fiercely 


contested. BA did not deny 
a report in Fli^t Interna- 
tional magazine that it had 
paid more than £2 mUllon 
each to Air UK fbr 56 slots 
for four daily retnm Joor- 
neys between Gnemsey and 
Heathrow. The item ap- 
pears in the accounts of 
ELM, of which Air UK is a 
snbsidiary. 

The ED'S ruling says that 
BA and AA most reduce 
freqnencies between Lon- 
don and Chicago, Dallas 
and Misimi. all considered 
*‘hub" air^rts. However, 
the airlines will have to cat 
thrir Qi^ts fbr six months 
and only if competitors are 
interested In the routes. 

lifr Van Miert denied that 
the decision marked 'a 
cUmbdown from his origi- 
nal nail for abont 350 slots 
to be reUnqnlshed. He said 
his figure was based 

on Information which 
tamed out to be incorrect. 

Moreover, “we listened to 


the views of companies". 
Nonetheless. Mr Van Miert 
said he expected criticism 
from airlines. 

“For some It will go too 
for, for others not enongh." 
he said. 

The commissioner also 
warned Britain not to con- 
clude an open-skies deal 
with the US that shut other 
European carriers out of 
Heathrow. 

The commission gave its 
preliminary views, too, on 
a Lofthansa-Dnited alli- 
ance, saying that the air- 
lines wcKild have to shed 
108 weekly slots at Prank- 
flirt and Copenhagen. 

Both airlines reacted fh- 
rionsly, with United threat- 
ening legal action in the 
U& 

• Airerafr manufacturer 
Alrbns said that it had se- 
cured 52 per cent of the 
world’s airliner orders for 
fhe first half of 1998, worth 
abont £14 billion. 


BA/AiV dominance 


SA'4A : no rer ccRi oj 


London - Balliineie 




London - Dellas/Fort WbSv 




London - Pittsburgh 
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1 00 , 000 jobs ^at risk’ 


Oanrid Cow 

IncUistrlal E<ntor 


iRTTAlN'S engineering 
|iadustry yesterday 
'warned the Bank of 
England that the strong 
pound and high interest rates 
would force the economy Into 
a hard landing, with manufac- 
turing heading for a deep 
recession and the loss of more 
than 100.000 jobs in the next 
18 months. 

The Engineering Employ- 
ers' Federation's latest quar- 
terly trends survey, released 
yesterday to coincide with the 
rneeUng of the Bank's mone- 
tary policy committee, 
showed a sudden and marked 
deterior^oD in the indus- 


try’s prospects over the past 
three months. 

Its publication followed an 
unprecedented lobbying by 

the industry of MFC members 
and government minis ters in 
an effort to force a rhang e in 
monetary policy. “Even If 
rates stay stiU things will get 
worse," said Graham Mac- 
kenzie, EEF dlre^r^eneraL 

The EBP wants the cabinet 
and Bank to signal that rates 
should have peaked at their 
cuirent level of 7.5 per cent 
and that Britain win join the 
sin^ currency sower rather 
than later. 

“The combination of an 
overvauled pound, borrowing 
costs for higher than those of 
our major competitors and a 
slowing domestic economy 


are firing a heavy toll," Mr 
Mackenzie said. 

“Farther damage would 
result from any measure that 
helped to sust^ the level of 
the pound or increased fl- 
nancing costs for already 
hard-pressed businesses." 

With domestic orders de- 
clinli^ Sat Ihe first time in 
the current economic cycle 
and 12J»0 engineering jobs 
lost in the first quarter alone, 
the EBF expects the scale of 
redundancies to deepen and 
is poised to revise sharply up 
wiurds its eazUer ertiinate 
that 100,000 could be lo^ 
between April and the end of 
next year. Export orders fell 
for the sixth quarter in a row. 
according to the snrvey ol 
1,611 firms. 


Dixons sales stay buoyant 


Roger Cowa 


D ixons countered the 
mountins retail ^oom 
with news yesterday 
that sales are more buoyant 
than bad been feared. 

At the electrical computer 
and mobile phone stores, 
sales are lOper cent beiow 
last year. Bnt 1997 sales were 
boosted by windfall gains 
from builifing society ilota- 
tions, so the current figures 
are w^ ahead of the 1996 
level wnd higher thar^ hart 
been expected in the present 
scoiKHnlc dimate. 

Sir Stanley Dixons' 
chairman, said: “We’re all a 
bit nervous and I coul^'t say 
you could ignore the Far East 


But at the moment ia the 1^ 
there are still plenty of big- 
tictet items being sokL" 

Sir Stimley reported profits 
of £218 mlUioo, up 9 per cent 
on last year. Sales grew by 
13 per cent to £2.7 blUlon but 
most of that increase came 
firoca new shares. Because of 
falling computer prices, com- 
parable sales at PC Worid 
were 8 per caA lower than in 
1997. 

Sir Stanley said new tech- 
nology would continue to 
drive sales and profits, and 
pnnnised to continue e^iand- 
tog the Dixons. Currys. PC 
World and Link formats. 
“There’s still plenty of space 
to grow," he said. 

Digital TV set-top boxes 
vrin go (XI sale In Dixons 


shops in the autumn. Televi- 
siona able to receive digital 
channds will be available be- 
fore Christmas. 

Sir Stanley said the impact 
4^ falling .Aslan currencies 
was c^iset by the feet that 
many components are bought 
inddlars. 

But some companies, no- 
tably in Korea, were so des- 
perate for forei^ currency 
that they were ofiferjng excep- 
tional price deals, which 
might be reflected In shop 
prices. 

Dixons ended the year with 
nearly £200 million in the 
bank but Sir Stanley said he 
bad no iateatian at the mo- 
ment a£ following the feshkm 
for hawdiwg hai-Tf /-aati tO 
shar^olders. 


Notebook 


Many investors 
on wrong track 


•f 


Edited by 
Lisa BueWn^ham 


IT’S OFFICIAL. We are 
I wasting miUio as of pounds 
la year trying to secure a 
better-than-average return _for 
our old age. Inst^ui of tryii^ 
to outsmart foe market, we 
should simply track it 

Research for Barclays 
Global Investors charts the 
per&NrmaDce of active fund 
managers against the so- 
called trackers, and claims 
that in foe past 25 years foe 
index funds have d<me sub- 
stantially better. In foot, the 
researchers at Pricewater- 
houseCoopers reckon that 
trackers have saved investors 
in Ammica, where tracking 
began, about gloo billion 
since 1973. The performance 
gap is onderpinned by much 
lower management charges. 

This Is not to say that the 
best of foe active fond manag- 
ers could not beat a tracker. 
But. in order to beat tlm in- 
dexed fon^ over time, an 
active manaig er would ha^ tO 
be among the top 20 per cent 
of performers consistently. 

That ia a not inconsiderable 
feat An even toi^fher ta6k, 
however, is for ponters to 
identify which active manag- 
ers will outperform over such 
a long time. 

Trackers do have limits — 
not I^st the feet that as ftmds 
get larger the potmtial return 
ritmSnifthw; ft is harder to 
provide as good a return on 
£100 billion than it is on 
£1 billion. Active managers 
will always have a role as 
specialists or for those inves- 
tors willing to accept a higher 
risk in the hope of a higher 
reward, at least (m a part at 
the portfolio. 

TTiere is evidence that the 
index fond managers are 
shaking off their traditionally 
supine approach to corporate 
governance because they do 
not eRjoy the luxury of being 
able simply to sell out 

And. while it is feshionable 
to rfaim that trackers will 
underperform in a falling 
market and m^ht even pre- 
cipitate a crash, there is little 
evidence to support this. 

For active managers to beat 
the index they have to know 
when foe market will turn 
down in order to out at the 

right time, and then be 
equally sure when prices 
have reached the bottom so 
that they can quickly switch 
out of cash and back Into 
shares. This is easier said 
than d(»ie — just Icxik at 
PAD'S Tony Dye; who |xit his 
£65 billion of funds behind his 
convletiixi that the market 
was peaking more than two 
years ago. 

On the fece of it, the argu- 
ment in fevour of traedmr 
fonds appears conclusive and 
there are s(xne who re<dton 
these could eventually ao- 
coont for SO to 70 per cent of 
the market — compared with 
something stay of 20 per cent 
today. They are not held to 
ransom by prUna donnas 
earning seven-figure salaries 


and bonuses, tbey are not 
suhlect to the bizarre invest- 
ment strategies of one or two 
driven ocecutives and, most / 
importantly, we could save I 
ourselves a heck of a lot of 
money. 


Counter argument 

S o SHOPPERS are spend- 
ing. Yesterday's sales 
figures from Dixons — 
10 per cent down, but only by 
cennparison with last year's 
wlndfell boom conditions — 
cast a new li^t cm foe state of 
foe high street. ^ 

Recmt gfooray news from 
the likes of MFT has led to ex- 
aggerated fears about c(xi- 
sumtfs keeping their hands 
in their pockets and their 
money in the bank. But foe 
official retail sales figures 
have shown that people are 
gi-ni spending and this is .con- 
firms by Dixons' experience. 

ft is, however, a tricky sum- 
mer to Judge — a feet to 
which the minutes of yester- 
day’s monetary policy com- 
mittee meeting will attest 
Fl^ there was last year's 
wlndfell boomlet whUfo pro- 
vide exa^erat^ compara- 
tive figures. Second the dull 
weafoer has played havoc 
with feshion sales. Third, the 
Asian crisis has ted to bar- 
gains which will depress sales 
values if not vcdxunes. 

Pin^’, there is the confu- 
sion the World Cup. It may 
have led to less spending be- 
eaxise soccer fens are too busy 
watching TV. Or perbai^ not 
if disgruntled non-soccer- 
watchers have hit foe shops. 

The outcome of these vari- 
ous fectors will be apparent 
only when several more 
retailers have reported (mr- 
rent sate experience. But foe 
message seems to be that 
most shoppers are still bappy 
to spend even on ekpensive 
items, so long as there is a 
good reason to buy and good 
prices are to be bad , 



Late arrival 

FTER more than two 
years of deliberation, 
ilferel Van Miert should 
have dcxie better. Instead. 
British Airways, its putative 
partner American Airlines 
and their hundreds of thou- 
sands of regulation-blighted * 
employees are left another 
half-way house. 

At issue is the number of 
dots foe partners would have 
at the world's most important 
gateway — Heathrow. Eigh- 
teen montiis ago, the Office of 
Fair Trading recommended 
that 168 slots should be given 
op. It has taken Mr Van Mien 
more than 300 working days 
to conclude that ghnmrt be 267 
slots. BA and AA disagree 
anrt will (foallenge the ruling. 

The putative partnership 
Lufthansa. SAS and Cfoited 
Airlines Is also forious at the 
number of slots Mr Van Miert 
says It should give up. At 
least these airliite have had 
to wait less timp to Invoke 
their wrath. 

The BA/AA merger looks i 
increasingly like a doomed 
(foimera. Few outsule tiie air- 
lines* boardrocxns have felt 
(impelled by foe arguments. 

The boards of both companies 
should impose a rfoarttiwa ji 
they cannot meet that, they 
should give up. 


Euro-bank to 
curb lending 


LanyEmott 


T he European Central 
Bank is to Impose a Ger- 
man-style system of 
curbs on foe ignrting potential 

of CCXnmercial banka insIRa 

the single-currency zcxk in an 
attempt to ensure stability in 
money market rates after meet' 
etaxy unfon. • 

'Wlm Duisenberg, ECB presi- 
dttit, said banks would have to 
lodge between'LS per cent and 
ZSpes cent of their liability 
base at the natwiai eaitral 
hanks in their home country 
evetymcnthl 

AWhmTgb foe ECB denied 
that foe deciskm to adopt a 
mintmum reserves target rqv 
resteitsd a c^itulation to ma- 
sure from foe Buxriesbanl^ the 
move was widely setei as a 


way of exerting ti^t cue 
over bank l ending 

Mr Duisenberg said foe 
ton fix' the u countries j 
tog niooetary union in the I 
next January woold < 
tribute to the stability 
zbooey market rates. 

Britain and tite US -taa^ 
much U^tter regiine, wifo 

Bank of Engfaprf i n«w«rffrw 

0.15 per 

its fr«n banks in foe City 
Eddie George, the Bai 
Governor, said yesteniay i 
foe Issue about mrtTig a m 
mum reserve system had t 

foe extent to whMi it wonl< 

a fex on the hanking gyg 



cl^ service providers, 
within countrte movte i 
®oro and between foat ^ 

and the rest of the world. 
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If oli*'® ciirector-general plus a handpicked audience 


15 


of 250 and what have you got? An Audience with John Birt 



BBC director^ieiieral Sir Jotan Birt will attempt to put tho corporation’s yarioiis activities into focus at next week's meeting 


PHOTOGRAPH: IMTHN OODWM 


- Knight-time television 


Simon Beanrls • 

Media Business Editor 



; BBC’s efforts to 
silence its critics 
and prove tbat it is 
(^>en and transpar- 
ent will be *aicAn a 
step further next 
vreek when the coiporation 
stages *what it describes as its 
first ^“annual general meet- 
ing’*. 

The move — unprecedented 
fdr'a public sector oiganisa- 
tiOD — is part of a growing 
‘effort by executives to present 
‘ the corporation's financial 
and business afEairs at«ng the 
lines of a public limited com- 
pany. 

The meeting will coincide 
with the publication the 
amuial accounts, which win 
disclose for more information 
about ^ BBC’s commercial ' 
activities 'than ever^ before, 
and will indude a statement 
that the corporatiai is adopt- 
ing privi^ sector standards 
on corporate governance. 

• Insiders acknowledge, that 
the meeting — to be staged 
Wednesday in the Badio 
Theatre at Broadcasting 
Hdose — will be a relatively 
modest aAlr. It will be optei 
to an invited aodience o^. 
Some 2S0 people drawn from 
cotisumer groups-, lobby 
organisations, “opinion 


What the critics say 



On file Eeenee feo 

'It makes no sense at all In an 
age when hundreds of channelB 
are available — 97 per cent of the 
population pay a compirisory tax 
to watch jud two' 

Tito Bu>^ esmed by Rvert 


OnpaMcswrvtoe 

We are about diange and 
progres s , not about 
protectionism through 
iagistalfon and cronyism. We we 
about vigorous compeUtlon, not 
about wWngdng or dlstoftteg the 
market. Wears about daring and 
doing for oureelves, not about 
riding on someone Oise's coat 
ttita' 

RWert Mmriecht who owns 
40 per cent ef BSkyB 


On BBCeuuiwite MIHy • 

' TheBBCisadefendvemonorrtti 
not an open public boc^ 

David Elctetn, chief 
eomeulivc of Chamiel 5 


On the corpcratiente 
Khueture 

nbere is the issue of the licence 
itself, die for review in 2002. 1 
beOew it woted be appropriate 
at that stage not just to review the 
question of Itw Ucerwe fee but to 
lod( more broadly at the overall . 
governance ofthe BBC and to 
doitpropwty’ 

Chris Smith, CuNwe 
Se c retary 


formers” who are also 
licence-fee payers, and repre- 
sentatives from the arts and 
independent production have 
been asked along. 

They win have a chance to 
question the diaizman of gov- 
ernors, Sir Christopher 
Bland, director-general Sir 


MPs renew attack on 
services homes sale 


fedla Finch 


T he Conservative gov- 
enusent’s sale of more 
than S7JOOO armed-ser- 
vices hmnes to a company 
controlled by Japanese bank 
Nomure has been officially 
condemned for the third time 
inlSmonths. 

The Public Ac- 

counts Committee said the 
£1.6 bffiion deal, engineered 
by former Defence Secretary 
TwiriMpi PortiBo, had short- 
changed taxpayers. The MPs 
calculated that more than 
£30niilLion a year of public 
money Is maintaining and 

paymg rent for empty homra. 

The (Tlticisms follow simi- 
lar eonctusiocs from tiie Com- 
mons Defence Committee and 

the National Audit Office. 

The service homes were 
to Annlngton Homesi 
which isTC percentpwxtodby 
Nomura, ftv an average d 
£30,000. The homes inclode 
500 "high value" service 


hou s e s and 16 nfHnial resl- 
dmices for senior officers. 

The Ministry of Defence 
now rents back the properties 
— inrfnriing empty ones — 
from Nomnra for £100 fniiunn 
a year. It hta to release sev- 
eral hundred g»ch year for 
Nomura to seD. on to housing 
a«Bftffiatinna or private buy- 
ers The MoD is responsible 
for iTigiTitonanc e costs of the 
entire pn^jerty portfolio. 

The Public Jtocounts Com- 
mittee ssM the the homes 
were sold for up to £ltt mit 
Uon less *han tbeir potential 
worth — at the formtf MoD 
site at Bassin^)ourn in Hert- 
fordshire, for instance, two- 
bed terrace homes are on the 

pinrlral- for £62,000 — SUd that 

/tonington sTif have taken 
on the costs be- 

pptiaft the MoD wto now up- 
grading hoTP PS for the benefit 
of a private com pan y. 

The MPs added that it was 
disturbing ' that more than 
18,600 cf the services hmnes 
are standing empty. 


John Birt and members of the 
executive management 
committee. 

There wflU be a separate 
meeting for MPs, peers and 
Whitehall advisers on the pre- 
ceding evening. The meeting 
win be broadcast on-line with 
a. live question-and-answer 


Underside 


Dan Atkinson 


T he Tote is not the only 
interest of Guy 
Hands, the £40 mUISon- 

a-year head of Nomura’s 
principal finance group 
(owner of WUUam SU>. Ss 
wife does the National Lot- 
tery each week, despite 
Bands’s view that the 
r e trims are pitiftil and that 
She ongfot to give to charity 
instead. Ate H has her 
special numbers and Is con- 
vinced it could be her. 

PS: It already is. 

O utspoken Notting- 
ham South Labour 
ACP Alan Simpson 
recently received a delega- 
tion of tobacco workers 
from the Flayers plant in 
his constituency. Tbeir 
jobs, they said, were at risk 
from ba«7 smuggling into 
Britain nuT ess UK taxes 
were lowered. The memby 
was sympathetic but curi- 
ous as to why the Players 
people objected to the 
cross-frontier racket. Had 


session with Sir Christopher 
on a special website*. 

The move to be mwe open 
has been prompt by pres- 
sure from Farliam^t and 
from the Culture Secretary, 
ChrisSmith. 

The corporatim has come 
under fire frtmi its com]^- 


they not been on two shifts 
and now were being oCfered 
three? The Players agreed. 
Was thin not because the 
Nottingbhmshire baccy was 
exported to Belginm and 
thence smuggled into Brit- 
ain? Ahl The Players 
retired for a retiilnk. 

H alf the world, it is 
said, has never made 
a telephone calL and 
our maw in East Africa can 
believe It. Next time you 
are asked the number of 
your nearest fex, he says, 
spare a thought for Bhar- 
a*>t Afandaxma. He mns a 
tea estate in the remote 
hiTia of Tantonia and 
nearest telecopier is a four- 
hour drive away, a journey 
he wTwfcaa once every 10 
days. And don’t ring to ask 
whether the fox has ar- 
rived. The telephone hasn't 
worked for 10 years. 

B ack home, Daiwa 
Europe is rumoured 
to be in line for the 
chop after an "ongoing 
review** Into its future. An 
£800 wHiM/m deal gone sour 
is not believed to have done 
much for its life expectan- 
cy. One insider displayed 


tors and critics for using its 
accounting practices to ob- 
scure the way its commercial 
activities are allegedly being 
cross-subsidised by the 
licence fee. 

One insider the idaw 
was to present itself as much 
as possible like a limitad corn- 


typical Japanese stoicism 
when quizzed by our agent. 
On the record? There's a 
review. And off the record? 
“I hope 1 speak to yon in 
my next Job.” 

B ack to the tobacco 
business, where PE 
man Michael Prl- 
deanx goes in to bat for 
BAT. But while hubby feces 
the b oo mers of the ban- 
everything lobby, wife Sue 
su pervi ses the launch' of 
Magnetic North, her third 
novel (Little Brown; 



pany — even though it has no 
shareholders. The report and 
accounts, to be published at 
the same time, ^ve been 
overhauled with the help of 
accountants KFMG so that for 
the first time it will be clear 
what the BBC earns from its 
commercial activities and 
how much they contribute to 
licence fee-Ainded operations. 

Details a £l billion In- 
vestment in digital television 
and radio over the next five 
years wQl also be detailed in 
the accounts. 

Since BBC directors do not 
work Soe a quoted company, 
however. Sir John and his col- 
leagues win not be treated to 
tiie usual barrage of share- 
holder complaints about share 
cations — they have none. 

Pay win be an Issue — not 
least because Sir John's sal- 
ary, benefits and bonuses 
rose by over 9 per cent last 
year to £387,000 — a hlffoly 
competitive public sector sal- 
ary, if meagre by the stan- 
dards of private companies 
and other broadcasts. 

The basic pay of ail other 
members of the executive 
committee rose by an average 
of 7.3 per cent in the year to 
March 31. when average pay 
for the rest of the corpora- 
tion’s 22,500 staff rose by 
under 4 per cent 
* Website (XL iDiow.bbc.co.uk/ 
zrtfb/r^)ort98. 


£14.99). ACrs P opens the 
action in 1917 and traces a 
European family during 
the turbulent 20th century. 
A cursory gMwi<ini*<nw diw - 
closes fer too few smokers 
in this tale, aithn ngh the 
characters* nerves could 
clearly do with 
"Charlotte found herself 
wishing for a narcotic, a 
sootbing opiate.” Why 
dldnt she sas^ A carton d 
65Ss is on its way. 

F rom the Govexmseufs 
tnfbrmaticm wire yes- 
terday, dfspahkes fixm 
the front line ai our world- 
beating economy: **1110 UK 
boree industry is a vital 
part of rural economy and 
its interests mtut be pro- 
tected a nd de veloped. Farm- 
ing Industry AOnister Lord 
Donoughne said today’*; 
”The United Kingrfmw js tn 
devel<9 a more accurate 
and louger-range ro^et for 
the Army's Multiple 
Launch Eoeket System”; 
Self-eanployed hamfih must 
diarge VAT and "Laws pro- 
tecting trees and woodlands 
win be strengthened”. So. 
buy horse-drawn rocket 
launchers, sen bailiA work- 
ing for timber fxunpanies. 


Catholic fears 
as Minor buys 
Derry paper 


Chris Barrie. Media 
B mlnaae Corr es pondent 


O NE of the media 
world’s best known 
Ulstermen took control 
of a leading nationalist paper 
yesterday, provoking fears 
that the Roman Catholic com- 
munity may lose one of its 
staundbest voices. 

The Atiiror Group bou gh t 
the Derry Journal for 
£18.25 mflUon. It is one of Ire- 
land’s <ddest and best estab- 
lished newspapers, selling In 
Derry and across the border 
in rural DonefEd. 

Tbe saie-i^the paper and its 
sister publications to the Mir- 
ror Giwp, whose chief eacecu- 
tive is Ulsterman Da\*ld Mont- 
gomery, brou^t immediate 
susestions from staff that 
there would be job cuts and 
loss of editorial independence. 

One reporter, who did not 
wish to be named, said the 
staff were disgusted at the 
sale. Mr Montgomery was 
"very mudl a Unioiiist'', and 
although guarantees of inde- 
paidence had been given, 
there was a danger the paper 
could be forced to become 
middle of the road. 

“He wont put David Trim- 
ble on the front overnight but 
it will be like Gerry Adams 
fairing over the News Letter 
[a Loyalist paper also owned 
by the Atirror Group]. The 


temptation will become too 
much." 

A local priest, who also did 
not wish to be named, said the 
Derry Journal had “ne\'er ac- 
knowledged the partition", 
selling across the border, and 
taking a proCathoiic stance 
on church matters. The paper 
had a very high profile in the 
community which was 
largely nationalist However, 
he added that it might be good 
for the community as a whole 
if Irish newspapers were to 
become iess sectarian. 

Mr Montgomery sought to 
allay the fears by promising 
to respect the pap^s “tradi- 
tions and editorial ethos". 
The Journal had served the 
people of Derrj' very well. 

Pat McAil, group editor of 
the Journal and its sister 
titles, admitted there was con- 
cern among the group’s ISO- 
strong staff about their 
future. He noted that the Mir- 
ror Group had said there 
would be no immediate 
redundancies. 

Tbe Derry Journal was 
founded in 1772 and is the 
city's largest selling weekly 
newspaper. The company also 
owi^ the D<^gal Democrat 
and the Donegal People’s 
Press. 

One observer suggested the 
Mirror Group may be keen to 
use the laper's Derry Jour- 
nal's printing press to produce 
its other papers in Ireland. 


Tax pledge fails 
to boost yen 


Jonathawi Watts in Tokyo 


A VAGUE promise by Ja- 
pan's Prime Minister of 
tax cuts to revitalise the 
economy disappointed the 
markets yesterday. 

Eariler in the day, the Nik- 
kei index of the Tokyo Stock 
Exchange had risen 114 
points, or 0.7 per cent on ex- 
pectations of a clear commit- 
ment to a permanent cut 
But after Ryutaro Hashimo- 
to’s speech, whi A gave no de- 
ters of tite-atee of the tax cute 
or of how they would be 
funded, the yen was un- 
changed a gaingt the doUar. 

Mr Hashlmoto said the plan 
would be drawn up after Sun- 
day’s election for Japan’s 
upper house and imple- 
mented next year. 

Investors and intemational 
policy makers have been call- 
ing for such a move to puB 
Japan out cf recession and 
boost the export industries of 
other Asian nations. 

Mr Hashimoto’s comments 
followed a week in which he 


News in brief 


hinted at tax cuts one day 
00^ to backpedal furiously 
the next This bos frustrated 
the markets and rf^magart the 
credibility of the ruling Lib- 
eral Democratic Party. 

According to the latest 
opinion polls, the LDP is in 
danger of losing the 61 seats it 
has up .for re-dection in the 
252-seat upper chamber. Mr 
Hashimoto could then fece 
strong pressure to resign. 

Recent reports said the LDP 
was considering a permanent 
2 trillion yen (£8.8 bUlioD) tax 
cut TTiis would involve low- 
ering the maximum rate, 
which, including residential 
taxes, stands at 60 per cent 20 
percentage points hi^er than 
Britain. 

Eariler wedt 
Kato, secretary general oi the 
LDP, said tax cuts were likely 
to be in the region of only 
200 hniim yen. 

The party has vacillated be- 
cause of the contentious issue 
of how the cuts would be 
frmded. inAiipnginp the mini- 
mum income threshold would 
risk an electoral backlash. 


Judge clears way 
for RAC sale 

A HIGH (X>URT judge yesterday dismissed legsJ chanenges to 
the Royal .Automobile Club’s £450m sale and cleared tbe way for 
£35,000 chtoues to be sent to each of the RAC's 12,000 full 
members in ^ptemherafter Office of fair Trading Approval 
The court rejected cbaHenges to the sale to ns firm Cendant 
from oversea members, retired members and others claiming 
ashare foe spoils. — Juifo Finch 


EC approves £46bn MCI deal 

THE Eur» rf^» Commission approved the $46 bOIion (SZB billion) 
nf tp]^o ntn« iwiipanv MCI by WoridComon condition 
that MCT its Internet business. The deal, ^riiich has yet to be 

cleared by US authorities, will create a huge tdecoms group with 
revalues of $32 billion. Cable and Wireless is negotiating to buy 
MCTs Xntemet operations. — Chris Barrie 


Capital can rock on 

CAPITAL Radio, which has oBbred £16 million for tbe alternative 
Eocfr music station XFM. wfll be told by tbe Radio Authority today 
tlmt tt can run another EM station in London providing it refrains 
from croto-sening (^'advertising and maintains a separate news 
service. The authority win also say Capital must not water down 
XFM’s rmnii to broadcast alternative mnsic. The XFM victory 
movides solaee for Capit^ after Chris Evans's Ginger Media 
GiTHip topped h to buy V irgm Radio. Simon Beocis 
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Racing 


Rockstar’s 
roll ended 
by Hitman 


Chris Hawfciits 


A ll good things come 
to an end and Lady 
Rockstar’s attempt to 
make It nine wins off 
the reel hit trouble at New- 
market yesterday when she 
could fii^ h only lltb behind 
Hitman in the Duke of Cam- 
bridge Handicap. 

Little went ri^t for Robert 
Winston, her apprentice 
jocki^. who found himself at 
the tack with nowhere to go 
three ftirlongs out as Hitznan 
made a run for home. Looking 
for room. Lady Rockstar ap- 
peared to clip the heels of Im- 
shishway and any chance she 
might have had evaporated. 

Hitman, backed down to 4-i 
fovourite. was a most impres- 
sive winner and should go on 
to better things. In foe pad- 
dock beforehand he looked 
like 8 Group horse mnong 
handicappers. 

He broke the ten forlongs 
track record here and has cer- 
tainly proved a shrewd buy 
for racing journalist Tony 
Stafford, who matures the 
five-strong syndicate of 
owners and paid only 
lUnogns as a yearling for 
this colt who has great physi- 
cal presence. 

Stafford commented: “He’s 
a wonderful looking animal 
and I couldn't believe we got 
him so cheap. He’s a half- 
brother to foe staying chaser 
Carole's Crusader so he 
shouldn’t have any problem 
staying a mile and a half. 
We'll probab^ try him over 
foe trip in foe Great VoZt^ur , 
next month.'' 

Bertolini produced a turn of 
foot to win the July Stakes in 


the stsde of a potential riaarir 
. colt and got a 40-1 quote for 
the 2,000 Guineas bum foe : 
Tote. 

Frankie Dettori bided his 
time on Bertolini and was last 
with two ftirloQgs to run but, ; 
wisely switching to the out- ^ 
side instead of waiting for a 
gap, he produced his mount to 
cut down £1 Thngo and score i 
byacosybalflengfo. I 

John Gosden, the trainer, 
was fauiy confident of suc- 
cess and entered Bertolini for 
the prestigious Priz Robert I 
Papin yesterday morning al- 1 
though York’s Gimcrack 
Stakes is an alternative taiget 
for this Danzig coh. 

Mqic^d got run on his 
rivals in foe Francis Graves 
Novice Staltes to beat odds-on 
fovourite Belasco. I 

The latter came from Peter I 
Chapple-Hyam's stable with a ! 
huge home reputation but (Ud I 
not get the best of runs and , 
win no doubt make up for this I 
reversaL I 

Dettori caused a spot of I 
mayhem in foe Amcor Fal- 
mouth Stakes when he could 
not prevent his GDy La Nuit 
Rose drifting left on to the 
rails, tightening up several 
runners and almost bringii^ 
down Digitalize. 

The stewards inquired into 
the' interference but took no 
action after concluding that 
Dettori did all he could to pre- 
vent his Glly from banging 
John Reid was hampered 
on' the eventual winner 
Lovers Knot but said he bad 
so much horse under him that 
it made no difference. 

Lovers Ezmt, running in foe 
red and while colours of the 
Cheveley Park Stud which 
also had the third Flawless 
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Fast fiUy . . . Lovers Knot (second left) kicks clear hi the Amcor Fialmonth Stakes 


PHOTOORAPM .MMM HBIBERT 


here, was paying a consider- 
able compliment to her Jer- 
sey Stakes conqueror Diktat 
due to run In this afternoon’s 
big race, foe Group One July 
Cup. 

Principal interest in this 
will centre on Elanriim, last 
year’s joint champion 
sprinter, who is without a vie* 
tory this season. 

It is surely premature to 
discard biin, however, and 
todies contest over six fUi^ 
longs gives him a big chance 
to re-establish his reputation. 

His latest e^ort when 
beaten by Bolshoi in foe 


TteDple Stakes at Sand own 
was regarded as disappoint- 
ing at the time but five fiir- 
longs has never been his trip 
WhOe In hindsig ht he put up 
no mean performance. 

He was b^ten just over two 
lengths trying to give 41b to 
•Bblsboi who went on to win 
the King's stand Stakes at 
Royal Ascot with Lord Kin- 
typ^ Cathedral, EasycaU and 
Carmine Lake behind. 

lainadim now meets Bolshoi 
at levels and over his Ih- 
voured trip must he fancied to 
turn the tables on this rival as 
wdl as Bollin Joanne who 


beat him by half a lei^th at 
York in ISas but is now filb 

worse off 

This is a cracking sprint 
and foe three-year-olds Dik- 
tat, Tamarisk and Arkadian 
Hero make it a fascinating 
conundrum. 

Diktat has won all his three 
races over seven furiongs and 
one can oily guess whether 
be win be as ^ective over foe 
shorter trip against real 
speed-merchants but Tama- 
risk showed plenty o£ pace 
over sis fhrkmgs at Lingfield 
last time. 

He was impreamve foat day 


tmt Arkadian Hero finished 
well to be beaten just over 
two Tgngthg and now has a 
lOlb p^ which dearly puts 
him in the picture. 

'nie French challengers Fas 
de Reponse and Charge d’Af- 
fatires add spice to what 
should be the race of the 
meeting but with foe weights, 
trip andfast underfoot ccodi- 
tinng in favour of WlwadliM 
(3.05) 1 make him the 
s^iectioa. 

The Bunbury Cup is wide 
open but. Harmonic Way 
^.40) foould ^ve badtefs a 
, ran for their money. 


Southwell (A.W.) 


Newmarket with TV form guide 
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Rugby Union 

Faiieh giants ’ 
Neath face a : 
player exodus 


PmuIRcwa 


N 6ATH, the oWeSt 
senior dnb In Welsh 
rugby, face losing the 
whtde of their playing staff 
after defhalting on eon- 
tracts last season. 

The 19pe Welsh champi- 
ons, who report an aoncni 
loss of more than £ 200 , 000 . 
have not paid their players 
since April and owe them 
£45,000. The players have 
all become free agents and 
numy are seeking transfers 
to ofoerelnbs. 

The fbrmer Wales flanker 
Mark Bennett and the wing 
Chris Higgs have already 
Joined Bristol and the 
seamnd-row Neil Watkins 
looks set to follow suit. The 
props Darren Morris and 
Ben Evans, who last week 
returned with the Wales 
cr pidii from South Africa, 
are bring courted by Swan- 
sea. The remainder have 
been told they face substan- 
tial wage cuts. 

nie GnoU club, who have 
been negotiating a buy-out 
with the Welsh Rugby 
Union, has stated its Inten- 
tion to meet witb club meuh 
bers next Wednesday to dis- 
coss proposals for the 
fiitnze. Tory Cobner, the 
WHO’S rugby director, has 
already addressed a meet- 
ing of Neath players. 

“Neath, like many other 
(dubs, have experienced con- 
siderable dUBeoUy in hanil- 
Rng the professional game,” 
said a club spokesman. “Dis- 
enssimis have been taking 
place with the WRtI as well 
as with individuals who 
have shown an interest in 
fatatdng the clab.** 
Pon^rldd, who hope to 


sign the wales hooker and 

Swsfisea captain 

have also bad triks 
with the UnliAi about w- 
inr the wages of forir phgr- 
ers who are members of toe 
natlonid squad. 

Bridgend are another 
clnb- in financial ^ffUUlp 
ties. They are expected to 
rmort a substantial loss 
anT a £ 500.000 takeover 
proposal by two local 

has been aborted 
because of uncertalnty 
abont the Welsh club game. 

The creation of an .eight* 
club Fremier Division last 
season was not a success 
and Cobner believes the 
WRU should concentrate 
the professional game In 
Wales within three teams 
frmn the »wo-200l season. 

*"nie rest the game 
atirtwiii revert to amateur- 
ism,” said Cobner. 

WRU must gain control of 
the contracts of thOr.ttsp 
players and coaches, and 
they -should be concen* 
tratm into squads centred 
on exted^ clubs or. per^ 
baps, provinces. 

“Unless we act on one of 
these options we arc on our 
W2Q7 to Internatioaal oldiv- 
l ofi- Our public has l^emi 
intdofcaaTuHng beypud ,be- 
UedT. It ts time for Welsh 
nigto' to pot up or shut up.” 
• The Rn gHsh Premiership 
champions Nowcastle- yes* 
forday announced the tign- 
taig of the South Africa prop 
forward Marius Hurter on a 
three-year contract. 

The Falcons have also 
brought in the winger 
Michael Wood, 21. from 
West Hartlepool, the prop 
Ian FeeL 22. from Wharfe- 
dale, and the fhU-back Peter 
Massey, 23. from Moseley. 
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Your clients will be able to contact you 24 hours o 



The GOOD rtew^? 


You won’t hove to be there 


E2foperatesat speeds of up to S6Kbps at new Vpo standard* ^ Remote lenieval of voice message even when the PC is switched off. Sfplash memory snows future upgrades. Cl Stores fax and 
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More connectedr 


FREEPHONE 

0600 22 52 52 


Let technology woik for you 


for a change. Not only does 


this modeni store vqIob and fax 
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computer's ofolt also allows 


you to access your messages 


remotely. 
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NatWest Trophy 

Warwickshire V Kent 


Lordly Lara 
counts out 
brittle Kent 

I 

Paul Weaver at Edgbaston sees a timely 
return to form by Warwickshire’s captain 


T hat Jrisson of antici- 
pation that once 
attended Brian Lara's 
walk to the wicket is 
no lo nger there. When his bat 
swings there' Is still sgme 
sense of dsmger, as there is 
when trees are bent by a sod- 
den wind, bnt these days the 
storm rarely comes. 

Waiting fbr anoQier Lara 
mirade was beginning to feel 
like hanging around for a 
comet Yesterday, h owever,- 
he batted as gloiioosly as he 
did in his annus nUmbiUs of 
1994, This was the first time 
thb> sonuner that ke 
shown such form and his in- 
nings of 133 pot Warwick- 
shlto on course for victory 
over Kent by the «>nati matter 
of IdTrons. 

Ihe entire Kant side mas- 
tered only three nms more 
than Lant This was ti>eir 
heaviest drubbing In the can- 
petition and their sixth con- 
secotive NatWest d^at by 
Warwickshire. 

Some at Edgbaston were be- 
ginning to wonder whether 
Inra was still capable cf such 
an innings. In' the calendar 


year of 1994 he scored 14 cen- 
turies in first-class cricket 
since then the West Indies 
captain has wiana^ only 

nine. He started his Warwick- 
diire career four years ago 
with championship scores 
147, 106, 120 not out and 186. 
with that SOI soon to follow. 

Ihis seascm be has 3 ^ to 
teach three figures, and there 
ha^ been only two halfcaxto- 
ries and an average of 22. But 

this gra s fipw nnd hi n y T rad iq 

the one-day game, ibe other 


was in a BAB Cup groiqi game, 
and four years ago his best in 
this cricket was 8L 

Yesterday the mi auiun g an 
day and there was uneven 
bcwmoe, too. He came in at 
el^xt for one in the third over 
and lelt at 840 fbr four in the 
51st He mi^it have been 
bowled first baD and was for- 
tunate to survive a leg-b^ore 
shout by Martin MeOigoe 
what he had niada only " n a, 
He faced 158 balls and there 
wme IS fours and a six, driven 
over long-oQ cfTBen Phillips. 

Be moved ftom 85 to 97 with 
three successive fours off 
McCagne, a straight pull- 
drive, an on-drive and a hook. 
With David Hemp (69) be put 
on a county record 169 for the 
third wicket in 34 overs. A flu- 
ent SCMmU 46 not out from 
Trevor Penney lifted the War- 
wickshire total to 303 for six. 

KaU, who had won tiie to^ 
never looked like getting there. 
David FuhQn and Trevor Wan! 
wae soon cmig l it in the slips 
and everything depended on 
Call Hopper. But after maMng 
38 be the third of 

(hneme Weldi's four wickets, 
l^b^ore to one that may have 
gone down the leg side. Kent 
were out for 136 in 421 overs. 

Ihe to npiwhit Lara 

as the Warwicksihire ca ptain 
was a daft one but if they can 
win this trccdiy, the only pot 
they failed to lift in 1994, it win 
part-ctMupensate for a dlsap- 
pointu^ chanqnixisb^. “We 
wwe onludEy not to qualify in 
the Benson and Hed^ after 
wining four out of five groins 
matchi^ so we’re detenniued 
to win tSiis,” Lara said. 


ScotlarKi V Derbyshire 

Dean quashes 
uprising 


DavM Hopps aft Tha Onuig* 


JM BTTES COLLEGE, alma 
mater aS Tony Blair, 
■ mi^t g^imwiar grey on 
the skyline above Grange C(X 
like the castle in the Wizard 
of Oz. but even New Labour’s 
entire coterie of power bro- 
kers, lobbyists and spin doc- 
tors could not hayp made out 
much of a case tor Scottish 
cricket yesterday. 

Just as we had begun to 
riiinif tiiat Scotland bad be* 
mmp vers^ in the art of win- 
ning filen^ and Infliienelng 
people, along came the sort of 
lammtabte petformance 
signed to have doors slammed 
in their faces. Psst, want to 
have a word with Scotland? 
After the maniw of this 
spven-wicket defeat against 
Derbyshire, not likely. 

Qualification for next 
summer’s World Cup, a first 
round NatWest victory 
against Worcestershire on 
thu same ground a fortnight 
ago three narrow group 
defeats in the Benson and 
Hedges Cup — these have all 
been unmistakable signs of 
improvement 

But Scotiand’s collapse to 
1J3 an out, from the mayhem 
of 19 for six, was a stc^ of 
injudicious shots and mis- 
judged runs <m a pitch of 
reasonable pace and reliabil- 
ity. Derbyshire were most in- 
convenienced by sporadic 
dris^ as they m^e the runs 
in392overs. ^ ^ 

Kevin Dean, a stu^ Im- 
arm seamer, caused immedi- 
ate disruption, dismissing 
three Scotland batsmen for 

in his first tiro overs. 

Bruce Patterson, experienced 
and in form, drove to mid-off 


•in a maimer that belied both 
assKtkms.' Soutine edges ac- 
counted for Douglas Lockhart 
and Mike Smith, and when 
Steve Crairisy made a hash of 
a pull at Dominic Cwk and 
was smartly held by the dlv- 
ii% Michael SMer, Scotland 
were three for four suod tutor- 
est strayed to how file A teem 
were faxing against Ban^ 
desh at Bro^ty Ferry. 

Derbyshire’s resources 
were stretched beyond their 
new-ban attack. That allowed 
Ian Staui^ and Peter Stelndl 
to formulate some hand of 
recovery, althou^ two fool- 
ish run-outs and the stump- 
ing at Greg Wfiliamson a 
wide, fiddled down the l^aide 
by Kim Barnett, squandered 
wickets to the end. 

Derbyshire’s reply splut- 
tered forward when the Aus- 
tralian Slater was bowled for 
wfti'ight shouldering arms at 
Aslm Butt, Scotland’s adopted 
Pakistani, wlfose dEQcial age. 
approaching his mid-twen- 
ties, resembled Scotland's 
score In being considerably 
lower than might have been 
forecast 

It was left to the old fox, 
Barnett debutant Robin 
Weston, qi*f Trine to relaunch 
bis career after being 
released by Dmiaam. to en- 
sure tbat the rest muld be 
largely straightforward. . 
m The Worcestershire bats- 
man Graeme Hick has signed 
a cttitract extension which 
win keep him at New Road for 
three more seasons. 

The new deal, - which in- 
dudes a benefit season next 
year, will run until the end of 
the 2001 canqiMdgn. By then 

the Kn giand batsman will 
have bear with the club for 17 
years. 



Back in the swing . . . Brian Lara on his way to a very welcome century against Kent at Edgbaston yesterday 

Cardigan keeps Hampshire cosy 


C ARDIGAN Connor 
helped batton op 
Hampshire’s three- 
wicket victory over Essex 
at Sonthampton in a 
remarkable fixit over. 

After only five balls of 
the mateh Essex were two 
for three mid the cream .of 
their batting —■Paul Fxicb- 
ord,~".Nasser -Hnasain aiwi 
Stuart Law-— had all fallen 
to the veteran West Indian 
seamer. 

Aiiiiwigiiftg 00 a damp, 
seaifiing pitch, Essex onfy 
readied tea «n out 


Scoreboard 


IWMtaetTrophy 
Second revnd 

ILMB« 

I Dwbya WBR By a*wn wiekMi. 
» 

By WPaaBraoneBwneabDMn _ o 

STCm<«ycSUyrbCsik a 

ICRLodditrteCUricebDMn 0 

MJSnWieKMunbDHn O 

IS 


CMVmoMRlWbC 

JGWHflamsenyi 


KfOkMI b BWAMI . lo 
iS 

K L P StwWan Rw b Civlw 8 

nButtnotPMt „ , • 

n(lba,«e.nba 15 

i (su «-«»—> 1 18 

i3.s.3.aia.ia.4S.a,Bs. 


10-^18-8; CUM 11.4-1-88-C; BwmB 
9-1-34-1: RobM 10-4-11-a 



MJ8U 

RMBWHCnnaout 

MECanareSainMiy bSUntfbr 11 

^QCorkiwtogt - S 

Baraa Qb3. w4. iCa » 


TBiat (lor 8, aaSovbra)— 114 
PaBe«»Mtuai4.8a. 104. 

DM «a* bab 5 J SpancBova. T A IWaaC. V 
P Ctarha. tK M KrWun, 8 M Roberta, K J 


_ I Adm Butt 10-8-18-1: Wright 
B-a-as-0: SWndl 6-0-17-0; SbarMan 
8-8-24-1: 8tBngar7J-0-a8-1. 


NVKnVteEalhafflbHaadMy 18 

MMK8m«hbllBaSay- — ^ 

-BOLaracEtthaffibHamlng — 186 

OLHampeWDICbEainain 88 

T L Penney net ool — . 48 

DRBroiMtrwieuI — 18 

APQlieacWllllabl fci opar S 

eoaiieiawi5.iib4|..>_- S4 


Total (lor 8, 60 owe) 9a 

M OtuUalM & 28. 107, 940, 888, 3(0. 
DM nol taab G WaleiL tK J PIpor, 6 C 
Small. ESHGMdtoa. 

■ iia fcmir i iir Tnr*" ~ ** 

1IHM9-0; EWtiaffl S-O-a-1: naming 
13-1-60-1: noopar 6-0-00-1; PMIIlpa 


» matnr b bwH HerfewmlM bH 

47 fr om their last man out 
Danny Law. Law had come 
in at a periloiis 32 for five. 

The 37-yearH>ld Connor, 
Man of the Match, finished 
with four for 13. Hamp- 
shire’s own ib«if of toiH 
class batting, though — 
their capitaxn Rohm Smith 
missed file game with a bro-' 
km finger — was then ex- 
posed as they struggled 
themselves. 

The all-ronnder Chris 

Tolley recorded a competi- 
tion-best 77 to inspire Not- 


OPRjaoncKnlgMbWMGh — 

RWTKaybBrBwrn 

TRWMoLarabWMGl 

CLKoeparibwb Welch 

APWaBaeGUdbbbWelch _ 
M A Balham c PIpar b eWGna 

MvnammobGMdna 

leCWtUlacSMlIbGlleB 

ujftUCMWbQllea 

SJPMiHpaaeieM. 


OWHaodlaye^erbSouH 8 

Eanm ( W, wg - IS 


Teui (48.1 Dwara).. 


aa 88, ei. 80 , 88, i 08 , 114 . m. 
■ewifc m Welch 13-8-81-4: GWtflna 
10-0-88-8: Brawn 5-1-5-1; Sown 
8.1-0-40-1: Smith 8-0-11-0: onaa 
4-0-18-3. 


> Buiay won by 58 run^ 


J D RUdlNB Ibw B Scnftti . 
iJWbiiamaw 


tA J BUwan e ABayna b Walah . 

NSbahldcRuaaaUbSmUh 

A D Brawn ibw b SniBh . 


*AJHoUlaalmel.awlBbAllayna — 
B C HoBloabe e Hawaan b BWI __ 
MPBldBiaHnniout 


lDKSallaburyeRi8aallbl.awla — 
SanUffl Mimttaq e WlMiawa b Smitti 
JEBanfamlniiotoul 


nb*.W7). 
Tomt (S8il oyan). 


.810 


10. IS. 18. 90, 17H. 108. ISO. 802. 3IS. 
Bowhv Smith i3-v-4eM: WWab 
11. 1 2 86 1 ;l.awta6-0-4»-1;Anwyna 
18-1-85-1; Ball 18-1-48-1; Hancoek 
4-0-174. 


na iii ■■xn KPMiMwto 
THCHancoefceStMMrtbBkknall _. 10 
AjWrtW*eA>HcUtoalmbOimmeU ■ B 
-ywAllayna Ibw bBicicnall SB 

M G N windBwa c Stewari 
BBC Hnllleadta , 4 

RiamoobBCnoSlaafee O 

tRCHibaaOnwout 


MCJBalibSaqialn 


18 

JLawfabSaOWn 1 

n bSaliibury 1 


AMSmKhbt 
CAWaMibSalMnnr- 
Bdra8(iG,ib4,wS,nb2). 


IWal (S5 0ve(<. 


34. 84, 88, '48, 46. 86, 181, 187. 130. 
Bam^M Bicicnall 10-1-84-8; Banjamla 
7-1-16-t: Siqlltai 1 i-o-a4-e BCtW- 
lleaiu i8-O40-a A J Henaaaa 9-0-38-0: 
8aibbwye-0-a6-e. 


tinghamshire to a one- 
wicket win with three balls 
to spare in a fenw finiwh 
agafost Somerset at ‘Aent 
Bridge. 

Tolley, Man of the Match 
after recording figures of 
one for 26 in his 12 overs, 
saw his side to within, two 
runs of the third round be- 
fore falling to a catdi at 
cover by Richard Harden 
off Andrew CbiMiftif. 

The England paceman 
then made nerves jangde by 

yorklng Chris Rrad with 
his next ball before the tail- 


I Nett won by ana irictoL 


ender Kevin Evans settled 
the issue with an edged two 
to finally pass Somerset’s 
256 for nine. 

Vince Wells and Aftab 
Habib picked Leicester- 
shire off the floor with a 
fifth-wicket partnership of 
132 in 32 overs to steer 
them to a five-wicket vic- 
tory over Glamorgan in 
Cardiff. Chastzig 189 to win, 
Leicestershire collapsed to 
42 for fonr in the face of a 
nu^nificent opening spell 
by Sieve Watkin that had 
put them in periL 


tMBumaeOowmanbTtollay SB 

PCLMiiawayeGaiBanbPranka -... as 
RJHanlaneEvBnabDowinan 51 

y N Lalhwall e 8 b Bataa G 

*PDBowlarcQallianbStrang 48 
K A Paiaorae Strang bBrnm 48 

y S Traaenmidt b Evana . 


G D Roaa e GaiUan B Franka 

ARK Planon B Ranla 

MuaUaq Ahnrnb not out 

ARCadGckiMoia 

Emraa (bl. M. wl, nb8} - - 


Total (lor g, 60 oweraj- 


48.68,73.182.177.230,288.386.840. 
Evana 10-0-61-2: Rranta 
8-1-40-3; Tolloy 18-3-28-1: Bataa 
18-0-47^1: Strang 11-0-81-1: Dowman 
6-1-83-1. 


yPOoiMiianibwbCaOiSek 

J E R GalUan e Baraa b Ahmed 

RTRoMnaon IbwbTlaecothldc 

*P JohiNon c Bewlar b Troecottildc .. 

GPAretiarb Ahmad 

cy Tolley c Harden bCaddidi 

PASbangcBowterbCaddld; 
PJAanharunort. 


tC M W Road b Caddleh B 

KP Evana not out ... 8 

RT Bataa not Old o 
Emraa(bl.lb6.«G.nb6| 83 


Total 


ittora.saAovwnO 
£>.86.74. 1S8.1 


.854 


171. 284. 2S4. 254. 
CaddMi 18-8-63-4: Roao 
118 -8 -40-tfcTraecothlck 0-1-40-8: Annwd 
is-e-eo-e Plaraon 11-0-324; Paiaona 
4-0-80-a 


i Hana won by throe wKs 


A P Grayion £ BupbenaoR b McLean 
N Himaabi e Whba b Connor 

SG Law cAyiMBb Conner 

RC Irani cLanoybUcLoon 
8 DPaurab Conner 


tR J Roinns e Aymea b HorUoy 

D R Law cUdatb Hamer . 


y C llott Gw b Supbanoon 
A P Cowan b ge pliBiwon 
P M Such net out . 


o 

13 

O 

8 

8 

e 

10 

47 

S 


Emu (ibiO. «H8. nb4) 

Total (41A ov ar y.. 


0.0,3,17,83.88,70.06.114. 
Comr 6-3-13-4: MCLeon 
10-0-824; Hemay iD.4-l-33-a Jamea 
6-4-80-0; Otaphannen 7-1-16-8. 


JSLanaycFloUlnabtranl 84 

JPOwpnanaoncSGLnwb Irani 10 

GWWMtacHuaialnblronl a 

tAM Aymea e Patera b Irani 18 

PR Whitaker Ibw b Cowan 1 

K O Jamas c RoOlna b 6 ott — 84 

A D Maacarenhas not out 18 

■SDUdalcirvrib Cowan 18 

NAMMcLaannoteuI 4 

Eidras(wS. nbiei 88 

Taui (104 7. 41.1 e««ra)-_..> 188 

PHb 33, 43. 48. 60. 06. 1 OO. 184. 

■M not bwta P J turdoy. C A Conrmr. 
bohAiu iloa 12-6-30-1: Cowan 
B.1-8-44-C Irani 18-3-41-4; SiNA 
6-V18-0; D R Law 3-0-15-a 


CmdUb Laiea w«n by flva wKkeis. 


OP Jamea e taxon bUullaUy 14 

tADShBwIbwbUulInlly 1 

A Data e Slmmone ta Walln as 

'M P uaynaid e SmWi b wuiwrabn .. 64 

PACotlaylbwOVlMy^ 8 

M JPomtlctOxoRbWIIOanMn 11 

R DBCrplieSiitclMab Williamson .. 19 
BDThomBseUaddyb Winsmaan .... 11 
DACoskernoi 

e 
8 


SLWatkbibWHItainoon . 
OT Parkin bMullally — . 
Extras {Ib2. w20. nb4| 


Total (SOovara) 188 

MB 3, 24. 78. as. 123, 168. 160.184, 185. 
B o w Wim kAdlBny 19-8-83-3: Lnwie 
6-0-lfM): Walti i9-6-«t-2: Mmnmna 
6-0-33-0: Brimaon 18-848-0; wiuiamaon 
1V1-37-5. 


DLMaddyc Maynard bWOMn 5 

IJ autcUHa t«Tha«»M» ze 

B F Smith e Shaw b WatUn O 

PV&nnmeiwlbwbWaddn 4 

VJWallamioul 6i 

AHmUbbThomaa a7 

TPANheonnotout it 

Edraa (IDS, wM, nb8l 88 

Tataliior5.669avaral ”” 


arwrfMatai 28. 36.33.43.174. 

DM nal bam -C C Lowlo. O WIDIanwen. A 
DMidiyiy.MTBrimaoa 
BowmgsWaikln 12-8-35-3; ParUn 
6-1-404: CcoB 18-344-0; Thmnas 
ia-1-4V% Coskev 58-0-80-0; DMe 
5- 1-234. 

Ttonr match 


Sown Atrica 840-6 (G Klr- 
atanl23M, M BOMchar SK do Leada 3-SB) 
Holland 165 (Hayward 3-80). South Africa 
woo by 03 tuna. 


SPORTS NEWS 17 

The cricketers’ 
noughts that 
can be turned 
into a big plus 



Frank Keating 


A ngus FRASER'S 

staunch nought not out 
in his short, sweet and 
Stirring last-wicket partner- 
ship with Robert Croft at Man- 
chester on Monday was round- 
ly acclaimed but it was not 
remotely as valtiable finan- 
cially as his first-ball duck 

bad been in England's first in- 
nings the morning before. 

Fraser’s ignominious Sab- 
bath duck could be worth 
£ 20.000 to the Primao' Club, 
cricket’s long-standing char- 
ity for the blind, whose 10,000 
members happily agreed this 
spring to pay £2 every time an 
l^glwd player in a Test suf- 
fered a “primary”, or 
“^Iden’’ duck. 

Old Trafford was a good 
match for students of ducks. 
Not tbat Graham Thorpe 
should fret about his "pair" 
(two innings, two ducks). Pos- 
sibly England’s finest series 
the century, V Australia in 
1981, began with cringing 
“pairs” in the opening two 
Tests for Bob Woolmer and Ian 
Botham. 

Tbe “pair” is an extended 
embarrassment; the "pri- 
mary” first-ball^ by defini- 
tion Is operatically terminal a 
one-offsingle gunshot execu- 
tion. Not only Auntie Vi on the 
holiday beach but almost 
every all-time great qualifies 
to wear the Primary Club 
necktie. Sunil Gavaskar, prob- 
ably history’s most l umin ous 
opener, was thrice out. to tbe 
first ball of a Test match. W G 
Grace (Ibw J C Shaw. South v 
North, The Oval July 1871) 
and Brian Lara Qbw Mike 
Smith, Warwicluhire v 
Gloucestershire, Bristol, June 
1998) suffered other notable 
golden ducks. 

Any day now, in this 
KngHab summer, will be 
posted a century of first-class 
batsmen’s first-ball ducks. By 
July 1 the total was 85, most of 
them seasoned associate mem- 
bers. Gloucestershire, 
championship challengers, 
lead the 1998 “gdldea blob” 
league with nine first-baHers 
so far. Iheir captain Mark Al- 
leyne logs three. Next come 


IP O L BWX V BURH A00 

MUdx won br two wiefcan. 


jJBLewMIbwbARCFrasar IB 

JEUorileeARCFrasarbJohiiBon . 88 

NJSpsakbAGJ Fraser 73 

*0C Boone Johnson bWsekes — .... 

P D Colllngwood b A R C Ffasor 83 

tMPSpetgMb Dutch 38 

NCPhllllparunoui . . .., 1 

MU Betts cRamprakaabb Johnson.. 14 

JWooanato«„..., 8 

NKmaanrmoul 1 

Exns(lb6.w4,nb6) . IB 

Total (for B.UDvets| -840 

IkASr. SI. 111. 168. 108. 192. S2T. S83. 

DM DM baW M J Saggars. 

BawMv A R C Frasar 18-2-30-2: Jonr^' 
ion 18-3-88-2: A 6 J Fraar 19-9-39-1: 
Dutch 12-0-67^1: Weakas 19-0-t9-1. 


M W Gatfng b Saggera — 17 

J L Langar e Spotahl a Bees _ _ 47 

'HRRemprahashcBanebSaggaia B 

O A Snah run out O 

PNWaakaabKIUiMn 4 

fKR Brown lowb Bells 85 

J C Pooley run oui 8 

K P Dutch nol oul 4B 

A G J Fraaar B KUlaan IB 

R L Johnson nolout ......... 45 

ExtTM(bl, lbi2.wB.mifi) 81 

Toim (tore. S8A overs). 244 

IM34. 54. 64. as. 110. 131. 120. 178. 
BMwM bate ARC r rasar 
low— y Bons 18-9-45-9; Wooo 
11-1 4* 0: Saggers 9.4-1-48-2 Xliiaon 
ISm-tB-?; Phllllpa 1 l-O-43-n Cotllng- 
W004 3-0-11-0. 

K E Palmar arte D R ShephanL 


LAMCASHBIB V VORKSHIRS 
OMTracrvdi Lanes won by throe wickeia. 


. ._ 11 

a 

*~*r’ 85 
.. .-. 8 

ie 


-DByMbWBSini — 

M P Vaughan b Wesim - 

O 8 Lehmann run out 
A McGrath tbw b Wasmi .. . — 
BParitarbAitelin -~ 

tR J Biakey b Watkmson 
G M Hamtfton b Aisiln 

D Gough Ibw b Martin . 

C E W Sllvarwood not out 

R D Sremp b Marttn 

P U Htrtciuaon not out 

Extras (BiS. wS, nbl4| .. — - 

Total (tv 9.60 owerai 1 

k 18 10. 38. 42. 60. 82. 139. 166. 165. 
aDte^wWasim 12-0-50-3: klartitt 
18-2-37-2: Aiteltn 19-6-19-3. Vaua 
12-9^0-0; WaAlnBon 12-1-35-1 


Yorkshire with eigbt, with 
Warwickshire, Northamptmi' 
shire and Durham on seven. 

Gilt-edged golden-ducker of 
the summer so for is Durham's 
Mel Betts, who has been fired 
out by a single shot four times. 
There is no firm evidence that 
the golden duck is cont^ious. 
although Betts began his run 
offirst-ballers in tbe match 
after Durham bad played 
Cambridge at Fenner’s. He 
was in close proximity to the 
University's J P Lowe, who 
was primarily pinged out two 
days running (ApA 18, Ibw 

Brown: April 19 . b Brown). 

The late broadcaster Brian 
Johnston was long-time ch^- 
pion of the Primal^' Club (run 
by a husband-and-wife team 
from PO Box 12121 , London 
NWl 9WS). which last year 
distributed £70,000 to sport for 
the blind, and this year spon- 
sors tbe Knock-out Cup for the 
Blind at Lord’s as well as fund- 
ing two Flngland plaj’ers to tbe 
World Cup for the Blind. 

The new club patron is 
Derek Underwood. He is wor- 
thy ofthe high o&lce, for in his 
second season with Kent, 
against South Africa at Can- 
terbury in 1965, Derek globed 
tbe golden gloo^ twice in a 
day: stumps spreadeagled first 
ball by Peter ^llock in the 
first inning s and, Kent 
following on, c Van der Merwe 
b Macauley, first ball in the 
second. 

N EICT month we cele- 
brate the 50ih jubilee of 
an historic duck. Don 
Bradman b Hollies at The 
Oval But that was a second- 
bailer. Sixty Augusts ago an- 
other fam ous Dot 
( by Somerset’s Bill Andrews 
at Tauntem) had the 
bowler later entitling his 
memoirs Tbe Hand That 
Bowled Bradman, although on 
that day tbe Don had pven 
away his wicket, having 
scor^ 202 . ^ then, anyway, 
Bradman bad been six years a 
Primary Club member. On De- 
cember 30, 1932, the first Test 
delivery be foced on the Body- 
line tour, Bradman was 
bowled t 7 Yorkshire’s Bill 
Bowes at Melbourne, first ball 
The pin-drop silence was “a 
theatrical prodneer’s tri- 
umph” noted Bowes later, and 
the batsman at the otber end. 
Jack Pingleton. wrote of “an 
unbelievable bush of calam- 
ity, for men refused to believe 
what their eyes had seen, as 
Bradman left the wicket a sad 
figure”. It remains probably 
the most primary coloured 
Primary of them all 


MAAthamncBiaheybSIMrwaad . O 
ARinMIeBrMbBotGh 18 

JPCrawlaycLttiniwinbSllverweod 70 

NHFalrbrathernoioui.-..-. 7« 

G O Lloyd c Bya> b Gough 40 

MVtaildnsonb Gough o 
nwaslm AkrA/n e Hamilton 
bLeiMiMn . 


o 

IS 


1W K Hegg o Gough 

I D AiteUn ml out — X 

Extrac (IB7, uriX flM) 86 

Tow (tor 7. 57 ovon). ... 170 

FUW3. 16. 83. 188. 132. 133, 178. 

DM DM bote G Yxloa, P J Martin. 

BoDilMg; Gough 19-1-50-4; SIverwood 
19-1-32-8: Hutenison 9-0-6-0; Htenllton 
8-2-14-0: stamp 10-V37-0: Vauglwn 
6-3^48-0: Lehmann 7-8-14-1. 

SGoond XI CtiampfcMishIp 


Kant 836 |C D waian 188 
Smalhursl 5-60). Lancs 77-1. CliahD^ 
lOTte NonhaMi 210 g N Snaps 108) 
Essex 63-Z Cbiulai li ffbaub Sunu 
266-7 (R K Rao 105. Lupdon 4-8BI V Dur- 
ham. t I teiUDi Darbys 386-6 OK (8 D 
Sluobinga 66, i 0 Biadcweii S6L Midtec 
l7-a The Ovteb Surrey 388-4 dee (J A 
Knoa 119, KAO Barrui 100, G J Kermis 
75. S J Muegrove 46). Glamorgan 4^1 
SbMtoy (saeons day|: Works 335 (T Froat 
115. M A Shelkn 80). wares 258-0 |E C 
wuaon turn. A Hateu 79no1. TteMtoM 
Somer a ei 37i-r oec (C M Welle loeno, P 
WerrM 67no. L D SuRen 63) MMla 4t-0 
TaMnirteitii Vorka 363-6 (C A Oiapman 
tOOno, G M FeflODS 76). Hanb 41-1. 

Minor crount f o s 
Champfonshlp 


Oxon 156 and 851-S (B C A Ell«- 
eon 188m). Corminill 166-7 and 914-6 tK J 
WIHeeck 6Bne). Matcn drown Femar-e* 
Ciimbortano 948-6 and I9s-g (O J Pearaon 
aino; Ahhlar 4.^). Cambs 234 (FMteng 
6-68) and 106-4. Match drown. 


G Scodand'B hepaa dI beating Bongla- 
daah In the nrai mliu-Taai M Srougnty 
Fany today will depond on die louneix' 
itiaUng a aporttitg dadaraiion. The conus 
looks deutlnsd loi a draw — but if me 
captain Akram Khan has the courage to 
oiler the Scots a rMlludc late run ehaaa. 
the epecuum could be rewarded with on 
exctdng llnisn. The home captain l ain P hil- 
Ip's own dedvaUon came at 888 lor 
aeuea 61 In amors. Min the Bongladasn 
oponera eurutving Intact lor eight nm In 
liw I 





Victori) for House of Lancaster. 

■ ! .■ : I . iU;- iV". "S.ii /r.C.TiiC; Y'M k:'. h i; r;: Old Ttcl'o." 
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A NatWest 

More than just q bonk 


NdSend VMnteim Dtedi PI& Ruiand Olftce 4ll«Mnii(. laadon CC2P 2BR Begbuied In tikfiand tie 430027. 
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18 SPORTS NEWS 


Cricket 


NatWest Trophy Middlesex v Durliam 


Dutch and 

gofor 

Middlesex 


Mllce Selvey In Southgate 


T be Walker Groand In 
leaf^t cburch-splrey 
subarbia has been 
kind to Middlesex in 

the past week or so. Only the 
other day, the old greybeard 
Mike Gatting and Justin 
Langw bashed big hundreds 
and took Esaex for a county 
record opening partnership of 
372. The good fortune cootin- 
ued against Durham yester- 
day. Gatting made Just 17 this 
time and the prolific Langer 
47, but Middlesex came back 
firom the dead to beat Durham 
by two wickets with eight 
balls to spare. 

Durham win have kicked 
tfaemsdves all tbe way back 
up the Al. Defending 240^ 
they reduced Middlesex 
to 129 for seven by the end of 
the 4Sth over, »»anics to some 
affiHont cridket under the 
rock-study influence of their 
raptflin David BooEL Ihere 
the matter diould have ended. 

But Middlesex, the only 
tiftflm ever beaten by Durham 
in this competitKm since they 
achieved flist-dass status in 
1992, began to come back. 
Keith Dutch and Alistair Era- 
ser added 49 in seven overs 
for the eighth widmt. and 
vrtien Fraser was yotked by 
Neil Killeen for 18. Dutch and 
Rich^ Jtdmstm saw Middle- 
sex home with an unbroken 
ninth-widket stand of 66 in 
under 10 overs. At the end, 
Dutch was unbeaten on 49, 
with Johnson hitting six 
fours three in the last four 


Lancashire v Yorkshire 


Fairbrother 
true to form 


Andy Wilson at OM T ralTor d 


T ins has been a fiiistrat- 
fog season for Neil Fair- 
brother. He one 

gamp with a finger injury, an- 
other couple with a calf 
strain, awrf still more with a 
groin problem sustained 
while idaying at home with 
his kids. But bring on York- 
shire in the NatWest Trophy, 
and Fairbrother can be relied 
upon to deliver the goods. 

He has always relished Roses 
Matches and eama -foto fh<« 
game as Lancashire's secmd 
leading run scorer in the 60- 
over competition with U54 at 
an average of 45. Even by his 
lofty standards, tbe Innings be 
produced was a classic. 

Lancashire were in trouble 
when he arrived, having lost 
Mike Atherton and Andy 
Flintoff for 16 in their pursuit 
of a modest Yorkshire total of 
17B. Atherton was caught be- 
hind off the distinctly slip- 
pery Chris Sflverwood, Flin- 
toff wonderfully taken, one- 
handed by David Byas at slip 
after striking three powerful 
boundaries, and when John 
Crawiey worked a SQverwood 
nip-backer to short-mid- 
wicket it was 32 for three. 

Fairbrother and Graham 
Lloyd showed all their one- 
day nous in a fourth wicket 
stand of 100 in 27 overs, but 
when Darren Gough returned 
to blast out Lloyd and Mike 
Watkinson with consecutive 
balls the situation was near- 


ing critical again. Not that it 
fazed Fairbrother. He saw off 
tbe threat of Gough and Sil- 
verwood and gently plun- 
dered the weaker elements of ^ 
Yorkshire's attack to steer . 
Lancashire home with three 
wldcets and three overs to 
^pare, ending unbeaten on 76 
from 166 balls. Even at 34. he 
will surdy be considered for 
next year's World Cup — as 
Graham Thorpe's deputy at 
the very least 

Yorkshire were left to curse 
two cracial Incidents. They 
were convinced that 'Fair- 
brother was caught behind off 
Gough on 54; and he was , 
reprieved again six overs 
later when Richard Blakey ' 
spilt a difficult low chance. 
But the real fault lay with ' 
their batsmen, who should | 
have set a much stiffer target | 
on the pitch on which Gough 
and Robert Croft had denied | 
South Africa 00 Monday. 

Michael Vaughan, David 
Byas and .\nthony McGrath 
were removed by Wasim Ak- 
ram. making a timely return to 
fonn, but Darren 
ran himself out early on. Ihen 
Yorkshire's middle order was 
suffocated by Ian Aust^ who 
returned impressive Ogures of 
two for 12 fhim 12 overs. 

Their total represmted a 
commendable recovery from 
82 for six, thanks largely to an 
intelligent seventh wicket 
partnership of 57 between 
Hamil ton and Gough. With- 
out Fairbrother. it could eas- 
ily have been enough. 


Gloucestershire v Surrey 


Painstaking innings by Stewart 
proves agony for Gloucestershire 


ItewM Foot aft Itovn Road 


A lec stew art scored a 
solid and. by his stan- 


/AsoUd and, by his stan- 
dards, palpably weary 89 
before being last out for 
Surrey. If it lacked au 
element of animation or. as 
it went on. the normal 
reserves of energy and ac- 
celeration, there was 
sorely every excnse afttf 
his beroles at Old Trafford. 

His stand with Adam Hol- 
Uoake was worOi 1S6. Hol- 
Uoake, for whom runs have 
been painfully elusive 
summer, produced most of 
the attrutive shots and 
were sufficient to nullify 
Gloucestershire's early ini- 
tiative and win him the 
Man-of-the-Match award. 

By comparison. Stewart 
offered a neat str^ht bat, 

a minimum Of liberties and, 
we can well imagine, an 
aching pbysigne. That 
Surrey won by 52 runs was 
mostly down to these two 
batsmen. HolUoake was out 
Co a catch at long-off after 
eight fours. Onent strokes 
and returning assurance. 

Stewart was brilliantly 
held by his opposite number 
Maik ABeyne, who mate 
ground at luid-widcet before 
stretching for the catch as 


he slithered on his tummy, 
Gloucestershire fielded con- 
sistently well and at times 
bowled in a manner which 
suggested a surprising 
result Their seamers have 
so often been their strength 
this season and Surrey 
started badly with four 
wickets down for 20 . 

When it was Gloucester- 
shire’s turn ' to bat, their 
early men again let them 
down. Like Surrey, they 
relied, in effect, on a pair of 
fighters. While Alleyne and 
Jack RasseH were together, 
their target seemed accessi- 
ble. Martin Bldcnell curbed 
tbe seorUig at the outset 
and after tea snatched the 
crucial wicket of Alleyne, 
trapped leg before. 

Russell looked in vain for 
support and was one short 
of his half-century at the 
end. There had been little 
sco^ for him to build an 
hmiiigs quickly with his 
familiar nudges. 

I The result may have been 
I slightly less than generous 
j to Surrey. While their slow 
' bowlers gobbled up tbe late 
wickets, Courtney Walsh 
swished hopeftiily. In the 
process he was dropped 
twice, missed the ball 
qnenGy and hit a steqillng 
six off Ian Sallsbory. 
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balls to the mamT] jq 

his 4S not out frcm just 27 
bans. This, together with his 
steady bowling, earned him 
file Aten of the Match award. 

_ With the pitch on the slow 
side, Mddlesex should have 
won more comfortably than 
they did. But although the 
chase began emphatically 
with Gatting moving back to 
pull Melvyn Betts' first ban 
like a sb^ through square 
leg (fine way this to get in 
with, a selector) it provi^ to 
be the high point imHi the 
turbo-dharged climax. 

Mark Saggers, on his debut 
in the co m petition, knocked 
out GatCii^S miridle stuu^) io 
I his second over, and thra had 
I Mark Ramprak^ brfiUanfiy 
caught by Betts at mid-off. 
■ Owais Shah was run out next 
ball without bavmg faced, 
following a bizarre mix-up 
I with Langer, Paul Weekes 
! was bowled behind his l^s, 

I and Middlesex were 62 for 
I four. When Langer was 
; caught behind off Betts, that 
appeared to be that 
An indication of the excite- 
ment engendered by the Dur- 
ham batting came when 
someone in tbe press box 
wondoed what Kathy Kirby 
is doing these days. It was 
dreary stuff wtth the Fraser 
brothers and Johnson churn- 
ing out almost identical spells 
of spam as Durham strayed 
to make headway. Ultimate 
they were indebted to Nick 
Sp^ ~ 73 from 143 balls — 
and Martin Speight, who lent 
impetus at the end with 32 
frvm 26 balls. 
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Results 


ST MBLUeH AMATEUa TKOVHVi 
LMAg Wrrt raid leoMi SB K Cllt*e 
ISartrcn VfaHfen}. SB R Orummontf (8hn- 
<ranrun Pv%y TO G WoWwilNlme CKII- 
wwlti Spnngsi. C <Ml (EmmO; t amok 

IWaiton HeMh) 71 B Weldi (Weymoutht; 
U Bookar (Roval UU-Surreyl: P Haywood 
iBasinjaiohet TS J Elion {Wan Surrey): 
B Pile (Woburn}: T Snuih (Stini:l)caiiibe 
HUH: O Umiono {Royal North Oevon): C 
.iessup (Oudsburyl: P Jonas (Csnlord 
Maeiu). 


Tennis 


ATPSWBSOPCN (Gstaad). I% a t rni e 
* Oaabi isoi bt D Otmmc {Ars) S-r. S-Z. 
^-3: m KMer iGar) M J Vlloca iSp} 0-6, 
7-S, 7-e;BBa Bli ar l6at)blG Basi (Swlbl 
0-*. 6-r. T-i: e PloBne IFr) bl N Lvenitl 
(Ecu) 6-4, 6-4 ■ Mas (ClHCia) H M RoMOt 
(Swltz) B-3. 6-3, e Koaateo (Sr) bl G 
RaouK (Fr) e-i. 6-1, 

ATP SWenSH OPSN (Baatadi 
nMoS P SqiAM (Arg) bl J Golmard (Fr) 
B-1. 6-S; C Ceata (Spl H T NydaM iSwe) 
6-3. b-2. V riaiiaialu (Sp) W M LarsMn 
(Swai 7-a 6-0; K AlMiri (Mer) M A Pa«W 
iRomi s-0 nt D Tiinaiins (K) m m 

TlUaran iBwa) 6-2. 6-% A ■■Otidai 
(Ubr) H B Karbaeliar (Gerl 6-3. 6-1: A 
OaudanW (III bt O Narglso III] 3-6. 6-2. 

6- 1: H Saita (Rus) H J Palmar (UB) 6-3, 

7- S: J Waaafc (Cz) bl O Paaearlu iRom) 
7-6. 6-1: ■ NetMan (Swa) U H Aiad 
(Mar) 7-6. 6-^. Sacood lai di D Hrta^ 
(Slovak) bl Salln J-6. 6-2. 6-1: Moaak bt 

(Swa) A-8. 6-3. B-B ■ ~ ~ *i 
aon (Bwa) bl M Hlpft (AMI 3-6. 6-1. 6-0: 
.. * " ■ ' 

ATP HALL OP PAMC CHAaSPUMONtPS 
mewpert Rhode Is): fWal wiiW J SPi^ 
iwewy (Aus) H 8 Pgscoaqildo (II) v-fl. 

6- 1. 7-6: M Woodfatda (Auaj M 6 6hnlan 
(Fr) 6-3. e-e J TW—n (US) M J Blaho 
(US) S-7. 6-4. 6-0; S Umsb (Can) bt U 
Damm (Cz) 6-1, 7-S; J vSB LattMOt (NMh) 
bl M Sail (US) fr-1. 6-3 : 4 GhnaMtaA (US) 
bl A O-anan (US) 4-6, 6-4, 7-6; M O adwlw 
(SA) tt S SUM (Aus) 7-4. 7-S: II KAsartaa 
(Bam « E EfUei (br) 7r«. 3-0 rec L Pm 
( bidia) M 0 DlludJ (USI S-6. 6-3. 6-4. 

<niiiili»»iJl trill (U| btWoed- 

torda 4-6. 6-3, 6-S$ OtaaMoa M Tannge 
3-6. e-1. 7-6, Knoartaa H G SOBonl (8A) 

7- a. 44. e-«: Godwin H Laraau'4^ 7-6. 


WTA e z aew OP0I (Prague): Ftal 
roadi R BabiMiio (CZ) bt A Glaes (Gar) 
6-4. 7-6; R Piapiaib (Rom) M K Hrdllch- 
ova (Cz) 6.4, 6-3; II WiaaWnMoair (US) bl 
O Luglna (Ukr) 6-7. 6^ 6-0; A 
nova (br) bl A Vaskova (Cz) 6-4, 7-6; H 
Wa oj aiin (SMyak) bl T Paaova (Run) 6-0, 
6-4; A iMraMa (Fr) bl E Demendatfa 
(Rua) S>7. 7-0. 6-1: a miMHHR (Rua) bt 
8 Noortanoer <N«n) 0-4. 6-it A raiinu 
(Sm) bl L WamaBkora (Cz) 6-4, e-4; s 
TaaM (R) bl A Qaril (CZ) 1-0 rat V 
WM^naeaW (Sp) MJ Krugar (SA) e-3. 
6-4: a Farfcai GQ bl K CHataa (Rom) 6-1, 
6-3: H Zwaraaw (Bau) H M S Uiranzo (8p) 
6-4. 6-S, H mmrn-rr (Cz) bl J Hlavaeh- 
o«a (Cz) 6-2, 6-1; D CWaJfcaya (Cz) M M 
DlBZ4Mlva (Arg) 7-6. 6-0; J W awoM (Cz) I 
U J Hisarova (Bo^ 6-2. 7-6; S PIP 
ksataki (Fr) M K HaMudova (Stovak) 6-«. 1 
3-6. 6-1. 


3 . (R Hnnn) Taa: B 43 J 0 : C 8 . 70 . G 2 SD. 
esm. Dual F: fi47m. THo; 626680. C8P: 
cessi. Tricast eaaaoi. 

84» (In aqc 1, IWIIBI aPRMf^ T 
Quinn (11-4 Fav); t^HManna (12-1): *, 
Paaa (B-1). 13 ran. K X (P Hadgor) Teta: 
E3JD; eim. G4.40. CUD. cm R E34S0. 

Tito: £x.ia csR asm. eisoai. 

NFCAihattb. 

8M (In 4(p 1, G Wnd 

(11-« a, CoraB (4-6 Fav); a, H In iii 
Oriaa (6-1). 7 ran. 3. S. (B Hanbury) Tata: 
cam; £1.70; nso. ouai R £2.ia csR 

e4.7S. 


Sport in brief 


Athleties 


B:S0 (Sn 4Qi 1. M 

Llawanyn|S-6Fa«):a,« 


8^ IMUr Mar (6-1). S ran. X 26. (Mis 
htaitfia Jonaa) Ton: ciao: ei.iQ, 214.70. 


Baseball 


ALL4TAR GABK (Datwar): Amartcsn 
Laagua Stall 13 Nndonai Laqua Stori 6. 


Equ ost i' ianls ni 


ROYAL IWmiHATlOHAL HORSantOW 
(HcMaad): HataomB H bub i I CaawHaB 
WtoNl Pita 1, The TourmaiBna Rose 
(Puier FunnaB. GB) 26l.0lpis; 2. Coisl 
CdVB (P PMOlpa. CB) 274.36; 3. RoMy 
Teddy (B Toll, NZ) amSb 4. Wbrd Rgrloet 
(C Bartla. <mi 28a74; S. woUon Mgluculu 
(L TnompMn, oa 2Bi A 6 Home rwi (a 
H armann, Bara) 26646. 
Rmw4 » "toiBaRaiialJi4» Vla l t ia i 1,Hd)H 
Bu Flaury (R Paaaaa. Br): 2, RTB Magto 
Lite (8 Glbeon. OS); 3. Qyaamo (L 
McNugiz, awlB). 

Wnlraliaa MnoMlaHl SMnn 1. Vlr- 
boi vuiaga Hayman (J WhttBher, cay. 2, 
Senator MtoMy Blua (R Smith, OB): 3. 
Champion Ou D« (L P aarbaum. Gar). 


n.40. Dual R eS7.ia Trla (32.70. CSR 
C4&16. 

7.RO (Bnp 1, HmH SUHW^ J klagaa 

B-a A FSK); a, Ha Mataa (2D-1>; a. 
wla (33-1): 4, Baa TSna (6-0 Ji Pay). 16 
ran. Hd, IO (C Mann) Tot« fiSSIk tZSO, 
C4SD, f&ao. DuM R esnm. csr ebssi. 
Titoaob £2,386.78. 

7,80 (2n 7f linitali 1* ROVAL 
BAR04 W Mnoton (2-1 Fnv]; a, XMtana 
(3-1); a, Hlaanr Ooataw ( 6 - 0 ). 6 ran. at. ' 
23. (P Bowen) Tata: £260; EIJO. CI.IO 
E1.TD. Dual R 043L Tito: £1330. C8P1 
EB.1B. Tiicnfr cn.83 MS: Jacob'* WHe. 
AGO canp 1, our RAtaCM^ A P 
HoCoy (^linv); a, HoOaMto Tor 
a, llaolM (20-11. 6 ran. 3 3K. {M Ptoto 
Tote £140; £1.10. C2J0. Dull R E8.4a 


TES Olympic high-jump 
bronze medallist Steve Smith 
will beootitfaetkmforayear 
after seriously injuring his 
ned in training on Tuesday 
night, wrttes Dmcan Mackay. 
"It was a freak accident. I am 
aKer\'hf»aly d*™M*PtPd,** Smit h 
ps fd last nf giit- 
Tbe Llveipoea Harrier, one 
of the favourites for this 
year's Euxi(^>ean Champfoo- 
ships and Commonwealth 
Games gold medals, slfoped 
mhfiA approaching the jnmp. 
Ing bar on his home city, 
track. He was due to compete 
in tomorrow ni^fs Bislett 
Games In Gslo. Ids first big 
meeting of the year after 
dearing 2J0 metres. 


former Olympic champion 
Marc Rosset at Wimbledon, 
came down* to earth ye^r- 
day. The top seed at the Bris- 
tol Challenger Trophy was 
beaten in the first round by 
his British rival Dzumy Saps- 
fOFd who won 7-5. 3-6, 7-5. 


of £1.3million is being in- 
vested by Potters Leisure 
Centre, based at Hopton-on- 
Sea, near Great Yarmouth. It 
win also host the World In- 
d(x>r Championships at Its 
purpose-hum bowls nnmpimr 


Bowls 

Bowls has received a £i mil- 
lion boost which win guaran- 
tee the future of the World 
hidoor niat)i p jff p(^hTps. the 
^port's principal event until 
the year 2002. writes Ron 
lle. A Ryder Cup«tyle compe- 
tition is also being introduced 
to be named after the most 
famous bowler of all, Eng- 
land’s David Bryant A tomi 


Rugby Union 

South Africa’s serum-half 
Joost van der Westhnizen yefr 
terday ended Bath's hc^ of 
dgnlng him when he agreed a 
lucrative new contract with 
Northern Transvaal’s ^oe 
Bulls, string in South Africa 
will allow van dec Westhui- 
zen to help ttm Sprli^boks 
defend their World Cup title 
in England and Wales next 
year. 




A. 


CSR GLOe. NR: Scarrali. 


Equesbianism 


• TlM now Brttlah AmortaM Rodng Ar- 
imila One tooni tormoUy eomplotaa utai 0 


cwmod is Dm "Rioft HeMMoglcaily I 
wMced radao loetory IR Bm «nrtd~ 


Hockey 


am (DunOoal: SeeBond 1 Ruoato Z Don- 
maifc 7 Ukrolna 1. BtontaRH i, Ruoato P3 
PbT: 2, Swltcwtind 2-4; 3, Oonmari 2-3. 


wMced radag toetory IR Bm «nrtd~ at 
BlaBkiey yaanrdoy. Tha rmneglnB dboe- 
tor eia(g Mtock carmtonioPy HgMonod 
too M beR on iba buMiia. wMch to 
atangoWa tito Huatoiuaiiui* ol toalrpan- 
nara RaynarO Racing Cara .mar 


Sailing 


aOURQ BUBOPBAW CMA MP IOa iau ia A 

(SloMnla): SMdtogB (BRar aovun ra^; 
1. S PlehugmA/ KoraOUN/SUmoicnow (Uif) 
Mpia; X J Sehuamann/G BahrS Borttoltlu 
(0«|) 46. GBi 13. A BaadawwttuB Panin/ 
fl Sydanham 80; 30. A Oroan/C Uurray/J 
Turn or 1S7. 


GHAuaNom Tneptrr lartotoO: inw 
RM round: D Van UMoIob (Bal) bl L 
MilUgcn (MMUlBOWI 6-4. 2-6. 3-t; B BL , 
wood (Auf) bl J Knowla (Aut) fr4, SHI: G 
■CfKfl [Aull bl T MKClien (Aus) 6-3 l 4-B. 

6- a A Hatad {tori hi M Navana lit) 6-(, 

7- 6. 

WJBA LANKOWnZ MIRillWIl TOUR- 
HAMBfT (Vlannor PM ramA a ScBan 
lAid) bt E Pbulh (Aui) 6-1, 6-1: 13 BaM 
|(3w) bl S Appotanans B-3. e-a a nMMw 
(Auq bt F PartaiB (II) 4-6, 6-S, 6-2: R at*. 
rtartBpaa (SKwaM b( F Lutaaiu (li) 6-7. 
(M. 6-3; S DoWw (Aut) M J Kandarr ' 
(Qof) 6-3. 7-6. Soaaud romdi B PaMs 
lAul) bt A Serra-Zanolb (It) 6-3. 3-3: G 
Looa — — (Sp) PI 8 Wagrwf (Gar) S-7, 
6-2, 6-3 


Evening Racing 


Ken^ton 

6.38 (Biy «. UICAVAM BEACH, R 
Flraneh (33-1): a. MaiRau*u (3-1); a, 
Cyfiio» a Ita CEtato ^4*>- 70 'ZR- 9M. 


Rgiloct: hM It wza ttw (Ust in a aortoa Id 
awnto that would cuMnaK In riw n M u to g- 
of toe Ham^ iMvan for too MN saaaon 
and Via un iwIlliiB Ol Ito flnt ev. 

TIM worM ciMin i to H JOequaa VHIto 
iNuwa.vtoam PaHook iMBeoa. toe tonnar 
eUamplon ounon MH and D» US CART 
ctar AJRt Zanardl a/a atneng dtoren be 
would HKb to ilgn. 

Tha fl/ata*w, be cGd. wnH bo to irr M 
complato 6 eennel toto waokand wito a 
MM diiw, wtw wll avt untlng tdOi an 
biHtlm oar In Soptambar. 

Hto (B /t/ wr Adrian rto yn a/ d -aahf the- 
now toetory wouW baeom* dpMMieiitl at 
(he 6nd e> Oetotaar, wito a ■towtotoeift 
wuid tumi bolng buIR mw the nm abi 


XL (B (btoM Tom: £i07jg; ei&so. nJd. 
R.1B Dual F. tmM tiM- B1Q7JM. 
esPrOaOT. 

7jOB (SDl 1. SAEMA, R HHto (13-8 Faa); 


a. Sporta Hoad (29-1J: a, i 

ISS-1). 19 ra/L IX IX (J Dunlop) Totr 
£2.70; eiSD, £1090. £17 m. Dual P. £41,00. 
Triw £86640. CSR ES333. NR: Ey«ball3 
Out 

7.35 (Tiy 1. GGCD 3PRMG. H NughOO 
(12-1): a, oiabail (S-l Fev); 3, Kwtao 
(7-1); 4, VkMiy TCww (20-1). 17 ran. Nk. 


’e«a/ iimu we launcnad too naw team 
tost Daeeinbar. Drtttoh Ameil ea n Racing 
baa only agpfcrad on gnpar to bm gansnu 
puMle.'' PiMoek aaU. Ttoir. coRamietton 
to on aciHduto on mt new hnadqiiartar*." . 

'’Any azparta/Bod Fomito One dtlw. 
aap«te)r I world etampion, would be 
toUng A nitge riok eundng to a now Mtm. 
But I eeidd look hln [VlDanairr^ or DamM 
Mil In ton ayn and ny wa could pnwkto 
you wito a pnrlfiign you aoidd build up.” 
PBltockaaM. 


Pil^ PiTtinnii on The Toui> 
winVirvA Rose won the Innova- 
tuy Svse & wmtnri Eventing 
(^and Prix at foe jfoyal Zntar- 
Tiatianfll BOTSe ShOW, ^k- 
staad, yesterday, writes John 
EOT, Amnelt third in the i 
dresM^ had tbe only rmpen- 
aliaw/l round gmtmg 25 StSdt- I 
ere to clinch the £5,000 prize. 
Polly Philipps on her recent 
I Bramham winner Coral Cove 
improved from ninfo to finfeh 
second ahead of New Zea- 
land's Olympic champion 
Btyth Taft on Ready Teddy. 
Jc^ Whitaker gave Britain a 
petfaA start trtien winnii^ 
both jumping rla'ifrrfr on 
toal VOIage Hunter's Level 
and Heyman and the latter 
will he his parfoer la tomoi> 
rowTs NatJliHis Cup when Brit- 
ain attempt to take the trophy 
for a foarOi successive time. 


NEWMARKET. 

UNGFIELD 

SOUTHWELL 


COMMENTARY 

771 

772 

773 


RESULTS 

7B^ 

782 

783 


ALL COURSES COMMBnARy 0891 909 jgQ 
ALL COURSES RESULTS 0881 222 790 
Ctois ooar 60P «>aiada. T« Pkc, tacflu HQUBt Itom EC2A 4PJ. 
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“THE PLAYER-POET 
WIU RARELY 
PREVAIL IN AN 
OVERCROWDED 
^ PENALTY BOX.” 


Tennis 

Chris wTheinann, the British 
Na d who beat Switzerland’s 


See ton ionGwf^s 
paper 
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Taffarel blessed 

as hands of God 





[4® 
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AlexMlosinBib 

finds Brazilian fans’ 
anxiety transformed 
into a final formality 

Saint Taffar^ who is in 
goal like a guardian eatgel, 

sweet like honey, amending 
our goal, our hope^ our • 
happiness, this urge to sing 
anddtaux. that mmesfixan 
you that conuisfixMnyour.- 


B razil the 

m urh-tnalignwrf goal- 

ke^r raaudip Taf- 
yesterday - after 
his two peialty saves earned 
his team its sixth Woild Cup 
finaL Taflhrd was on the cover 
ofall the oewqapers and Rio's 
hi^brow Jomal do &as3 
even published a prayer by a 
leading writs* in his honour. 

Tafihrd's status was con- 
firmed by no an authority 

than Presld.ent Fernando 
Henrlque Cardoso, who de- 
clared him a national hero, 
and a baby bom in Belo Hoi1< 
xoata, as his mother watched 
the match, was instantly 
given the player's name. 


nom spontaneous all-night 
street parties to the hianitat 
coverage on television and in 
the newspapers, one wotdd 
have thought Brazil bad al- 
ready won the World Cup. 

The feeling that the semi- 
final was really the final had 
been articulated most 
strongly by Pele, so the pre- 
vailing attitude about Sun- 
day's climax now is that it 
will be a fbrmallty. For the 
first time since the tourna- 
ment began there is a real be- 
lief that Brazil will be Penia. 
or five-times champions. 

Beforehand pundits were 
sceptical that the team would 
gel in time; now they brieve 
1 the fiont line of Ronaldo. Ri> 

I valdo and Denilson is playing 
I attackiDg ‘TootbaD-arf ’ of the i 
highest quality and can de - 1 
molish any opposition. I 
I Eclipsing the cheers for the | 
: outfield players, the SS-year- 
old TaSirel has gone through 
something of a dhane resur- 
rection. The wealth of praise 
and support Is a remarkable 
volte-&ce since he was ini- 
tially and universally panned 
as the team's weakest link. 

"I have long been a member 
of the Baptist Church of 
BrazH.” he said yesterday. 
“They have had 10 or ii meet- 






Model fhn . ..Rooaldiiiba is aZIfbr her fiance Ronaldo 


: Ings for me since the start of 
the Wodd Cup praying for 
God's ha^ and tooi^t we got 
. It. Cesar is a mem- 

ber of the same r^glcm and 
he scored three goals in this 
tournament'' 

l^ereL's fonn at Atletioo 
Mineiro, an undistli^atehed 
Biaznian club, had been poor 
and he was only fizst choice 
because of Ziigallo's insis- 
tmice that he rises to the occa- 
sion. The reassessment of Taf- 
Ihrel mirrors tha t 7jtgaiir> 
fonserly the second most un- 
popular man in the squad, 
who is now lauded for his 
stubbomn^ In keeping ihifii 
with his goalkeeper, although 
Taflhrel’s sanctification con- 
firms the short memories cf 
Brazilian fons. 

Despite being part of the 
World Cup-winning team in 
1P94, be was declared a pariah 
the following year when 
Brazil lost on penalties to 
Uruguay in the Copa America 
final. The eriti nigm hurt him , 
he said, and he said be would 
never pl^ for the national 

team again 

It is a reminder of bow goal- 
keepers, perhaps quicker 
than any other pla^r, can 
turn &*om hero into viUam. 
The mo^ famous example is 
Barbosa, who picked the ball 
from the net af^ Uruguay 
scored to win in the 19S0 
World Cup. Barbosa, now 76, 
is still regarded as a national 
disgrace and lives in poverty 
near the port of Santos where 
he cannot even atTord a 
telephone. 

The burden of public eacpec- 
tation also affected Roberto 
Gmnes Pedrosa, who kept 
goal for one losing game In 
the 1930 World Cup, and Cas- 
tilho from 1954. Both men 
committed suicide for reasons 
that were never fuHy ex- 
plained. leading sO t P** tO COOp 
dude that the job is cursed. 

Taffarel sbe^ revel in the 
adulation while it lasts. 

Saint Ttgffhrel,saiiu and hero, 
tobeagoaOseepa-istobebom 
I a Utile and to die a Uttte 
but to be your devotee is to be 
reborn tn the festival that 
exnnssfrtm.ywL 
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Ticket allocation plays 
into clutches of touts 


Marie Tallentire mingles outside grounds 
and notes lessons for the next Woiid Cup 


O UTSIDE Parc des 
Princes for the Argen- 
tina V Jamaica game a 
thirty-something woman with 
a toddler in arms was ada- 
mant that she would take no 
less than £100 for her £26 
ticket, and she must have got 
it as around 4JI00 were locked 
out after kick-oCT and it was 
no place to let a child walk 
home alone. 

It is hoped that the oi^anis- 
ers of the 2002 Worid Cup -in 
Japan and South Korea will 
tafcp on hoard some of the les- 
sons to be learned from 
France 98 where, altbou^ 
stadiums have been practi- 
cally fun, far too many tickets 
have been allowed to foil into 
the bands of people In France 
who did not necessarily want 
them but were nevertheless 


happy to speculate and 
accumulate. 

Allocations of 2,000-4,000 
tideets per team did not appear 
to cover the needs any coui> 
try's support As tlie demands 
of the French were well ca- 
tered for, moreover, the alloca- 
tion system played into the 
hnnrtc; of the touts. mostly 
Endish, all of whom know a 
thing or two about scalping. 

Their asking prices have 
typically started at around 
£200 (F2,OO0) for group games 
and an^here between £300 
and £500 for knock-out 
matches, although good 
reductions have been picked 
up by tbo^ prepared to wait. 

Cvpet-ba^ing locals who 
have been sitting on a ticket 
or two since January have 
also gone on tbe prowl, chanc- 
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ing their aims aromid town at 
anyvtiiere between £100 and 
£200, which was more than 
most touts would pay. 

Outside tbe Aigentina v 
Jamaica game seveem French 
couples had obviously de- 
cided to give up their after- 
noon’s football. in 

their precious tidEets for £800 
apair. 

Another woman strolled 
around with a hand-written 
sign ftWfarrng two ticksts for 
last ni^fs semi-final at St- 
Denls, at that time between 
countries unknown, for £1.000 
the pair. 

Before the Braal v Den- 
mark quartez^final in Kantes 
last Friday there were 10 
En^h touts working the 
inflway station forecourt and 
a square in the town's old 
quarter, all carrying hand- 
written signs sa^g “cher- 
chez places” and “finale’', 
most,with a mobfle phone in 
hand and some in cahoots 
with a local gqfer. By nud- 
aftemoQsi the price was an 
ImmovaUe £250-£300. 

One would-be football 
watcher, an American, spoke 
of getting into five early 
games for around cost price, 
his coup being a £35 ticket for 
£20 to see the Holland v Bel- 
gium game at St-Denis five 
minutes after klck-oS. 

I Between afternoon trains 
; business was slow and tbe 
touts were grumbling. But by 
8pm. tbe last realistic time to 
pick up a ti Aet and make it to 
La Beanjolre for the 9pm 
Idck-oS^ the initial £300 a^- 
ing price gi40 and 

then £110 for a £25 seat in Row 

F behind the goaL 

others arrived eSter the 
klck-ofl^ having paid £60-£80. 
a victo^ for &e common 
man. 

One Yorkshire tout groaned 
that he hari arrived with 40 
tickets and was going to lose 
about £1,000. He said he was 
diuppomted that France had 
not been knocked out so that 
local interest would drop off. 
“Yeah, gre^ sods," replied 
another without a hint of 















Fans for the memory . . . Stick Faldo trxidges off the practice ground yesterday, where fans have been set np to keep 
away the midges, before withdrawing from Loch Lomond with an elbow iqjnry photograph; ian stewaat 

Loch mess as poweriess 
Faldo faces Open elbow 


MziekGiMm' 

1!5eii.Lbiiibiid 

ICE FALDO, the 
three-times former 
Open winner, may 
miss this year’s 
championship for the &at 
time in 22 year s because (rfa 
painftil condition that has left 
his right arm in a plaster cast 
from wrist to elbow. 

Faldo was forced to with- 
draw from the Loch Lmnond 
tournament yesterday, less 
than an hour before his noon 
tee-off. Suffering from 
“gdi^s elbow”, he sounded 
pessimistic about making 
Blxkdale next week. 'Tve lost 
the power in my arm and I 
cant get my bat&swing even 
to halfway.” 

Faldo first foil twinges a 
TTinfifti ago and IwH hwAn 


using ice packs to reduce the 

tTiflaminarift n “^1 the piaO 

tice range this morning some- 
thlng went 'boom'. 1 felt this 
stabbing pain and knew I was 
in troDble.” 

He will undergo intense 
physiothersqiy between now 
and nmfi Thursday using the 
facilities at the Boropean 
Tburis on-site SM Physio unit 
A member of tbe unit, Jona- 
than Shrewsbury, said: *Ttick 
|iafi a soft cast on ii** arm, an 
arresting splint to immobflise ' 
his wrist and elbow. He wiU 
keep that on for two days. He 
is getting electro-therapy 
three or four times a day as 
wen as ultrasound treatment 
and intensive physio. He still 
has ei^t days and that can 
make a big dffibrence." 

fri effbet Faldo prob^ly has 
only five days. If he is unable 
to play a proper practice 


round by Tuesday, it is un- 
likely he will be in condition 
to tee eff on Thursday. 

In Fhldo's absence another 
British former US Masters 

nhampinn Tan W rwengm pro 

duced an almost flawless 67 — 
four under par — to take the 
first-day lead at Loch Lomond. 
With five lurdies and one bo- 
gey the Welshman awahijch ^ 
a (meetroke advantage over 
Scotiand's Gary Orr, the Bn& 
lishman Da^ Howell and Ita- 
ly's Costentino Rocca. 

Coriously Woosnam as- 
cribed bis fonn on the greens 
to a <»e-eyed method of judg- 
ing tbe line of his putts. “At 
the Irish Open last week I had 
a young local lad, Dermot 
Byrne, as a caddie and I 
couldn’t believe the lines he 
was giving me. But I took his 
advice and tbe ball was going 
in. Today 1 tried to doee one 


Era ends as Nicklaus misses first major since 1 961 


J ACK NICELAUS has 
polled out of next week's 
Oim at Royal Blrkdale — 
the first major be will have 
missed since the 1961 US 
PGA Championship. The 
Golden Bear, now 58. had 
played in 87 successive 
Opc^ siiice his debot at 
IToou in 1962. 

His withdrawal was 


Rugby League 


pro m pted by a troabJesome 
hip. allied to a groin strain 
sustained, ironically, while 
bear-hontlzig. The next long- 
est active streak to bis 146 
consecotive majors is Itii^ 
Faldo's 44. Nicklaas. winner 
of a record 18 majors and 
player in 154, has also with- 
drawn &mn next month’s 
US PGA in Seattle. "After 42 


years my afciKty to 
at the hi^iest level on a coD- 
tizmoaB basis is marginal at 
best.” be said. 

The Spaniard Mignel 
Angel Martin and Ameri- 
ca's Michael Brarfiey have 
also scratched from Birk- 
dale, the former because of 
a wrist htjury, the latter for 
unspecified reasons. 


to see if I could see tbe 
lines better. I closed my ri^t 
then iqy left to see if it ap- 
peared the samp line, it cer- 
tainly seemed to help.” In 
friture, perhaps, he should 
t£^ to the course with clubs, 
balls, gloves and eye patch. 

, Orr, bom and raised in 
' Helensburgh, seven miles 
from the coarse, confessed to 
feeling relaxed and hai^ to 
be spending the week with his 
SKJther Mary. 'TFs not (rften I 
get the chance these days,'* 
said Orr, who played in the 
same ^uup as Woosnam. 

Howdl, the 23-yeanold from 
Swindon, shared the lead 
until a bo^y five at the 16th 
dropped him into Joint second 
place. Rocca movrt alon^ide 
the young British pair with a 
biitUe at the last 

The tournament fevourile 
Colin Montgomerie lack^ in- 
spiration in an uneventful 
opening 72 but Lee Westwood, 
second choice in the betting, 
had a solid, two-under 66. Tom 
TpTiTrtan, tbe dpfpnriing cham- 
pion, blew a start that yidded 
two birdies in the first four 
hides, carding 73. 

With the wind gustlng and 
the rain occasionally ap- 
proaching Biblical propor- 
tions, the afternoon starters 
ha d the worst of the condi- 
tions. A similar weather fore- 
ca^ for today suggests that 
scoring records wlH be safe. 


Football 


Walker to quit after Sky deal 


tedyWmaon 

S IR RODNEY WALKER 
was yesterday per- 
suaded by his frdlow di- 
rectoES to stay on as chair- 
man o£ the Rugby Football 
League unto next Wednes- 
day's Special General Meet- 
ing at whidi the meinhpr 
clubs must decide whether to 
accept a revised five-year tde- 
vlslcm contract from Sky. 

However, Sir Rodney ad- 
mitted that his recent ap- 
pointment as of the 

UE Sports Council will force 
him to step down shortly. He 
Is also chairman of Leice^er 
City pic and Brands Hatch. 


and accepts that he is spread- 
ing himself too thinly. 

Sir Rodney's departure win 
be a hi^ blow to the RFL. 
which is stin waging an on- 
going battle with Super 
League Earopa He has lent . 
invaloable assistance to Nell I 
Tunnicliflb since the latter 
took over as chitf executive 
after Sir Rodney had forced 
Maurice Lindsay to resign. 
Most recently this assistance 
has come in the form of bro- 
kering a settlement between 
tbe Super League dubs, the 
lower divisitei dubs and Sky 
for a new televiston deaL A- 
number of lower division 
dubs rejected Slff's initial 
proposal eg a new five-year 


contract for Super League 
only, inaiaHng that any new 
deal should also tndude guar- 
antees that promotion and 
relegation continue. 

Now tt is understood that 
Sir Rodney has come up with 
a sdutton which satlsaes all 
parties, which would be a fit- 
ting way to end his years of 
service to the game. 

“My objective is to have by 
Wednesday unanim ous SU[H 
port for tile offbr,” Sir Rodney 
said yesterday. "There will be 
a series of meetings between 
now and Tuesday, and I hope 
that by then we’re in a posi- 
tion to make a positive deci- 
slon on the ofibr." 

Formerly tbe chairman at 


Wakefield Trinity, he will 
perhaps best be remembered 
as the man who tmd the guts 
to stand up to Lindsay. And 
when he does go. his com- 
ments about his former chief 
executive promise to make 
lixety Usteoing. 

AS for a successor, no one 
springs to mind, which is fur- 
ther evidence of tbe damage 

his departure could do. Tun- 
ntrTSffe is likdy to look out- 
side the game’s current 
power-brokers, and whoever 
does take over will be con- 
fronted with tbe continuing 
wraogl^ with Lindsay, now 
managing director of Super 
League Europe. It is not an 

Bdlfirins nrosnecL 


Boro 

chase 

United 

striker 


ten Roes 

T eddy Sberingham’s 
brief and undistin- 
guished Manchester 
United career may be about 
to eod with a move to 
Middlesbrough. 

United’s manager Aiez Fer- 
guson has always publicly 
backed the £3.5 million 
striker but. if he could 
recoup around £2.8 million, 
he would probably sanction 
the sale. 

-Although the 33-year-old 
Sheringham arrived from 
Tottenham little more than a 
year ago as a replacement for 
Eric Cantona, be had a disap- 
pointing season and was 
dropped on several occasions. 

Middlesbrough’s manager 
Bryan Robson, who has just 
completed the £2.3 million 
signing of Gary Palllster from 
United, is keen to add guile 
and experience to his squad 
in a bid to avoid a repeat of 
tbe relegation suffered In 
May 1997 after only one sea- 
son in the top OighL 
Sheringham may welcome 
a change. If Fbrguson’s pur- 
suit of Ariel Ortega proves 
successful be would probably 
be coissigiied to the reserves. 
United should learn this 
weekend whether their offer 
of around £8 million has been 
accepted by Valencia. 

But Dwight Yofke, mooted 
as a partner for Andy Cole, 
has been offered a new five- 
year contract, thought to be 
worth £23.000 a week, at 
Aston Villa, where Julian Jo- 
achim has now signed a five- 
year deal. 

The Cameroon midfielder 
Marc-Vivien Foe. meanwhile, 
has been told to prove he has 
fUUy recovered from a broken 
fibula before United consider 
resurrecting a £4 million deal 
to sign him from Lens. 

Blackburn, who earlier this 
week let Stuart Ripley go to 
Southampton for £1.5 mill i nn, 
are expected to sell the 
reserve striker James Beattie 
to Saints for £l minion. 

Newcastle yesterday 
blamed agents for frying to 
drum up an interest in Barce- 
lona’s £4 million-rated Oscar 
Garcia, but the Spanish mid- 
fielder is claiming that he has 
talked over a move with Ken- 
ny Dalglish In Id Manga. 

Dalgish will be back behind 
his manager’s desk next week 
and, altbougb his dub have 
confiimed an interest in Mo- 
naco’s £2 million-rated J<dm 
Collins, they deny an intKest 
in Garcia. But the 25-year-otld 
told tbe Spanish press: “New- 
castle's Interest is very flat- 
tering. My thought is to stay 
with Barcelona but the deci- 
sion may not depend on me.” 
Kevin Keegan is hoping to 
sign the former England 
winger John Salaka The 29- 
year-old free agent was 
released by Coventry last sea- 
son and bad talks with the 
Fulham manager yesterday. 


Kendall link 
with job for 
United States 

T he former Bverton .man- 
ager Howard Kendall 
could be invited to become 
the new coach to the United 
States of America national 
side, writes Ian Ross. 

genriaii left tbc MeTseyside 
club by mutual consent a fort- 
night ago but is anxious to 
make a swift return to 
management 

Steve Sampson stepped 
down as the US coach 10 days 
ago following his country's 
eliminatioa from the World 
Cup finals after three defeats 
in tbe first round of the 
tournamenL 

Terry Venables has ap- 
pointed Terry Fenwick and 
Ted Buxton to his coaching 
Staff at Crystal ^lace. Fen- 
wick. the former England in- 
ternational. becomes first- 
team coach after leaving 
Portsmouth with Venables 
last season. 

Buxton becomes personal 

assistant to tbe new manager, 
who hag also appointed Dave 
Butler as physiotherapist 
Meanwhile at. Portsmouth, 
also in the First Division, the 
manager Alan BalL in his 
second spell there, has com- 
pleted tbe signing of the 
Greek international striker 
Nikos Eyzeridis in a £100,000 
move from Paniliakos. 
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France 98 


Serand semi-final : France 2 Croatia 1 

France 
claim 
their 
place in 
the sun 


David Lacey in St-Denis sees 
hosts make a date with Brazil 

T WO goals from Liliao BrazQ and Holland in Mai 
Thuram last night seiUe had offered so much be 
took France to their fell short of eipectations.Le9 
first World Cup final was expected of last zudt 


T WO goals from Lilian 
Thuram last night 
took France to their 
first World Cup final 
and an encounter with Brazil, 
the holders, on Sunday, even 
thou^ Laurent Blanc’s send- 
ing off raised late French 
fears and Croatian hopes. 

A tedious first half was in- 
stantly brought to life in the 
second when Davor Suker put 
Croatia ahead But seconds 
later Thuram brought the 
scores level with his fii^ In- 
ternational goal, after ex- 
changing passes with Youri 
Djorkaeff, and in the 69th 
minute he drove a powerful 
shot into the far comer dt the 
net, this time followlDg a oue- 
two with the substitute 
Thierry Hen^. 

Blanc’s dismissal in the 
75th minute by the Spanish 
referee Jose Garcia Aranda 
stopped the French celebra- 
tions in their tracks. The 
sweeper tanked with Slaven 
BiUc. pulling his shirt and 
catching him In the face with 
band-off. The red card looked 
harsh but was at least consis- 
tent with some of the tourna- 
ment’s other dismissals. 

The semi-final between 


Brazil and Holland in Mar- 
seille had offered so much but 
fen short of expectations. Less 
was expected of last si^fs 
game in terms of specterie, 
but with France on the 
thresbhold of a World Cup 
final fbr the fourth time, and 
wined on by a home crowd, 
the evening was heavy with 
nervous tension. 

For the French, after three 
disappofotments at this stage 
in previous tournaments, a 
day of ^ory lay tantalisincdy 
within reach. Obviously Cro- 
atia. not so much a new 
nation as an old one rehom. 
had less to lose. 

The match was always 
likely to be a dour batUe of 
defensive wills raffier than a , 
stylish contest of attacking 
wits. Yet each side possessed 
an individual m^iable of turn- 
ing the match Never was 
there a better opportunity for 
Zinedine Zidane or Zvonimir 
Bohan to respond to his cue. 
In fket Boban reacted almost 
immediately with a late 
tackle on Bixente Lizarazu, 
the defender responsible for 
curbii^ the thrusts of Igor 
Stanic on the right irtiich had 
so worried Germany. 



Brought to heel . . .Croatia’s captain Zvonimir Boban at ftill stretch at the Stadede France in last night’s semi-final 


Zidane is a player of vari- 
able moods but last night he 
looked brisk and alert and by 
the fourth minute bad tested 
Drazen Ladle with a low 
drive, • Stepbane Guivarc’fa 
having laid the ban back. 

Gi^ Zidane's gift for find- 
ing uneqiected angles widi 
passes or runs Croatia’s policy 


of aUowxng Ftance mMfteM 
space Ln^ced dangensus. Yet 
France’s attedt took a little 
time to begin shooting tram a 
range of less than 25 yards and 
those sheds they did attemjd 
tended to be off taigeL 
Boban, meanwhile, had 
lobbed Suker throu^ the 
France defence with disarming 
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{ ease. An unproductive comer 
followed but ^ momait sQi 
reminded St-Denis of the latent 
threat in Croatia's attack. 

France, however, were 

h iiililing thft hftffffr 

a>vi gradually fiwitng their 
way through tbe outer layers 
of Croatia's defence. Djoribeff 
and GuivarcTi were fisetion- 
ally short of finishing off 
rtinnghtftii movementSk then 
Didier Deschamps ran (xi to a : 
t^gied free-kick for a shot that ' 
ladie only bdd at tbe second 
attempL 

After half an hour, in a move 
that seemed premeditated, i 
Aime Jacqtiet replaced Chiifr 
tlan Eamnbeu with Ihierry 
Henry to ' give France more 
speed and aggression on tbe 
r^ttasw^ 

At this stage Croatia were 
rar^ within semdug range, 
hut- in witnutes tipflnrp half-time 

Dario Simk gaveAijosaAsaxk- 
ovie tile chanre to fate cm Lau- 
rent Blanc, which he did with 
a dever change of feet Blanc, 
however, blocked off the better 
an^ and Asanovie shot wide. 

Towards the aid of tbe first 


O 

Meet Shatap 
-he is 10 
years old. 
His bones 
are grossly 
deformed by 
fluoride in 
drinidng 
water 
pumped 
from a 
borehole at 
the bottom 
of the lane. 

Online 


half, almost inevitably, a 
irtafrh y j flawinntBd by defenders 
began to for lack of 

fiesh attadoi^i ideas, hi tbe 
41st minute GuivarcTi beaded 
a centre fiom Blanc bade for 
ZMatie to draw a diving save 
fiom ladto which would have 
been nxue iutoresstve bad the 
ban not already been swinging 


wide. By half-time tbe earlier 
paggtmiQ had died to spearadic 
surges of optimism accompa- 
nied by stifi^ yawns; even the 
Mexican wave bad lost its at- 
traction. But the seocRMl half 
rhang ari all that Wlthm 20 
seconds Croatia were ahead 
and within 90 France were 
level 
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PHOTOenWr RICARDO MAZALAN 

fhat -Asanovic found the 
perfect weight and angle of 
pass to beat France's ofikide 
trap, which was undone m azty 
case by Thuram’s slowness in 
moving iqi- Suker, na^ding no 
second bidding, controlled the 
bah with a deft toudi before 
driving it past Fabieo Barthez. 

Croatia talced but fot^ 
how vulnerable *»«>nia can be 
iriien tltey have Ju^ semd. 
Sure enoc^ Thuram, now up 
I in attack, dispossessed a dally- 
ing Boban before wrrhanging 
I pas QOS with Diiwkaeff and beat- 
' ing Ladle. 

I Now everything was more 
' positive. The French were 
I kem to increase tbe tcanpo and 
' while their opponents were at 
I times still passtvely inclined, 
they woe sprinting into at- 
tacking spaces with more 
purpose. 

SUBSTFrUTiOn* VTMcai HMry lor 
Karembau. Slmln; Trbzkguat lor 
GulvaiE'h, ee Laoneiil lor IXaricaaV. 75. 
CMoSm Marie lor Boban. 65; ProalMOd 
for Slarile, 60. 
anrromBanc. 

BOOKBS CY oa ti a i Aaanovle. Slanlc, 
Simle. 

REFKRMB: J M Gvola Aranda t^aln). 


Guardian Crossword No 21,322 

sS by Araucaria 



cnouDDD DQDcojna 

□ DQacaDQQ 

snciaannaQ aDoaQ 

□ a □ □ □ □ D 

□□□□ □□□□□□□□□n 

Q a D uj 

ODoa 

D □ □ a □ or □ 

□□□□n DDiaonnann 

□ HanaGDE 
QCSQQQOQ □□□BnCQ 
DnnmaazjQ 

□□□□GQQIDQnQ 
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Across 


8 Rustic in salt water gets 
figurative puni^ment (5,3) 

9 Left nskfewfth a soft coat— 
aBttlesnow?(d) 

10 More tngorcxjs,(ryDU 'ear? 
Coolitl(6) 

11 Decent helping sees Paul iett 

out(B) 

12 A fool either way (4) 

13 Twflstwith cries of pah bythe 
sick under the Eght (1t^ 

15 Lov^ess doormats achieve 
celebrily(7) 

16 Take up the cause of 
telepa^at'ome(7) 

18 Died having leemed to read 
Old writs? Blot out (ICQ 
10 A madman either vr^ (4) 

20 Place of growth and 
prosperity, abandoned now 
to mob — and rtfs? ^ 

< 


22 Yowig people’s leaders h spa 
go sideways, shgulariy (6) 

23 Room h Rome fbr verse 

24 Btow from the beam by 
unhesitating snake? (4A) 

Down 

1 Fhiseian sweet (Breton verslorQ 
for1Ntofthrae8lstets(9i) 

2 The Old BiO? (Bil to force 
Mum to embrace Galluher?) 
(5,2,10) 

3 Unaffected by love of the war. 
moved to a lousy place 

4 Gas for glass (7) 

5 f^oftheFbotbadl 
Assodation(4) 

6 Female cate taka bird With 
eggs, from a2 or h7 onwards 
(5'1.41.4) 

7 Putting things rightly 
carrying round money for 
houM(f^ 

0 4 


I 14 Where foe disnb sloo p in 
Bede's story? (B-4) 

17 Don't bs seen wearing the 
king’s coat (7) 

21 Address to triend is precious 
(4) 
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